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In the beginning…
God made a good world because he is 
good and what he creates reflects who he 
is. Part of the way his good world reflects 
his character is that he made it as a gift, for 
the people he made to live in it and rule 
it, to give to whoever he is pleased to give 
it to (Jeremiah 27:5), but ultimately, as an 
inheritance for his firstborn Son, Jesus 
(Psalm 2:7-8, Colossians 1:15-16, Hebrews 
1:1-3, Galatians 4:4-7), an inheritance Jesus 
shares with God’s people, the Church 
(Romans 8). 

God makes his world as a generous gift. A 
gift of love. He didn’t just create the world 
to be beautiful as an application of his 
wisdom and understanding (Jeremiah 
10:12), he created the world to be 
inhabited by people (Isaiah 45:18). 

For this is what the Lord says—he 
who created the heavens, he is 
God; he who fashioned and made 
the earth, he founded it; he did 
not create it to be empty,     but 
formed it to be inhabited— he 
says: “I am the Lord, and there is 
no other. – Isaiah 45:18

We see this in Genesis 1 and 2, where God 
creates the world and declares it good, 
fit for the purpose for which he made 
it, a home for his image bearing people 
(Genesis 1). He makes, places, and names 
Adam, giving him the job of expanding his 
garden sanctuary – the world is good, the 
Garden is better. God lavishly provides for 
Adam, the Garden contains “trees that are 
pleasing to the eye and good for food,” and 
the tree of life (Genesis 2:9) – God shows 
his love for people and his creation by 
creating beauty, and giving it to his people 
to enjoy. It’s not just fruit trees mentioned 

What The Church 
Gets Wrong 
About Greed 
But Jesus Makes 
Right...

The Bible is the story of 
God’s generosity to his 
people in the face of their 
greedy rebellion. We act 
as though we wish God 
was dead, grasping hold 
of things that God desires 
to generously give us. At 
the Cross we get our wish, 
but as Jesus dies and is 
raised, he generously 
gives life, and the Holy 
Spirit, to his people so that 
we might live generous 
lives. 

in Genesis 2, but sources of wealth – gold, 
specifically good gold, and onyx (Genesis 
2:11-12). 

The name of the first is the Pishon; 
it winds through the entire land 
of Havilah, where there is gold. 
(The gold of that land is good; 
aromatic resin and onyx are also 
there.) – Genesis 2:11-12

At this point God declares one thing about 
the Garden “not good” – Adam is alone, 
so God generously provides a solution to 
this problem, he acts as a loving father to 
create love, one of the responsibilities of 
fathers in the ancient world was to provide 
a wife for his son (Genesis 2:18-24). 

Where things go 
wrong
God acts, lovingly, to provide for his 
children – who respond by turning their 
backs on him, greedily reaching out to 
grasp what belonged to God. Adam and 
Eve steal what belonged to the father. 
They try to hide from God – which shows 
that the loving, generous, relationship at 
the heart of the world is broken (Genesis 
3:1-12). The frustration associated with 
the curse represents a frustration of 
God’s loving provision for his children 
(Genesis 3:16-20), and a frustration of the 
love they were created to enjoy with each 
other (Genesis 3:16). What was once given 
generously now comes as we work hard 
to produce fruit from the ground we were 
made from, and we will now return to that 
ground as God withdraws the gift of life 
(Genesis 3:17-19, 23).
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God’s plan to fix 
things
But God continues to be generous to his 
people – even as they reject him, there 
is a note of hope in the promise that a 
descendant of Eve would crush the serpent 
(Genesis 3:15). Even in judging Adam 
and Eve, and removing them from the 
goodness of the garden, God’s generous 
provision continues when he clothes Adam 
and Eve (Genesis 3:21). 

Even in a world broken by sin, even in 
a world where people must work for 
their food, God continues to care for his 
creation, for the benefit of all people. Many 
Psalms reflect on God’s relationship to his 
world, and how his sustaining of all things 
generously benefits, and gives life to, all 
people and animals (Psalm 65:5-13, Psalm 
68, Psalm 74:12-17, Psalm 104). Even if 
God no longer grants humanity access to 
the Tree of Life, he gives continues to give 
breath to all creatures. When Nehemiah 
reflects on God’s goodness to disobedient 
people he says: 

“You alone are the Lord. You made 
the heavens, even the highest 
heavens, and all their starry host, 
the earth and all that is on it, the 
seas and all that is in them. You 
give life to everything, and the 
multitudes of heaven worship 
you.”  -- Nehemiah 9:6 

God is generous to everyone in the giving 
of life. Generous, self-less, love is part 
of his character, he loves people despite 
our innate desire to topple him from his 
throne, to claim our inheritance – he loves 

us despite our insistence on wishing he 
were dead, an insistence demonstrated 
by Israel pursuing dead idols made from 
the things God made, rather than a 
relationship with the life giving God. God 
remains committed to people despite 
this being the desire of the human heart 
(Genesis 6:5, Jeremiah 17:1-9) – a desire 
that expresses itself again as humanity 
tries to build a staircase to topple him 
out of the heavens – another expression 
of wanting God gone from the picture, to 
“make a name for themselves” (Genesis 
11:1-5). His commitment to all humanity 
is demonstrated in his care for creation 
and his gift of life to all, but he promises 
to especially bless those he calls out from 
humanity to be his special people – he 
starts by taking Abraham (then Abram) out 
of the land of his family, to a chosen land 
(Genesis 12:1), and by promising Abraham 
that his descendants will be a blessed 
nation (Genesis 12:2-3). This nation will 
become his chosen people, his children, 
his heirs. They will be people who carry his 
name; people he blesses abundantly. 

The question tying together God’s line of 
people in the Old Testament is a question 
of inheritance – who inherits his promises 
to Abraham? This starts with Abraham 
himself. When God makes these promises 
to Abraham he has no heir – so he asks 
God if it is his servant who will inherit 
his estate, and God promises that it will 
be a son (Genesis 15:2-4), then there’s a 
question of whether it will be a son born to 
his wife Sarah (then Sarai), or his servant 
Hagar (Genesis 16-18, 21). God generously 
gives Abraham and Sarah a son, Isaac, 
and almost as soon as we meet Isaac in 
the story, God asks Abraham to give him 
up, in one of the hardest stories to grapple 
with in the Old Testament. Abraham, out 

of trust in God’s provision, his generosity, 
and his faithful love, is prepared to give his 
son – a good gift from God, up. The writer 
to the Hebrews says this was because 
“Abraham reasoned that God could 
even raise the dead” (Hebrews 11:17-19). 
Abraham’s trust in God is vindicated when 
God provides, generously, again, providing 
a sheep to die in Isaac’s place, so that 
Abraham calls the mountain “the LORD will 
provide” (Genesis 22:13-14). As a result of 
Abraham being prepared to trust God to 
provide, God promises to provide for him, 
he trusts God and does not withhold his 
only son (Genesis 22:15-18). 

God promises to be good to Abraham, 
and he generously makes him wealthy, 
providing cattle, silver and gold, and 
a growing household (Genesis 24:35). 
Abraham’s actions make it clear that 
he knows the fruits of God’s generosity 
still belong to God. He is not greedy, but 
generous. 

Abraham provides a wife, Rebekah, for 
his son Isaac, and God’s blessings extend 
to her – she is included in the line of 
promise (Genesis 24). But the question of 
who inherits God’s promises continues 
with their sons – Jacob and Esau – twins 
who are fighting for their inheritance 
in the womb, and continue to fight for 
it throughout their lives, until Isaac 
blesses Jacob, and sends him to find a 
wife (Genesis 25:21-28:7). At this point it 
becomes clear that Jacob – later named 
Israel – is the son chosen by God, because 
God restates his promises to Abraham, 
this time to Jacob (Genesis 28:13-15). 
Jacob vows to God, that if He continues to 
provide for him, and this promise becomes 
a reality, Jacob will give a tenth of all that 
he is given back to God. God provides for 
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Jacob (Genesis 29-33), and eventually 
for his sons – especially through Joseph, 
whose brothers, acting from greed and 
malice, sell him into slavery in Egypt 
(Genesis 37). God is generous to Joseph, 
and through him provides abundantly 
to Egypt, and to the nations seeking 
food during a famine (Genesis 41:37-57), 
including his family (Genesis 42-48), who 
give birth, during their time in Egypt, to 
God’s chosen nation (Genesis 46:2-7). 

From this point on in the Old Testament 
it becomes clearer who God chooses to 
bless with generosity and prosperity, his 
people, who, in turn, are expected to bless 
the nations with generosity. As a nation, 
Israel is not particularly deserving of God’s 
generosity – but He chooses to bless them 
for the sake of his name, his promises, 
and for the sake of their task as a nation of 
priests (Exodus 19:3-6, Deuteronomy 7:7-8, 
9:5-6). 

One way to see how Israel is responding to 
God’s generous love – or if they are being 
greedy – is to see how they are using gold. 
When we’re told that there’s gold around 
the Garden of Eden we’re presumably to 
see it as something Adam and Eve might 
use in their role, representing God in 
his world. As Abraham grows in wealth 
we’re told God blesses him with gold 
(Genesis 13:2, 24:35), which he uses, in 
part, to secure a wife for his son (Genesis 
24:52-54), and advancing God’s promised 
line of people. When God rescues Israel 
from Egypt they take silver and gold – 
plundering the Egyptians (Exodus 3:22, 
11:2-3, 12:35-36). As they become a nation 
and God gives them the Law, God says 
“Do not make any gods to be alongside 
me; do not make for yourselves gods of 
silver or gods of gold.” (Exodus 20:23). 
God promises to dwell with Israel in 
the sanctuary they build – initially the 
Tabernacle – and Moses is to take up 
an offering from them of gold, silver 
and bronze,  for this sanctuary, which 
presumably is the same gold they brought 
with them out of Egypt (Exodus 25:1-8), 
they’re to decorate the Tabernacle and 
the ‘ephod’ (the clothes the priest wears) 
with gold (Exodus 25:11-36, 28:4-28, 
39:1-38). This is how Israel was to express 
their reliance on God’s provision. This is 
how they were to use gold God made and 
provided for them according to its created 
purpose. 

Israel is meant to use the things God 
provides for them to glorify God, but 
they are constantly tempted to turn 
God’s generous provisions into idols. 
Just like Adam and Eve they pursue their 
own desires and to grasp hold of what 
was already God’s generous gift, their 
inheritance. 

Israel struggles to keep God’s commands 
about gold and silver idols from the very 
beginning. While Moses was still on the 
mountain receiving the Law – specifically 
being told who will craft these gold items 
for the Tabernacle (Exodus 31:1-11) – Israel 
turns to his brother Aaron asking him to 
“make us gods,” and Aaron listens, using 
the gold jewelry they are wearing (again, 
presumably the gold from Egypt) to make a 
golden calf (Exodus 32:1-10). Exactly what 
God commanded them not to do. They do 
better when Moses takes up the collection 
for the Tabernacle - as God instructed him 
to – when Moses asks we’re told “everyone 
who was willing and whose heart moved 
them came and brought an offering to the 
Lord” – bringing their gold jewelry (again, 
presumably the same jewelry plundered 
from Egypt) (Exodus 35:4-29), and the 
Tabernacle is decorated according to plan 
(Exodus 36-40). Israel continues to acquire 
gold as God blesses them, and as they 
head towards the Promised Land, and they 
give this gold back to God as an offering to 
make atonement (Numbers 31, especially 
verses 50-54). 

As they’re about to enter the Promised 
Land, Moses specifically warns Israel not 
to be greedy for the gold and silver of the 
nation’s idols (Deuteronomy 7:25), and 
not to forget who provides their wealth 
(Deuteronomy 8:10-20). Moses also warns 
Israel that when the time comes for a king 
in Israel, this king can’t be greedy like the 
kings of other nations – specifically ruling 
out the king amassing gold and silver for 
themselves (Deuteronomy 17:14-17). The 
question of how Israel approaches wealth 
is closely linked to questions of idolatry. 
Israel has the choice between following 
dead gods, which lead to destruction, or 
the living God, who gives abundant life 
(Deuteronomy 28:11, 63), though even 
when they choose wrong, God promises he 
will eventually return them to prosperity 
(Deuteronomy 30:9). 

In Judges, as Israel settles in the Land, 
Gideon collects gold jewelry plundered 
from Israel’s enemy, the Midianites, he 
turns it into a golden ephod and “all Israel 
prostituted themselves by worshipping it 
there” (Judges 8:23-27).

When Israel appoints a king, God’s 
generosity continues, but the question 
is will Israel remember what Moses said 
about kings and gold. As David defeats 
the enemies of Israel he too plunders gold 
from these nations, and he dedicates this 
plunder to the Lord (2 Samuel 8:7-12). 

We see what this looks like when David 
commissions his son Solomon to build 
the Temple, David says he has amassed 
wealth – gold and precious stones - both 

in Israel’s treasury, and his own personal 
treasures which he devotes to the 
construction of the Temple (1 Chronicles 
22:14-19, 29:1-5). The people of Israel also 
give generously, both to the fitout of the 
Temple (1 Chronicles 29:6-9) and later, to 
the ministry of the priests in the Temple 
(2 Chronicles 31). This generosity, where 
the king and the people don’t hold on to 
wealth for themselves, is celebrated. David 
recognises that wealth comes from God, 
and should be given to his Temple, for his 
name (1 Chronicles 29:10-18). After he has 
given his own wealth for the construction 
of the Temple, David says: 

“But who am I, and who are my 
people, that we should be able 
to give as generously as this? 
Everything comes from you, and 
we have given you only what 
comes from your hand. We are 
foreigners and strangers in your 
sight, as were all our ancestors. 
Our days on earth are like a 
shadow, without hope. Lord our 
God, all this abundance that we 
have provided for building you 
a temple for your Holy Name 
comes from your hand, and all of 
it belongs to you.” – 1 Chronicles 
29:14-16 

His prayer is that Solomon, and Israel, will 
continue to share this desire for wealth to 
be generously given to God (1 Chronicles 
29:19). 

While God blesses Solomon and we’re 
told he “bestowed on him royal splendour 
such as no king over Israel had ever had 
before” (1 Chronicles 29:25), Solomon 
almost immediately starts being the sort 
of King that Deuteronomy 17 warned 
against – amassing silver and gold for 
himself (2 Chronicles 1:14-17). He builds 
the Temple (2 Chronicles 2-3), overlaying 
the inside of the Temple with pure gold 
and precious stones (2 Chronicles 3:3-10, 
1 Kings 6:19-38), he decorates the Temple 
with gold (2 Chronicles 4, 2 Kings 7), and 
he puts David’s treasures in the Temple 
treasury (2 Chronicles 5:1). It seems like he 
is mostly using gold the way God created 
it to be used – but things start to turn in a 
bad direction, Solomon starts to grasp and 
hold onto God’s good provision for himself.  

First, we’re told Solomon’s new palace is 
bigger than the Temple (1 Kings 7), then, as 
he starts receiving huge amounts of gold 
from the nations, Solomon moves from 
using the gold in the Temple (2 Chronicles 
9:10-11), to using it to decorate the symbols 
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of his power, in his palace (2 Chronicles 9:15-
27, 1 Kings 10:15-28). This is the start of the 
spiral into idolatry – the result of Solomon 
ignoring Deuteronomy’s instructions about 
amassing wealth, buying horses (symbols 
of power) from Egypt, and marrying foreign 
women. As a result, his kingdom collapses 
and it’s fair to say that David’s hopes for his 
son, especially in terms of how he might use 
the wealth God provides, are smashed (1 
Kings 10:23-11:39). 

Throughout the Old Testament, God 
generously provides his people with gold, 
and they choose to use it to create idols, or 
to give, from the heart, to God’s name being 
made great as he dwells with Israel. 

God provides for Israel so that they might 
represent his name to the nations around 
them – but his blessing depends on their 
obedience, their rejection of idolatry, and 
their presence in the Promised Land, where 
the Genesis 3 curse appears to be reversed 
as God provides abundant wealth and 
food from the land (Deuteronomy 5:28-33, 
6:1-12, 7:12-25, 8:7-18, 11:8-15). Nationally 
– this generosity equips Israel to build the 
Tabernacle, and the Temple, signs that 
God is dwelling with his people, and part 
of the means by which Israel is to bless 
the nations (1 Kings 8:41-43). Individually, 
God’s generosity enables his people to be 
generous, to care for the poor, the widowed, 
and the oppressed in their midst. God 
richly blesses Israel so that they will be able 
to be “openhanded” and open hearted 
towards the poor and needy amongst them 
(Deuteronomy 15:4-11), Israel is to respond 
to God’s generosity with generosity. This 
generosity is to be a reflection of God’s 
character – he is described throughout 
Israel’s history as abounding in love (Exodus 
34:6, Numbers 14:17-19, Nehemiah 9, Psalm 

86, 103, Joel 2). God’s love is generous and 
abundant. Greed is the very opposite to 
God’s character. 

The Wisdom Literature explores how 
God sees the greedy, and the generous. 
Generosity is linked to being righteous, 
and experiencing God’s love (Psalm 37, 
112, Proverbs 11:24-25, 22:1-23, 112, 128). 
The Psalms present God as the generous 
saviour who is a father to the fatherless, 
and defender of the widows (Psalm 68). The 
greedy and wicked might appear to prosper, 
but they revile the Lord, oppress others, and 
will be judged (Psalm 10, 37, 73:3-27), but 
following the Way of God, or fearing the Lord, 
is said to be the path to true prosperity and 
to sharing in God’s good inheritance (Psalm 
1:1-3, 4:6-7, 25, 37:11). 

The Psalms explore Israel’s failure to follow 
the way of God and their turning to idols, 
but they also express the hope that God 
will provide a new king who will restore 
prosperity to Israel. Psalm 72, a Psalm of 
Solomon, anticipates a future king who will 
defend the afflicted, save the children of the 
needy, and crush the oppressor – this king 
will receive gold from Sheba, the prayers of 
the people, and as a result of his reign the 
land will bring prosperity to the people, the 
nations will be blessed through him, and his 
name will endure forever (Psalm 72). Psalm 
106 is something of a prayer of confession, 
and asks that God remember Israel “when 
you show favour to your people… that I may 
enjoy the prosperity of your chosen ones” 
and “join your inheritance in giving praise.” 

The prophets describe what happens when 
Israel turns from God, and especially when 
they make dead idols from gold and silver. 
They often compare the generous provision 
of God with the emptiness of false gods, 
suggesting pursuing idols is like trying to 

enter an adulterous relationship with a 
prostitute (Ezekiel 16). Israel, the people of 
God’s inheritance (Jeremiah 10:16, 51:19), 
who were created and given life by the 
same “outstretched arm” that created the 
universe (Jeremiah 32), turn away from God, 
and as a result, the generosity that was 
previously extended to them is extended 
to the nations who take them into captivity 
(Isaiah 45:1-8), God’s hand is stretched out 
against them in judgment. 

God judges Israel, and promises to remove 
them from the Promised Land, in part 
because the leaders of Israel are corrupt, 
so God says “from the least to the greatest, 
all are greedy for gain; prophets and priests 
alike.” (Jeremiah 6:13-15, 8:10-11).

Ezekiel says when God judges he will spare 
the righteous, and those who repent,  but 
the wicked, will die. He says the righteous 
are generous, while the wicked are the 
greedy (Ezekiel 18, 33). God judges Israel for 
allowing wicked men to “extort unjust gain 
from their neighbours” (Ezekiel 22:12), as a 
result of their greed he expels them from the 
Promised Land. Micah says God’s judgment 
is coming because Israel who covet and take 
their neighbour’s property, defrauding, and 
robbing people of their inheritance (Micah 
2:1-2), and that they will listen to any prophet 
who promises them “plenty of wine and 
beer” (Micah 2:12). God’s assessment of their 
hearts is that “Their mouths speak of love, 
but their hearts are greedy for unjust gain.” 
(Ezekiel 33:31), Isaiah also says God punished 
Israel for their “sinful greed” (Isaiah 57:17, 
Isaiah 58). But like Ezekiel, Isaiah holds out 
hope for the righteous, he says God lives 
with “the one who is contrite and lowly 
in spirit” and will “revive the heart of the 
contrite” (Isaiah 57:15). Jeremiah promises 
that when Israel returns from exile God will 
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“give them singleness of heart and action” 
and will “give them all the prosperity I have 
promised” (Jeremiah 32:37-44). 

When God’s people are living with hearts 
shaped by God they are able to be 
generous with God’s good gifts – living 
righteous lives, not wicked lives. 

Piece by piece, the gold that faithful Israel 
amassed is stripped from the Temple 
and sent to foreign kings, until it is finally 
captured by Nebuchadnezzar as God’s 
people are taken into exile (1 Kings 20:1-9, 
2 Kings 14:11-15, 2 Kings 16:7-9, 2 Kings 
18:14-16, 2 Kings 24:13-14). Babylon carries 
the wealth God judges the nations who 
take Israel into exile, just as he judged the 
nations who lived in the Promised Land 
before Israel. He judges them for being 
“as greedy as the grave,” piling up stolen 
goods, and making themselves wealthy 
by extortion (Habakkuk 2). Jeremiah says 
Babylon’s apparent prosperity won’t last, 
because God the creator will judge the 
nations as Israel is restored (Jeremiah 
51:15-16). When God restores Israel they 
will return to prosperity – God promises 
his people will enjoy “abundant food and 
fine clothes” (Isaiah 23:18), and “abundant 
peace and security” (Jeremiah 33:6) 
because God will restore their fortunes 
and have compassion on them (Jeremiah 
33:26).

 The Old Testament is the story of God’s 
continuing generosity to his people, even 
as they greedily try to grasp for things 
that are his to give, use his gifts for their 
own name, hold on to things he has given 
without gratitude, or turn his good gifts 
against him to worship idols. 

The worst part of this pattern of behaviour 
is that people are grasping for the very 
things God delights in giving his children 
as their inheritance. God’s intention for 
his abundant provisions is that it be used 
to glorify his name, to be enjoyed with 
thanksgiving, and to be generously shared 
with the needy. This is how Israel were to 
use God’s provisions to love God, and to 
love their neighbours as themselves.

How Jesus makes 
things right
Jesus comes as God’s shepherd-king to 
invite people back into God’s Kingdom, 
and the inheritance we were created to 
enjoy. When he gives the Sermon on the 
Mount he talks about the sort of people 
who inherit this Kingdom – people who 
sound exactly like the righteous people 

described in the Psalms and the Prophets. 
The Kingdom of Heaven is said to belong 
to the poor in Spirit, while the meek will 
“inherit the earth” (Matthew 5:1-11), the 
reward for those who live this way is “great 
in heaven”(Matthew 5:12) – not in a way 
that is disconnected from the promise that 
the people of the Kingdom will “inherit the 
earth,” but in the sense that this abundant 
life, and inheritance, comes when heaven 
comes down to earth and everything is 
made new (Revelation 21:1-5). 

Jesus is more explicit about money later in 
the Sermon on the Mount, where he makes 
the link between idolatry and money 
explicit. Jesus says money is an alternative 
master, or god, to God. 

“Do not store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moths 
and vermin destroy, and where 
thieves break in and steal. But 
store up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where moths and 
vermin do not destroy, and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. 
For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also… No one 
can serve two masters. Either 
you will hate the one and love 
the other, or you will be devoted 
to the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve both God and 
money.” – Matthew 6:19-21, 24

Finally he rebukes people for worrying 
too much about food, drink, clothing, 
or material needs because their priority 
should be seeking the “Kingdom and his 
righteousness,” then God will supply these 
other needs (Matthew 6:19-34). 

Jesus lives out the virtues of the Kingdom, 
outlined in the Sermon on the Mount, first 
as he resists the temptation, from Satan, 
to greedily grasp for that which is already 
his inheritance (Matthew 4:1-11), and then, 
ultimately, as he lays down his life for the 
sake of God’s Kingdom. 

John says that Jesus came into the world 
that was his, and that the world did not 
receive him – but that those who do 
receive Jesus become God’s children 
again (John 1:9-13). Jesus elaborates on 
this rejection in a parable he tells about 
some wicked tenants, where a father sends 
his beloved son into his vineyard and his 
hired workers murder the beloved son in 
a botched attempt to steal his inheritance 
(Mark 12:1-12). This describes the grasping 

greed of humanity from the Garden of 
Eden through to now. We wish God were 
dead, we want our share of the world now. 

Later in John’s Gospel, Jesus describes his 
mission as a mission to save people and 
give them life that they may “have it to the 
full” – or literally, to have abundant life, 
as he lays his life down (John 10:7-11). He 
calls himself “the life,” and promises to 
generously give to those who follow him – 
specifically the Holy Spirit (John 14:1-27), 
who will enable his people to “bear fruit—
fruit that will last—and so that whatever 
you ask in my name the Father will give 
you.” (John 15:16), and will help God’s 
people live for his glory (John 16;13-15). 

When Paul describes Jesus’ life, and death, 
he notes that unlike Adam, and Israel, 
Jesus was “in very nature God” but “did 
not consider equality with God something 
to be grasped” (Philippians 2:6), instead he 
made himself nothing, humbling himself 
and becoming obedient to death, on the 
Cross (Philippians 2:7-8), so God exalted 
him to the highest place and glorified his 
name – making it the name that every 
knee, in heaven or earth, will bow to 
(Philippians 2:9-11), as people follow Jesus’ 
example the goal is to become “children of 
God.” (Philippians 2:5, 15). 

Through his death, and resurrection, 
Jesus provides abundant life, making 
those who follow him God’s children 
again, securing an inheritance for us. 
Through the provision of the Holy Spirit, 
he provides people with the heart 
transformation promised by the Prophets, 
the transformation required for people to 
use God’s abundant generosity the way 
they have always been meant to use it – for 
the Glory of his name and the generous 
blessing of others.

Jesus models God’s generosity – not 
grasping, but giving up everything out of 
love for his Father, and the world – sharing 
in his death and resurrection, and his gift of 
the Holy Spirit secures our inheritance and 
frees us to live as God’s generous children 
again. 

Paul ties the idea of the abundant life 
found in the Old Testament and the 
Gospels  to God’s provision of grace in 
Christ, through whom “he saved us, 
not because of righteous things we had 
done, but because of his mercy. He saved 
us through the washing of rebirth and 
renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he 
poured out on us generously through 
Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having 
been justified by his grace, we might 
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become heirs having the hope of eternal 
life” (Titus 3:5-7, also 1 Timothy 1:14). The 
“richness of God’s mercy” is expressed as 
God graciously makes us alive in Christ, 
raising us up and seating us with him 
so “in the coming ages he might show 
the incomparable riches of his grace, 
expressed in his kindness to us in Christ 
Jesus” (Ephesians 2:4-7). 

Paul takes the Old Testament prophecies 
about the abundant riches of God being 
provided to the righteous and shows how 
they come through the truly righteous one, 
he, like Jesus, sees this richness as a future 
reality in the New Creation. When John 
describes the New Creation in Revelation 
he describes a city where the gold of Eden, 
the gold of the Tabernacle, and the gold 
of the Temple, is used to its full potential, 
marking the dwelling place of God 
(Revelation 21:10-22).

In the meantime, our job is to “do good 
works, which God prepared in advance 
for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10). God’s 
decision to reconcile with people who 
were his enemies, through Jesus, changes 
everything, so Paul says “For if, by the 
trespass of the one man, death reigned 
through that one man, how much more 
will those who receive God’s abundant 
provision of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness reign in life through the 
one man, Jesus Christ!” (Romans 5:8-17). 
Elsewhere, Paul says that as Christians 
we now share abundantly in Christ’s 
suffering, but are abundantly comforted in 
suffering, so that we might comfort others 
(2 Corinthians 1:3-7).  

This perspective changes our approach to 
wealth now – we shouldn’t idolise wealth, 
Paul calls greed idolatry (Colossians 3:5), 
but we are still to enjoy God’s generous 
gifts to us in his world with thanksgiving 
(1 Timothy 4:3-7). Paul responds to 
people who think “godliness is a means to 
financial gain” by saying great gain is to 
be found in “godliness with contentment,” 
and this comes through viewing wealth 
as temporary, being content with God’s 
provision (1 Timothy 6:3-8). Paul draws on 
the lessons on the dangers of idolatry in 
the Old Testament, and the words of Jesus, 
saying :

“Those who want to get rich fall 
into temptation and a trap and 

into many foolish and harmful 
desires that plunge people into 
ruin and destruction. For the love 
of money is a root of all kinds 
of evil. Some people, eager for 
money, have wandered from the 
faith and pierced themselves with 
many griefs.” – 1 Timothy 6:9-10.  

The right way to approach wealth, for 
those who “take hold of eternal life” is 
to hope in God “who richly provides us 
with everything for our enjoyment,” to 
“do good, to be rich in good deeds, and 
to be generous and willing to share” (1 
Timothy 6:11-18). This, Paul says, is how 
those who God has been generous “will 
lay up treasure for themselves as a firm 
foundation for the coming age, so that they 
may take hold of the life that is truly life” (1 
Timothy 6:19). 

For the church, the right response to 
God’s abundant generosity in Christ, but 
also in prosperity, is to share with those 
in need. We are God’s Temple, because 
God’s Spirit lives in us (1 Corinthians 3:16, 
1 Corinthians 6:19, 2 Corinthians 6:16-18, 
Romans 8:9). We are both the fulfillment 
of God’s promise to bless the nations, and 
the continuation of that promise as we live 
generous lives in this world. We are not to 
hang on to God’s good gifts for ourselves, 
but as a result of God’s abundant blessing 
we should give cheerfully, from the heart 
(2 Cor 9:7), and “abound in every good 
work” (2 Cor 9:8), trusting God to provide 
generously to his Church in order that we 
might meet the needs of the poor, and 
being “generous on every occasion” so 
that such generosity results in overflowing 
thanksgiving to God (2 Corinthians 9:10-
12). 

Our approach to God’s abundant 
generosity to us, especially in Jesus, is not 
to grasp hold of it for ourselves, it is meant 
to reflect the abundant generosity of God, 
so that people praise him (2 Corinthians 
9:7-15). 

The way we use our ‘gold,’ or what we 
treasure, shows where our heart is, and 
like gold in the Old Testament, is best 
invested in God’s name being glorified as 
he dwells with his people, helping people 
picture the New Creation (Revelation 
21:10-22:5). 


