
I am the 
Gate

FAMILY 
DISCIPLESHIP
GUIDE



Hi Families!
Family Discipleship is kind of a big deal. 
Deuteronomy 6:4-7 instructs parents to 
make God front and centre in home life; 
talking with children, impressing upon 
them and writing with them at all times of 
the day and night. Put simply a parent’s 
primary ministry is to raise their children 
to be disciples of Jesus.  

For some of you it’s already a regular 
part of the rhythm of your family’s week; 
keep up the good work. Some of you will 
feel like you could be doing better; keep 
on trying, practice builds confidence 
and competence. And some of you feel 
overwhelmed and don’t know where to 
start; that’s ok, your church family is here 
to help. 

Our prayer is that this Family Discipleship 
Guide will give you some helpful tools 
in developing a weekly rhythm of 
discipleship practices to help you and 
your family to grow together in love and 
service of God. 

We’ve broken the guide in into 5 parts 
each with its own specific way of 
engaging the bible passage that week: 

REFLECT encourages family members 
to reflect on the bible passage and what it 
means to them. 
REACT engages your emotions and 
helps bringing those reactions before 
God. 
RELATE encourages families to share 
honestly, and listen deeply to how one 
another are growing as disciples. 
RESPOND helps families to work out real 
and practical ways they can respond to 
God in light of the weekly bible passage. 
REVIEW encourages families to review 
the bible passage for the week and 
engage with it in a different way. 

You might like to use these as 5 separate 
daily devotions, OR you might like to 
group some of the sections together 
to make a couple of family devotional 
times but leave yourself room to use 
other resources you’ve found elsewhere.  
Remember these are a collection of tools, 
not rules, for family discipleship. 

Don’t forget to show us how your family 
are discipling one another by sharing 
your photos and reflections on our 
social media pages with the hashtag 
#WeAreLivingChurch. 

7th-13th June
BIG IDEA
We are constantly tempted to open all sorts of ‘gates’ to find ways to 
satisfy our desires and longings. 
Jesus is the gate to the good and full life, we find true satisfaction and 
salvation in him, not other ways.
  

KIDS BIG IDEA
Jesus is the gate. Through him we can be saved into a life that is good 
and full, and safe from things and people who want to steal our life.
 

BIBLE PASSAGE
John 10:7-10

APPLICATION
Put Jesus first in your life and then you can enjoy the good and full life 
he has given you.



I am the gate; whoever 
enters through me will 
be saved. They will come 
in and go out, and find 
pasture.
JOHN 10:9



Read John 9:13-10:10

How does Jesus’ story about sheep, 
robbers and the gate relate to the blind man 
and the Pharisees?

Jesus explains that he is the gate; the only 
way for a person to be saved.
The blind man is the sheep that enters 
through the gate; He is saved by believing 
that Jesus is his lord. 
The Pharisees are the thieves and robbers; 
They try to take salvation for themselves.

What do you think this story means for us 
today?

What Jesus says about being the gate is still 
so true today. Through him is the only way to 
be saved.

The John 10:10 says that Jesus has come 
that we may have life and have it to the full. 
What do you think Jesus means by full?

When Jesus came, he turned the world 
upside down. He came to re-order our 
desires and align our will with his Father’s will. 
A full life is one that is satisfied entirely with 
Jesus, Having an identity that is shaped by 
being a child of God. It’s not a life focused on 
being fullfilled by all the “good” things of this 
world. Yes, there are good things that we can 
enjoy but they will not keep us satisfied. Only 
God can satisfy us eternally. 

Reflect
KIDS

PRAY MEDIA

YOUTH
Read John 10:7-10

Watch the I AM Video for this week.

Perhaps as you are making your door 
hangers, have a chat through the questions 
below. Keep in mind these questions will 
only make sense if you’ve watched the 
video. The main passage is from John 10 
but the video pulls content from chapter 9 
as well. If you have kids in upper primary 
they might like to read the larger passage 
that is suggested in the youth section.

What do you think about the Pharisees?
Why did Jesus call them thieves and 
robbers?

They are blind to the way people are to be 
saved. They think that they can jump into the 
pen on their own. They think they can saved 
themselves by following the rules and they 
also tell this to other people and lead them 
away from Jesus.

What about the blind man? How is he 
different to the Pharisees?

He believes that Jesus is God’s son, and that 
he is the only gate to enter through and be 
saved.

Thank God for sending Jesus to be the gate 
so that you and your family can be saved.  

Praise Him for being a loving and kind God 
who chose to save us. 

Ask Him to help your family to remember 
that Jesus is the only one who can save 
you. Youtube - I AM The Gate - Kids Video Week 4

As parents, encourage your family to personally reflect on the Bible 
passage, and what it means for them. Try to guide this so it lands 
close to the big idea.

YouTube - Streetlights Film: I AM the Gate

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xjrbgy5Ok0U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cakz1PalqDc


React
KIDS

PRAY

YOUTH
Print out the passage (John 10:7-10), ideally 
with plenty of space between in the lines.
As you read through it have your kids draw 
a happy face next to something that makes 
them feel good or safe and a sad face when 
there’s something that makes them sad or 
scared.

For example verse 10 could look something 
like this.

The thief comes only to steal and kill and 

destroy; I have come that they may have life, 

and have it to the full.

How many of the happy faces relate to what 
we have because of what Jesus has done?

How does it make you feel knowing that 
Jesus asks you to enter through the gate?

Kids

Dear God, 
Thank you for all the good things that 
you give us. We thank you most off for 
Jesus who died for us,
Amen.

Youth 

Lord, 
Thank you for all the good things in 
the world that you have created for us 
to enjoy. But we are aware that there 
are times when we do not give you the 
glory for this things. Help us to put our 
trust entirely in you and not the good 
gifts you give. In Jesus name,
Amen.

Listen to Messiah by Beautiful Eulogy

Read the lyrics of the last section again

Help us not be haste when it comes to 
temporal blessings
And always see them for what they’re actually 
meant to be
A mere extension of Your love and kindness
Extended to an undeserved humanity
Help us not see greater value in the gifts You 
give
And not become distracted from their intended 
desires
May we regard the world and all that is in it
As nothing compared to the satisfaction of 
knowing 
Our Messiah

In what ways do you fall into the trap of 
seeking out “temporal blessings”? 

How often do you truly thank God for even 
the smallest gifts he gives?

Do these gifts lead you to praise God?

How does it make you feel knowing 
that Jesus has saved you from a life of 
“Endlessly trusting in empty entities”?

As parents, encourage your family to see how they are reacting emotionally 
to the Bible passage. Engage emotionally and bring it before God. 

MEDIA

Spotify - Beautiful Eulogy - Messiah

https://open.spotify.com/track/63LPZbHBsDNJmqElzUEqwV?si=wBnU_L5dTW6nwuA0URJxjA


Relate
ALL TOGETHER

PRAY

Parents it will be important for you to model honesty and vulnerability 
as you answer these questions, so your kids know they can do the 
same. 

Allow time for everyone to reflect and answer each question openly 
and honestly. 

Make sure you listen well to one another, and pray from the heart. 

Have a family discussion and give everyone time to respond.  
Take some time as a family to ask each member these questions, 
and really listen to their responses.  After each person has reflected 
on the questions have another family member pray for them 
specifically. 

How have you gone with putting Jesus first 
this week?

What good gifts are you thankful that God 
has given you?

How can you rely on God this week?

How can we pray for you?
 

After each person has reflected on the questions have another 
family member pray for them specifically.  You might like to use 
these sentence starters a guide: 

Dear God, 
I thank you for ___ (the person you are praying for).
Thank you for all the good gifts you have given them
Please help them to rely on you by...

Amen

As parents, encourage your family to share honestly, and listen deeply to 
how one another are growing as disciples.  



Respond
KIDS

PRAY MEDIA

YOUTH
We might be tempted to look to things other 
than Jesus to make us happy. We can thank 
God for them, but they will never keep us 
happy for very long. Jesus is the only one 
who can give us joy that will not fade. 

What things do we have in our lives that are 
good?

How might these things take your attention 
away from God?

How can we chose to put Jesus first 
instead of the things he blesses us with? 

Listen to this classic Colin Buchanan song. 
Notice what is in the store behind Colin as 
he walks down the street.

Encourage your family to start practicing 
gratitude. If Jesus is first in our lives then 
we will praise him for all the good things we 
have or experience. If you experience good 
and it takes your gaze away from Jesus 
this is what we call idolatry. Our relationship 
with God should deepen as we realise he 
is the one that blesses us with good gifts. 
This something we must do individually and 
is important for you as a parent to model to 
your family. Start vocally thanking God for 
good things in front of your family.

Perhaps to start, your family could do a 
slightly different grace before dinner. Each 
person can say a quick pray being thankful 
to God for something. 

Jesus says in John 10:10, that he has come 
so that we may have live and have it to the 
full. It can be so tempting to seek the full 
life in places other than our saviour Jesus.

The new iphone is out...
I’ve worked hard, I deserve ...
Finally I got a girlfriend/boyfriend...
I just need to be the best at...

Where are you tempted to seek a full life 
outside of Jesus?

How can we chose to put Jesus first 
instead of the things he blesses us with?

All that is good in the world is from God. 
But we must first be thankful for God’s 
greatest gift, the gift of His son to us, and the 
salvation we have because of His death and 
resurrection. Once we are truly thankful for 
this, God will start to shape our hearts to help 
us seek after what is truly satisfying. And as 
we enjoy the good gifts God has given us it 
will cause us to praise him.

As parents, encourage your family to work out real and 
practical ways they can respond to God in light of the Bible 
passage. Land the application in this section. 

YouTube - Colin Buchanan - The Greatest Treasure Out & About

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5EMyXox-m2k


Review

PRAY MEDIA
Take a quiet moment and have everyone 
reflect on the passage and what they have 
learnt about Jesus. Have each person 
then pray thanking God for the way he has 
revealed more of himself to them.

Lord,
Thank you for coming to the world to be the 
gate. We know that you are the only gate 
through which we can be saved. Continue to 
be with us now and always.
In Jesus name,
Amen.

YouTube - Streetlights Film: I AM the Gate

As parents, encourage your family to review the Bible passage for the 
week. This section tries to find a way to engage with the passage in a 
different way. 

KIDS YOUTH
Passage: John 10:7-10

Together as a family build a fort/sheep pen. 
Make sure it has a gate! 
If you have kids who like acting things out 
you could read the passage and assign the 
different characters to someone so they can 
act it out using the pen you have built.

If that’s not something your kids would like 
to do you could get comfortable in your fort 
(perfect in this cold weather) and read the 
passage together.

Reflect on what you have learnt about 
Jesus this week.

Watch both the videos below. The 2nd is 
a great video to wrap up this week. Take 
some time as a family to reflect of all that 
you have learnt, thought about and prayed 
for this week. 

YouTube - Lesson 4: Home Coming

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xjrbgy5Ok0U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OvuDhrZrYRQ

