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In the gospel of John chapters 5 – 8 we see Jesus having less 
conversation with individuals than in chapters 1-4 and more 
conversations with large groups of people. These dialogues 
often taken on a questioning or debating tone as Jesus 
seeks to make the case that he really is the Messiah, sent by 
the God the Father in heaven, and that he is equal with the 
Father. These claims lead people to question the evidence 
for these claims, and for others to accuse him of blasphemy. 
Witnesses are called, evidence is presented, and judgment is 
made by either side. The consequences could not be greater 
– if Jesus is telling the truth, eternal life or eternal damnation 
rests on faith in him. If he is speaking falsehood, Jesus’ own 
life should be demanded of him.  

While we have a new context and a different form to the 
discussions that Jesus is having with people in these 
chapters, the gospel author John’s main goal remains the 
same, to bring people to faith in Jesus Christ so that they 
might have eternal life. Consider the repetition of the message 
through these chapters.  

John 6:28 Then they asked him, ‘What must we do to do 
the works God requires?’ 29 Jesus answered, ‘The work 
of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent. 

John 6:40 For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks 
to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I 
will raise them up at the last day.’ 

John 7:38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, 
rivers of living water will flow from within them. 

John 8:12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he 
said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 
never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’  

Introduction – Jesus on Trial 
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This repetition can do two things for us as believers. It can 
drive home what’s at stake as we present the gospel of life to 
friends, colleagues, classmates and family around us. It can 
also help us to reflect on how Jesus shares truth and offers 
evidence for the truthfulness of his claims, while also leaning 
into the fact that one must have faith to believe and then 
understanding follows. This will help us to think more clearly 
about what it is we do when we share the gospel with people 
around us. 

One important thing to note for these studies is the different 
format the questions are taking. This term, the question for 
each passage will remain the same each week. But the similar 
questions are designed to help us see significant differences 
in each of the passages (while noting the repetition of Jesus 
message). We believe this format will also teach us to read 
well God’s word by continually pointing us back to the 
text and then inviting discussion based on what our deep 
observation has revealed. We welcome your feedback on this 
approach.   

To get the most of these questions, below are some things to 
think through as you discuss them in your time together.

Who are the characters in this passage, and what might 
that contribute to the story? Are they Jewish/gentile, male/
female, old/young, rich/poor, welcomed/shunned, etc.

Where does this passage take place? Does it happen for a 
nation, in a city/village/fields, along a road, etc.

Getting the most  
from the studies
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When does this passage take place, and what is the 
duration of time over the passage? When in biblical history? 
Is it Old Testament/New Testament, pre cross/post cross? 
What year or time of year? Is it near a significant event? What 
happens in the passages either side of the story?

What is said in this passage? Are there key words or 
phrases? Is someone teaching? Are they ‘human’ words or 
are they speaking on behalf of God? Is there any thing you 
don’t understand? 

What motivates the characters to act as they do? Is it faith, 
love, fear, anger, envy, insecurity, command by God? 

Is there any significance to the time or place of the passage 
that gives meaning to what is happening? If it’s the OT, are 
there any NT links and vice versa? Are there similar scenes in 
other parts of the bible to contrast and compare? 

What is the significance of what happens in the passage? 
What changes as a result of the events of this passage? 
Is it a personal change or a community change? Are 
the consequences negative or positive for the different 
characters? 
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ONE

JESUS  
IS LORD 
OF THE 
SABBATH



Getting Started
1. Who are the characters in this passage? What are their 

characteristics? 

2. Where does this passage take place? 

3. When does this passage take place? What is the duration 
of time over the passage?

4. What happens in this passage? 

5. What is said in this passage? 

Go Deeper
6. What motivates the characters to act as they do? 

7. Is there any significance to the time or place of the 
passage that gives meaning to what is happening? 

READ JOHN 5:1-15



8. What is the significance of what happens in the passage?

Apply the Passage
9. Who do you relate to the most in this passage? Why? 

How does that make you feel? 

10. What do we learn about God/Jesus from this passage? 

11. What do you think is the ‘lesson’ of this passage? 

12. What does this passage hold up as a positive example 
for us to do? What does this passage hold up as negative 
examples of what not to do? 

13. Can you think of examples of how the lesson of this 
passage, and it’s positive and negative examples can be 
lived out in our lives as those who live by God’s grace 
today?
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Pray



TWO

A LIFE 
SENTENCE



Getting Started
1. Who are the characters in this passage? What are their 

characteristics? 

2. Where does this passage take place? 

3. When does this passage take place? What is the duration 
of time over the passage?

4. What happens in this passage? 

5. What is said in this passage? 

Go Deeper
6. What motivates the characters to act as they do? 

7. Is there any significance to the time or place of the 
passage that gives meaning to what is happening? 

READ JOHN 5:16-47 



8. What is the significance of what happens in the passage?

Apply the Passage
9. Who do you relate to the most in this passage? Why? 

How does that make you feel? 

10. What do we learn about God/Jesus from this passage? 

11. What do you think is the ‘lesson’ of this passage? 

12. What does this passage hold up as a positive example 
for us to do? What does this passage hold up as negative 
examples of what not to do? 

13. Can you think of examples of how the lesson of this 
passage, and it’s positive and negative examples can be 
lived out in our lives as those who live by God’s grace 
today?
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Pray



THREE

LORD OF 
CREATION 



Getting Started
1. Who are the characters in this passage? What are their 

characteristics? 

2. Where does this passage take place? 

3. When does this passage take place? What is the duration 
of time over the passage?

4. What happens in this passage? 

5. What is said in this passage? 

Go Deeper
6. What motivates the characters to act as they do? 

7. Is there any significance to the time or place of the 
passage that gives meaning to what is happening? 

READ JOHN 6:1-21 



8. What is the significance of what happens in the passage?

Apply the Passage
9. Who do you relate to the most in this passage? Why? 

How does that make you feel? 

10. What do we learn about God/Jesus from this passage? 

11. What do you think is the ‘lesson’ of this passage? 

12. What does this passage hold up as a positive example 
for us to do? What does this passage hold up as negative 
examples of what not to do? 

13. Can you think of examples of how the lesson of this 
passage, and it’s positive and negative examples can be 
lived out in our lives as those who live by God’s grace 
today?
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Pray



FOUR

BREAD  
OF LIFE 



Getting Started
1. Who are the characters in this passage? What are their 

characteristics? 

2. Where does this passage take place? 

3. When does this passage take place? What is the duration 
of time over the passage?

4. What happens in this passage? 

5. What is said in this passage? 

Go Deeper
6. What motivates the characters to act as they do? 

7. Is there any significance to the time or place of the 
passage that gives meaning to what is happening? 

READ JOHN 6:22-40



8. What is the significance of what happens in the passage?

Apply the Passage
9. Who do you relate to the most in this passage? Why? 

How does that make you feel? 

10. What do we learn about God/Jesus from this passage? 

11. What do you think is the ‘lesson’ of this passage? 

12. What does this passage hold up as a positive example 
for us to do? What does this passage hold up as negative 
examples of what not to do? 

13. Can you think of examples of how the lesson of this 
passage, and it’s positive and negative examples can be 
lived out in our lives as those who live by God’s grace 
today?
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Pray



FIVE

COMPLETE 
BELIEF   



Getting Started
1. Who are the characters in this passage? What are their 

characteristics? 

2. Where does this passage take place? 

3. When does this passage take place? What is the duration 
of time over the passage?

4. What happens in this passage? 

5. What is said in this passage? 

Go Deeper
6. What motivates the characters to act as they do? 

7. Is there any significance to the time or place of the 
passage that gives meaning to what is happening? 

READ JOHN 6:41-71



8. What is the significance of what happens in the passage?

Apply the Passage
9. Who do you relate to the most in this passage? Why? 

How does that make you feel? 

10. What do we learn about God/Jesus from this passage? 

11. What do you think is the ‘lesson’ of this passage? 

12. What does this passage hold up as a positive example 
for us to do? What does this passage hold up as negative 
examples of what not to do? 

13. Can you think of examples of how the lesson of this 
passage, and it’s positive and negative examples can be 
lived out in our lives as those who live by God’s grace 
today?
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Pray



SIX

JUDGING 
JESUS  



Getting Started
1. Who are the characters in this passage? What are their 

characteristics? 

2. Where does this passage take place? 

3. When does this passage take place? What is the duration 
of time over the passage?

4. What happens in this passage? 

5. What is said in this passage? 

Go Deeper
6. What motivates the characters to act as they do? 

7. Is there any significance to the time or place of the 
passage that gives meaning to what is happening? 

READ JOHN 7:1-24



8. What is the significance of what happens in the passage?

Apply the Passage
9. Who do you relate to the most in this passage? Why? 

How does that make you feel? 

10. What do we learn about God/Jesus from this passage? 

11. What do you think is the ‘lesson’ of this passage? 

12. What does this passage hold up as a positive example 
for us to do? What does this passage hold up as negative 
examples of what not to do? 

13. Can you think of examples of how the lesson of this 
passage, and it’s positive and negative examples can be 
lived out in our lives as those who live by God’s grace 
today?
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Pray



SEVEN

AUTHORITY



Getting Started
1. Who are the characters in this passage? What are their 

characteristics? 

2. Where does this passage take place? 

3. When does this passage take place? What is the duration 
of time over the passage?

4. What happens in this passage? 

5. What is said in this passage? 

Go Deeper
6. What motivates the characters to act as they do? 

7. Is there any significance to the time or place of the 
passage that gives meaning to what is happening? 

READ JOHN 7:25-52 



8. What is the significance of what happens in the passage?

Apply the Passage
9. Who do you relate to the most in this passage? Why? 

How does that make you feel? 

10. What do we learn about God/Jesus from this passage? 

11. What do you think is the ‘lesson’ of this passage? 

12. What does this passage hold up as a positive example 
for us to do? What does this passage hold up as negative 
examples of what not to do? 

13. Can you think of examples of how the lesson of this 
passage, and it’s positive and negative examples can be 
lived out in our lives as those who live by God’s grace 
today?
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Pray



EIGHT

LIGHT  
OF THE  
WORLD



Getting Started
1. Who are the characters in this passage? What are their 

characteristics? 

2. Where does this passage take place? 

3. When does this passage take place? What is the duration 
of time over the passage?

4. What happens in this passage? 

5. What is said in this passage? 

Go Deeper
6. What motivates the characters to act as they do? 

7. Is there any significance to the time or place of the 
passage that gives meaning to what is happening? 

READ JOHN 8:12-30 



8. What is the significance of what happens in the passage?

Apply the Passage
9. Who do you relate to the most in this passage? Why? 

How does that make you feel? 

10. What do we learn about God/Jesus from this passage? 

11. What do you think is the ‘lesson’ of this passage? 

12. What does this passage hold up as a positive example 
for us to do? What does this passage hold up as negative 
examples of what not to do? 

13. Can you think of examples of how the lesson of this 
passage, and it’s positive and negative examples can be 
lived out in our lives as those who live by God’s grace 
today?
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Pray



NINE

TRUTH + 
FREEDOM 



Getting Started
1. Who are the characters in this passage? What are their 

characteristics? 

2. Where does this passage take place? 

3. When does this passage take place? What is the duration 
of time over the passage?

4. What happens in this passage? 

5. What is said in this passage? 

Go Deeper
6. What motivates the characters to act as they do? 

7. Is there any significance to the time or place of the 
passage that gives meaning to what is happening? 

READ JOHN 8:31-59  



8. What is the significance of what happens in the passage?

Apply the Passage
9. Who do you relate to the most in this passage? Why? 

How does that make you feel? 

10. What do we learn about God/Jesus from this passage? 

11. What do you think is the ‘lesson’ of this passage? 

12. What does this passage hold up as a positive example 
for us to do? What does this passage hold up as negative 
examples of what not to do? 

13. Can you think of examples of how the lesson of this 
passage, and it’s positive and negative examples can be 
lived out in our lives as those who live by God’s grace 
today?
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Pray
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