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HI FAMILIES
FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP IS KIND OF A BIG DEAL. 
The Bible instructs parents to make God front and centre in home life. To teach them at 
all times of the day about God and his ways (Dt 6:4-7). To show them Jesus and why he 
is worth following more than anything (Luke 18:15-17). To bring your children up in the 
training and instruction of the Lord (Eph 6:4). Put simply a parent’s primary ministry is to 
raise their children to be disciples of Jesus.

Family Discipleship is the vitally 
important, yet mostly ordinary spiritual 
leadership of your family.
Family discipleship has many facets that come together to help God work in the hearts 
of our children to make them disciples of Jesus. (The following categories are from the 
excellent book Family Discipleship by Matt Chandler & Adam Griffin – check it out!)

MODELLING 
Serving as a godly example for your family, living out your genuine walk with God, and 
demonstrating true repentance when you fall short.

Creating intentional time 
built into the rhythm 
of the family’s life for 
the purpose of thinking 
about, talking about, and 
living out the gospel.

Capturing and leveraging 
opportunities in the 
course of everyday life 
for the purpose of gospel 
centred conversations.

Marking and making 
occasions to celebrate and 
commemorate significant 
spiritual milestones of God’s 
work in the life of the family 

and child.



This Family Discipleship Guide is designed to be a tool for parents to use in creating 
intentional TIME with the family rhythms to dig into God’s word and live out our response 
to what Jesus has done for us.

We’ve broken the guide in into 5 parts each with its own specific way of engaging the bible 
passage our church is looking at this week:

READ – read the Bible passage and reflect on what it means for your family.

KNOW – know deeper by engaging in creative family activities.

DO – work out what all the family should do in response to God.

FOLLOW – examine the lives of others who have followed Jesus in the past.

SING – listen to and even sing songs that respond with our hearts to Jesus.

You might like to use these as 5 separate daily devotions, or you might like to group some of 
the sections together to make a couple of family devotional times but leave yourself room 
to use other resources you’ve found elsewhere. Remember these are a collection of tools, 
not rules, for family discipleship time.



Listen to Jesus
Date of Sermon
12th July 2022

Bible Reading
John 10:1-21

Big idea
Jesus gives life to those who listen

Application
Believer – Know the voice of Jesus and don’t listen to “thieves and robbers’
Non-believer – Hear the voice of Jesus, respond to his call

Kids Big idea
Jesus gives life to those who listen to him

Kids Application
Believer - Be careful who you listen to but always listen to Jesus 
Non-believer - Listen to Jesus and live





Read John 10:1-21 together
(A shorter reading for young kids is John 10:10-18)

1 ‘Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate, but climbs in by some other 
way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens 
the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has 
brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they 
will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognise a stranger’s voice.’ 6 
Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them.
7 Therefore Jesus said again, ‘Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have come before me are 
thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be 
saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come 
that they may have life, and have it to the full.
11 ‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd 
and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf 
attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.
14 ‘I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me – 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the 
Father – and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheepfold. I must bring them also. 
They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is 
that I lay down my life – only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 
authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.’
19 The Jews who heard these words were again divided. 20 Many of them said, ‘He is demon-possessed and raving 
mad. Why listen to him?’
21 But others said, ‘These are not the sayings of a man possessed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the 
blind?’

OR Watch & Listen

Lumo Project John 10     Animated reading of John 10 (finish at 2:22)
https://youtu.be/8h5m2C8GdU0?t=62  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uKtW_3yQXBw

read 
As parents, encourage your family to personally reflect on the Bible passage, 
and what it means for them. Try to guide this so it lands close to the big idea.

read

Early Years & Kids
A shorter reading for early years is John 10:10-18
What do you like about this story?

What is confusing about this story?

Who is important in this story?  How do you know?

What does this story teach us about Jesus?
Jesus sets us free from sin and death.

Pray
Heavenly Father, thank You that Jesus is the Good 
Shepherd and that He knows those that are the 
sheep of His pasture. Thank You that in Your grace, 
Jesus came to lay down His life for me. I pray that I 
may live my life to His praise and glory. This I ask in 
Jesus’ name, AMEN.

Youth
Read John 10:1-21 together as a family.

Who are the characters in this passage? 

What are their characteristics?  
(Jewish/gentile, male/female, old/young, rich/poor, 
welcomed/shunned, etc) 

Where does this passage take place? 
(Nation/city/village/fields/road, etc) 

When does this passage take place? 
(When in biblical history? Old Testament/New 
Testament? Pre cross/post cross? Year/time of year/
near a significant event? What happens in the 
previous passage? The next passage?)  

What is the duration of time over the passage?
(An hour? A day? A week? Months? Etc) 

What happens in this passage?
 (‘Who goes where and does what to who?’) 

What is said in this passage? 
(Are there key words or phrases? Is someone 
teaching? Are they ‘human’ words or are they 
speaking on behalf of God? Is there anything you 
don’t understand?)



Early Years & Kids

Read John 10:1-21
What do you think Jesus means when he says “I am the gate for the sheep” (v. 7)?
Jesus is comparing himself to the thieves and robbers (v.8) who come to steal, kill and destroy. Instead 
whoever enters God’s kingdom through Jesus, the gate, will be saved and have life to the full (v.9, 10).
What do you think Jesus means when he says “I am the good shepherd” (v. 11)?
Jesus is comparing himself to the hired hand who runs away when there is trouble (v.12-13). Instead Jesus is 
the good shepherd who will sacrifice himself for the sake of his sheep (v.14-18). 
How will Jesus lay his life down for his sheep (v. 14-15)?
Jesus will die on the cross for us his sheep. He will take his life up again when he rises from the dead. 
How will Jesus take his life up again (v. 17-18)?
Jesus will take his life up again when he rises from the dead. God the Father has asked him to do this, and 
given him the authority to do it.

Youth

Read John 10:1-21 together as a family, or you could choose the shorter reading of John 10:10-18.

What motivates the characters to act as they do? 
 (Faith? Love? Fear? Anger? Envy? Insecurity? Command by God?) 

Is there any significance to the time or place of the passage that gives meaning to what is happening? 
 (If it’s the NT, are there any OT links and vice versa? Are there similar scenes in other parts of the bible  
 to contrast and compare?) 

What is the significance of what happens in the passage? 
 (What changes as a result of the events of this passage? Is it a personal change? A community   
 change? Are the consequences negative or positive for the different characters?)

Pray

Heavenly Father, let me be on guard for the thief. Bad influences are all around me, but help me be firm 
and strong. I know that evil things are lies waiting to destroy me. Help me to recognize what has a good 
appearance but is evil in hiding. Protect me from temptation. Amen.

know 
As parents, encourage your family to know with their head and their hearts 
what God is teaching you this week.

know



Early Years 

Make a sheep craft like one of the below (or find your own).
Make it with your kids.
Use it to retell the good shepherd story from the passage.

  
 Popcorn sheep   Sheep mask          paper sheep

Kids

Watch this video summary of today’s passage
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ar732X9uO3I

Youth

Watch these videos and discuss what it means when Jesus says “I am the gate”, “I am the good shepherd”.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xjrbgy5Ok0U https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDmGcvEU7GU

Pray
Read out Psalm 23 as a prayer.

engage 
As parents, encourage your family to reflect on the bible passage and the big 
idea through a creative/active/engaging activity.

engage



Early Years & Kids
In John 10:4 it says that ‘His sheep follow him because they know his voice.’

How do we listen to Jesus’ voice?
Reading the Bible.

How should we read the Bible regularly as a family?
Discuss Bible reading habits as individuals and as a family.

Youth
In the light of the passage John 10:1-21 answer these questions:

Who do you relate to the most in this passage? Why? How does that make you feel? 

 What do we learn about God/Jesus from this passage? 

What do you think is the ‘lesson’ of this passage? 

What does this passage hold up as a positive example for us to do? What does this 
passage hold up as negative examples of what not to do?

What does it look like for us to follow (or not follow) the examples set in this passage as 
children of God who live in the freedom of God’s grace?  

Pray
Dear Heavenly Father,
Thank you for Jesus our Good Shepherd.
Help us listen to his voice in all things, knowing he will lead us to green pastures.
In Jesus name,
Amen 

do 
As parents, encourage your family to work out real and practical ways they 
can respond to God in light of the Bible passage. Land the application in this 
section.

do



Early Years & Kids 
 
‘The Baa Baa Song He’s the Good Shepherd - Dance Steps for Kids’ by Mega Harvest KidzConnect.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KuBEv334q3c

Youth
 
‘Shepherd of My Soul’ by Rivers & Robots
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P4S8ne-xU0E

sing 
As parents, encourage listen and even sing along together to songs that are a 
great way of responding with our hearts to what we are growing in together.

sing






