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Mark 10:35-52

The disciples are blind to Jesus and the nature of his 
kingdom, and so blind to follow Jesus in the way of service 
to all. Instead a blind beggar truly sees and follows Jesus on 
the way. 

The disciples can’t see that living in God’s kingdom means 
being a servant to others, but the blind man sees that 
trusting and following Jesus is what is really important. 

Strive for greatness in Jesus’ eyes by being a humble servant 
of God and others. 

Mark 10:45 - “Even the Son of Man did not come to be served. 
Instead, he came to serve others. He came to give his life as 
the price for setting many people free.”

DATE

BIBLE READING

BIG IDEA

KIDS BIG IDEA

KIDS APPLICATION

KEY VERSE

Open your eyes to the true calling of Jesus to live as humble 
servants of one another. Consider what requests and favours 
you ask of Jesus as a comparison to the disciples and the 
blind man in this passage. Are you prepared to receive a ‘no’ 
in response to your prayers? Are you prepared to suffer for 
your faith? Are you prepared to lay down your life? These are 
not small things we are called to do. 

QUICK VIEW

Kids: Blind Bartimaeus - Emu Music

“Then Jesus stopped and spoke / 
Bartimaeus you will see / I have healed 
your blindness / Cause you trusted me”

 
Youth: Altar - SEU Worship

“This is life, this is life / To bid me 
come and die / Spirit of living God / 
You’re all that satisfies / Here I give my 
everything / Surrendered at the altar of 
my King”

KEY SONGS



This week we are thinking about making ourselves servants to others, in the image of how Jesus did for us by laying His life 
down for us. Consider how you can point your family to these themes in the moments you share this week. 

- Have kids plan three things each day at breakfast that they will do for others. Tell them to make the list in their heads and not tell 
anyone what they have done, practising humility and instead giving glory to God. 

- Identify times during the week when your kids are struggling with tasks or with their sin. Remind them that we are not promised an 
easy life but we are promised that we will share in Christ’s sufferings to share in His glory. Take those opportunities to direct your kids’ 
minds to that glory, praising God that it is far greater than any suffering we will ever face. 

- When praying with your kids, challenge them to consider the things they are asking for in their prayers. Are they asking for their own 
glory? Are they asking with faith that God can answer their prayers? Are they willing to accept ‘no’ for an answer if it not apart of God’s 
plan? 

Father God, we do not know all the plans you have for us. But we know your promises of love, grace and eternal glory and life 
with you in heaven. Lord, our minds are too small to really understand what that means. We spend all our time thinking about 
this life, the things we want, the comfort we want, and the happiness we want. 
Please help us to look to You; to something bigger and greater. We praise You that Your Son did not suffer from this short-
sightedness. He looked right at You; never losing focus, never losing faith. He suffered for it, but His glory was so much greater. 
Lord please give us strength to stand in that suffering, that you have said You will not spare us from. In response to what You 
have done for us, please help our hearts to be ones devoted to humble service to each other. Please free us from temptations 
of laziness, selfishness and pride that stop us from giving up our time, money and effort for Your created people. 
We are so grateful that You hear each and every prayer we lift to You, and You answer each one in Your time. We pray for 
patience and understanding with the answers You give, trusting that they are the right ones. 
In Jesus’ name we lift our prayer to You, by the power of Your Spirit,
Amen. 

MOMENTS

PRAYER



As parents, encourage your family to personally reflect on the 
Bible passage, and what it means for them. Try to guide this so it 
lands close to the big idea.

Praise God that He listens to all our requests, just like Jesus listened to the requests in this passage. Praise Him that He will 
always respond in the best way, even if we don’t get the answer we wanted. Ask God to help us always be satisfied with His 
answer. 

REFLECT

PRAY

Parents, read Mark 10:35-52 aloud 
slowly. 

Jesus gets asked for two favours - 
what are they? Does He say yes or no?

Watch the Youtube video “Tiny Bible 
Treasures 7 Blind Bartimaeus”

EARLY YEARS
As a Family read Mark 10:35-52.

The disciples have spent lots of time 
around Jesus. How do they respond 
to Jesus? 

Bartimaeus has heard about Jesus 
but is meeting Him for the first time. 
How does he respond to Jesus? 
Remember the Big Idea: The disciples 
can’t see that living in God’s kingdom 
means being a servant to others, 
but the blind man sees that trusting 
and following Jesus is what is really 
important. 

KIDS
Use the Swedish method to reflect on 
the Mark 10:35-52: 
Read it together. 
Each person identifies:

  ‘light bulb’ (something that  
 shines/stands out to them)

 ‘question mark’ (something  
 that confuses them) 

 ‘arrow’ (an application).  
 

Discuss those points together. 

YOUTH



As parents, encourage your family to see how they are reacting 
emotionally to the Bible passage. Engage emotionally and bring it 
before God.

Ask God to always help us to trust in His answers to our prayers. Bring to God all the emotions this passage brought out and 
ask Him to take them and use them for His glory. Ask Him to take our anger and let it be for His enemies, to take our passion 
and use it for His purposes, to take our compassion and use it for His creation. 

REACT

PRAY

Read or review Mark 10:35-52.

If you had spent all that time being around Jesus and helping 
Him, would you expect to sit beside Him in heaven? 

Do you feel that the disciples’ request was fair? 

Do you feel Jesus’ response was fair?

Read or Review Mark 10:35-52.

Play a blindfold game where someone is led around the 
house or is required to do one of their normal household 
chores with a blindfold on. 

What is it like to be blind? 

Can you imagine living your whole life blind? 

How do you think the blind man felt when he could see 
again? 

EARLY YEARS & KIDS YOUTH



FAMILIES
Remind one another of what happened in this week’s passage (Mark 10:35-52).

In what ways do each of us (mum, dad, siblings) serve each other in our family? I.e. Cooking dinner, doing laundry, washing the 
car, cleaning the house etc.

Discuss some short-comings you might have that stop you from serving - e.g. laziness, not liking a particular chore, 
procrastination, forgetfulness, etc.

The way Jesus calls us to serve is beyond our ‘obligation’ or our assigned tasks. There is great joy to be found in serving this 
way! Our selfish, sinful hearts tell us that we don’t need to, and that we can have joy without doing this. 
Discuss times when you have found happiness through serving. 

RELATE As parents, encourage your family to share honestly, and listen deeply to how one another are 
growing as disciples. 
Parents it will be important for you to model honesty and vulnerability as you answer these 
questions, so your kids know they can do the same. Allow time for everyone to reflect and 
answer each question openly and honestly. Make sure you listen well to one another, and pray 
from the heart. 

PRAY
Ask God to give you all a servant heart for each other and others around you. Praise God that we have the example of Jesus, 
our servant King. Ask God to help us identify the sin in our hearts that stops us from living like He calls us to, and to give us the 
power through the Spirit to resist the temptation of idleness and selfishness. 



As parents, encourage your family to work out real and 
practical ways they can respond to God in light of the 
Bible passage. Land the application in this section.

Ask God to grow your servant eyes to see need, your servant hearts to want to fill it, and your servant hands to carry it out. Ask 
God to bless your actions, that you might bring glory to Him and remain humble yourself, not seeking praise or recognition for 
your actions. 

RESPOND

PRAY

FAMILIES
Think about what you’ve learned from Mark 10:35-52.

What things can we do as a family to be servants to the people around us? Neighbours, church friends, family members? 

Think of ways other people around you might need help. Think individually about how you can be helping your immediate 
family better. Think together about how you as a family unit can be serving others. 

Make some concrete goals for short term, medium term and long term of serving others. 
Have each family member do it individually, and do it together as a family. 

E.g.  short term - make extras of dinner tonight to drop off to another family
 Medium term - Sign up for a new way of serving at church or in the community
 Long term - Leading a growth group (kids/youth/young adult/adult) at church or a Bible study for friends



As parents, encourage your family to review the Bible passage 
for the week. This section tries to find a way to engage with the 
passage in a different way.REVIEW

Thank God for revealing Himself by His Spirit through this passage. Praise God for His eternal kingdom that we are promised a 
place in. Pray for strength to endure the struggles we are promised on this earth. 

PRAY

EARLY YEARS
Re-read the passage, focusing on Mark 10:38-40, where Jesus 
says James and John will drink the cup he drinks and be 
baptised with the baptism He will be baptised with. What 
does this mean? 

Look at Acts 12:1-2 and Revelation 1:9 to see the later 
experiences of James and John. 
We are not promised an easy life. We are called to sacrifice 
everything for Christ. Are you ready for that? 

YOUTH
Listen to the song “Blind 
Bartimaeus” 

“Then Jesus stopped and spoke / 
Bartimaeus you will see / I have 
healed your blindness / Cause you 
trusted me”

Listen to Altar - SEU Worship
“This is life, this is life / To bid me come 
and die / Spirit of living God / You’re all 
that satisfies / Here I give my everything / 
Surrendered at the altar of my King”



Family Discipleship is kind of a big deal. Deuteronomy 
6:4-7 instructs parents to make God front and centre in 
home life; talking with children, impressing upon them 
and working with them at all times of the day and night. 
Put simply a parent’s primary ministry is to raise their 
children to be disciples of Jesus. 

For some of you it’s already a regular part of the rhythm of 
your family’s week; keep up the good
work. Some of you will feel like you could be doing 
better; keep on trying, practice builds confidence and 
competence. And some of you feel overwhelmed and 
don’t know where to start; that’s ok, your church family is 
here to help.

Our prayer is that this Family Discipleship Guide will give 
you some helpful tools in developing a weekly rhythm of 
discipleship practices to help you and your family to grow 
together in love and service of God.

We’ve broken the guide in into 5 parts each with its own 
specific way of engaging the bible passage that week:
REFLECT encourages family members to reflect on the 
bible passage and what it means to them.
REACT engages your emotions and helps bringing those 
reactions before God.
RELATE encourages families to share honestly, and listen 
deeply to how one another are growing as disciples.
RESPOND helps families to work out real and practical 
ways they can respond to God in light of the weekly bible 
passage.
REVIEW encourages families to review the bible passage 
for the week and engage with it in a different way.

You might like to use these as 5 separate daily devotions, 
OR you might like to group some of the sections together 
to make a couple of family devotional times but leave 
yourself room to use other resources you’ve found 
elsewhere. Remember these are a collection of tools, not 
rules, for family discipleship.

Don’t forget to show us how your family are discipling 
one another by sharing your photos and reflections 
on our social media pages with the hashtag 
#WeAreLivingChurch. 

HI FAMILIES!


