
 
8. BEHOLD THE KING 
Luke 23:26-49 

 EVERY GROUP WILL BE DIFFERENT BUT IT IS IMPORTANT WE ALL COMMUNICATE THE SAME BIG IDEA AND APPLICATION. 
BIG IDEA: 
By the end of kids church kids 
should KNOW THIS: 

King Jesus dies on 
the cross so we are 
saved from what 
we really deserve 
and can live for 
him instead. 
 
APPLICATION: 
By the end of kids church kids 
should be able to go 
and DO THIS: 

We cannot reject 
Jesus or half 
follow him. We 
must recognise we 
really deserve to 
be punished so we 
fully depend on 
Jesus’ forgiveness. 
 
MEMORY VERSE: 
[Jesus] told them, 
“This is what is 
written. The 
Messiah will suffer. 
He will rise from 
the dead on the 
third day. His 
followers will 
preach in his 
name. They will 
tell others to turn 
away from their 
sins and be 
forgiven.. 

- Luke 24:46-47 

BIG GROUP TIME 
SONGS 
MADE ALIVE–  Citizens & Saints 
“You have bought me back with the riches of, Your amazing grace and relentless love” 
NOTHING BUT THE BLOOD – Citizens 
“For my pardon, this I see; Nothing but the blood of Jesus. For my cleansing, this I plead; Nothing but the 
blood of Jesus” 
 
DISCOVERY TIME 
Tell the story of Jesus’ crucifixion next to two criminals, using cut-out silhouettes. 
Use dark colored silhouettes representing the sin of the criminals and a white/light colored one 
representing the purity of Jesus.   
Discuss the different responses of the two criminals and take the sin stained silhouette from the 
repentant criminal and put it on Jesus’ silhouette.   
Discuss how Jesus died on the cross to take the punishment for our sin on himself to save us from 
what we all really deserve, and Jesus promises we can live with him in Paradise. 
 
BIBLE PASSAGE OVERVIEW 
Luke 23:26-49 

- Jesus was taken out and crucified between two criminals. 
- Even while he was being nailed to the cross, Jesus asked God to forgive them because they 

didn’t realise what they were doing. 
- The people and soldiers made fun of Jesus. 
- One of the criminals next to Jesus made fun of him, and said “Save yourself and save us.” 
- The other Criminal told him to stop, because Jesus didn’t deserve to be crucified like they 

did.  Then he turned to Jesus and asked him to remember him when his Kingdom comes. 
- Jesus forgave him and said he’d be with Jesus in Paradise.  
- The sky went dark and the curtain that kept people out of the room in the temple where God 

met with people tore open. 
- Jesus called out to God and said Father I give you my life, then he died. 
- The Roman Commander saw what happened and declared Jesus didn’t deserve to die. 

 
LINKING QUESTION 
This question is intended to be a rhetorical question, to get kids thinking practically about the big idea as they move in to their 
growth group time. 
How will you respond to Jesus? 



GROWTH GROUP TIME 
ACTIVITY 
Bring some simple household appliances from home.  
Discuss how a they won’t work unless they’re plugged in.  
When they’re unplugged they’re essentially dead.   
Now plug the appliances in and turn them on.  Observe 
how they change and work.  Discuss how when they get 
plugged in, they ‘come to life’. 
Discuss how we need to fully depend on Jesus’ 
forgiveness otherwise we’re dead in sin.   
 
DISCUSSION TIME: 
HEAD 
READ or Review Luke 23:26-49 
1. How did the criminals crucified with Jesus respond 

to him? 
- One rejected Jesus and made fun of him 
- The other recognized Jesus was God’s king and asked 
for his forgiveness. 

2. How did Jesus respond to the people around him as 
he was crucified? 
- Jesus asked God to forgive them, because they didn’t 
know what they were doing. 
- Jesus forgave the criminal who repented. 

3. What extraordinary things happened just before 
Jesus died? What do you think they meant? 
- The sun went dark; something dramatic was 
happening. 
- The Curtain in the temple tore  God was creating a 
new way of meeting with and connecting with his 
people. 

4. What did the Roman Centurion realise when Jesus 
died? 
- Jesus didn’t deserve to die, he was good. 

 
HEART 
5. What do you think was important about Jesus’ death 

on the cross? 
6. How do you feel when things that have been the 

same for a long time change completely? 
7. How do you think people felt when the curtain tore 

and they could have a direct relationship with God? 
8. Have you asked Jesus to forgive you? Why/Why not? 

 
HANDS 
9. How will you respond to Jesus death on the cross? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ACTIVITY SHEETS 
Remember, activity sheets are a tool for further discussing the big idea, not 
just a time filler.  Think about how you can use the activities this week to 
prompt discussion. 

 
MIX-IT-UP 
Do something creative or active to help reinforce the big idea and/or the 
application.  Here are some ideas: 

 CRAFT – Sorry no craft this term 
 GAME – Lifelines – Appendix 2.8 

 
PRAYER TIME  
Teach kids to pray in response to the bible passage/s you’ve read today. 
God, in this story I see that you’re willing to go to 
extraordinary lengths to rescue people from sin 
I’m not like that because I only want what’s best for me. 
Thankyou that Jesus came to take the punishment we 
deserve so we can have a direct relationship with you. 
Please forgive me and help me depend on you. 

 


