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in the beginning…
This begins with Adam and Eve, who are 
created to bear his image and to rule 
over the world as his representatives 
(Genesis 1).

“So God created mankind in 
his own image, in the image 
of God he created them; male 
and female he created them.” – 
Genesis 1:27

Where things go 
wrong
Adam and Eve turn their backs on God. 
They reject his rule and try to rule for 
and represent themselves (Genesis 3). 
From this point on, even though our 
hearts are turned away from him and 
are evil all the time (Genesis 6:5). 

“The Lord saw how great the 
wickedness of the human race 
had become on the earth, and 
that every inclination of the 
thoughts of the human heart 
was only evil all the time.” – 
Genesis 6:5

This corruption is enough to earn us a 
death sentence, as we see when God 
judges Adam and Eve in the Garden 
(Genesis 3:19-24), and whole the world 
in Noah’s day (Genesis 6:11-13, 7:21-23).

god’s plan to fix 
things
God rescues Noah from his judgment and 
promises to withhold this sort of judgment 
from people “as long as the earth endures” 
(Genesis 8:20-22). God re-establishes 
a relationship with Noah, where his 
descendants are invited, once more, to be 
fruitful, increase in number, and fill the 
earth (Genesis 9:1-7).

God sets out to recreate a nation of people 
who will represent him. A people who will 
even be a blessing to the nations around 
them – nations full of people not following 
God (Genesis 12).

“I will make you into a great 
nation,  and I will bless you; I 
will make your name great, and 
you will be a blessing. I will bless 
those who bless you, and whoever 
curses you I will curse; and all 
peoples on earth will be blessed 
through you.” – Genesis 12:2-3

This nation, Israel, is created to be a 
“kingdom of priests” (Exodus 19). They 
are given the Old Testament law to mark 
them out as different from the nations 
around them, so that they might carry out 
this special job. This is so that the nations 
might say “Surely this great nation is a wise 
and understanding people” (Deuteronomy 
4:5-9). Israel is called to obey God because 
of what he has done for them – and will do 
for them (Deuteronomy 6:20-25).

What the  
Church gets 
Wrong about  
Judging others,  
but Jesus makes  
right… 

The Church gets judging 
others wrong when we 
forget who we are. We 
forget that we are sinners, 
generously adopted into 
God’s family, through 
Jesus. We forget that this 
isn’t because of who we 
are, but because of who 
he is. We get judging 
others wrong when we 
expect others to think or 
act like Christians.

Jesus gets judging others 
right by living a perfect life, 
which gives him the right 
to judge, and by lovingly 
laying his life down for 
those who rely him.

the story
The story of the Bible is the story of God judging and defeating evil, and punishing sin, while 
gathering a people for himself, and doing all this through Jesus.
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Israel’s ‘religion’ – their obedience to God 
– is connected to who they are, and what 
God has done for them. Knowing that God 
has chosen them for his Glory, not because 
of their own holiness (Deuteronomy 9:4-6) 
is meant to shape the way they treat others 
– both people within God’s community, 
and those from other nations.

“It is not because of your 
righteousness or your integrity 
that you are going in to take 
possession of their land; but on 
account of the wickedness of 
these nations, the Lord your God 
will drive them out before you, to 
accomplish what he swore to your 
fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob.” – Deuteronomy 9:5

The Old Testament Law (Genesis-
Deuteronomy) is about demonstrating 
God’s ‘holiness’ – to be holy is to be set 
apart by, and for, God. Leviticus contains 
a bunch of laws specifically designed to 
teach Israel how to behave differently 
from the nations in all of life, and 
especially how they worship God as God 
rather than worshipping the false gods 
around them (Leviticus 18:1-5).

The Church often takes hold of these 
laws from Leviticus and wields them in 
judging the behaviour of those outside 
of the Church. This is despite the original 
intention of the Laws. 

God’s laws were to teach God’s people, 
Israel, about what obedience looked like 
as a response to what God had done for 
them in saving them and making them 
his special people. 

Even if God’s judgment rests on people 
outside of Israel for their behaviour, 
there is no expectation in the Old 
Testament that people from these 
nations follow the law unless they are 
residing with Israel in the Promised Land, 
sharing this history (Leviticus 18:24-30)

While the Law is contained in the first 
five books of the Old Testament – and 
this includes the story of God creating 
the nation of Israel – the rest of the Old 
Testament explores how well Israel 
does at keeping the law, and being this 
“kingdom of priests.”

They do a terrible job. 

By the end of the Old Testament it’s clear 
that the Israelites weren’t chosen by 
God because they were holier than the 
nations – if anything, they are less holy 
than the people around them. 

“I want you to know that I am not 
doing this for your sake, declares 
the Sovereign Lord. Be ashamed 
and disgraced for your conduct, 
people of Israel!” – Ezekiel 36:32

how Jesus makes 
things right...
When we arrive in the New Testament, 
Israel is a nation again, back in their Land, 
but their hearts are still far from God. 
They are still ruled by a foreign king. Their 
exile is not over – their hearts have not yet 
been transformed – and they seem to have 
forgotten their history. Again. It seems 
they’ve forgotten what the law is all about. 
They’re quick to judge others, forgetting 
the judgement they themselves deserve. 
Forgetting God’s mercy to them.

When he preaches about what God’s 
Kingdom looks like in Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus tells people not to judge 
others because of the danger of hypocrisy 
(Matthew 7:1-5). This is something like a 
lesson from Israel’s history. 

“Do not judge, or you too will be 
judged. For in the same way you 
judge others, you will be judged, 
and with the measure you use, 
it will be measured to you.” – 
Matthew 7:1-2

Jesus tells the leaders of Israel that God’s 
law can be summed up as “love the Lord 
your God with all your heart” and “love 
your neighbour as yourself” (Matthew 
22:34-40). 

When Jesus speaks judgmentally, he 
speaks against the religious leaders, the 
Pharisees, who think they’ve got it all 
together. He speaks judgmentally against 
people who are too quick to judge others. 

Even at the highest point in Israel’s story, 
the reign of David, we’re one generation 
away from disaster. David himself is 
a disaster when it comes to the Ten 
Commandments, the most basic of the 
Laws. As a result of their disobedience, 
Israel is kicked out of the land – just as 
God promised they would be, and just as 
Adam and Eve were kicked out of Eden.

The prophets tell us why this happens. 
In Micah we’re told that God is judging 
Israel because they’ve forgotten their 
history (Micah 6:3-5), not only have they 
missed the point of the law to act justly, 
love mercy, and walk humbly (Micah 
6:8), but they’ve done the reverse (Micah 
6:9-12). As a result, God punishes them 
in a way that mirrors his punishment of 
Adam and Eve (Micah 6:13-15). They have 
become just like the nations (Micah 6:16)! 
They are exiled. Kicked out of the land – 
just like Leviticus said they would be. 

In Ezekiel we start to hear notes of hope, 
God’s promise to restore people. Ezekiel 
says God kicked Israel out of the land 
because they were just like the nations, 
worshipping idols and spilling blood 
(Ezekiel 36:16-19), they “profaned his 
holy name” – hardly living up to their job 
as priests (Ezekiel 36:19-21). Yet God still 
wants to fulfil that promise from Genesis 
12 to bless Israel, and through them, to 
bless the nations. He remains committed 
to saving Israel, because of his holiness, 
not theirs (Ezekiel 36:22-24). God promises 
to mend their broken hearts – hearts that 
carried a hereditary disease in Israel, and 
the nations (Genesis 6). God promises 
to fix this, even promising to reverse the 
curses from Micah and Genesis 3 (Ezekiel 
36:24-31). God promises to restore Israel 
so that his people will represent him 
again – like they were created to back 
in the beginning. Again, not because 
Israel herself has done the right thing, 
but because God himself is holy (Ezekiel 
36:32-33).
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Jesus rebukes the teachers of the law for 
focusing on judging others, he says they 
“shut the door of the kingdom of heaven in 
people’s faces,” and worry about giving a 
tenth of their spice rack, when they should 
be focusing on “the more important 
matters of the law – justice, mercy, and 
faithfulness.” (Matthew 23:13, 23-24). The 
religious establishment is so keen to pass 
judgment on others, they’ve forgotten 
about themselves.

These religious leaders even judge Jesus, 
and ultimately, execute him. Because 
Jesus doesn’t meet their standards. 

But even in this ultimate act of wrongly 
judging another, God is working to restore 
his people. Jesus’ death, resurrection, his 
ascension, and the gift of the Holy Spirit 
are the signs the exile has ended. The 
people of God have transformed heads and 
hearts. We, the people of God, have been 

transformed in to a “nation of priests” (1 
Peter 2:9-10), called to be members of his 
kingdom, the Church. People claimed by 
Jesus and shaped by the cross. We become 
restored people, not chosen on merit, 
because we’re better, or more holy, than 
anyone else, but chosen by God’s grace, 
to give Glory to God. This story of God’s 
mercy to us leaves us without any ability to 
stand in judgment of others (1 Corinthians 
5), but invites us to share the story of God’s 
mercy for people like them, who are really 
people like us.

“What business is it of mine to 
judge those outside the church? 
Are you not to judge those inside? 
God will judge those outside.” – 1 
Corinthians 5:12-13




