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In the beginning
All people are made in God’s image. God’s 
intention, in creating the world, was for 
humanity to increase in number, to spread 
over the face of the earth (Genesis 1:26-29), 
and to enjoy a restful relationship with 
him. The day of rest in Genesis 2 does not 
begin and end like the first six days, it is 
how God intends his creation to end, as 
a place where he rests with his people as 
they enjoy life in the Garden (Genesis 2:2-
3). God’s people are tasked with spreading 
the boundaries of the Garden of Eden 
around the world, as they subdue the 
world and fill it with people. God’s people 
are to rule and create as God does (Genesis 
1:28, 2:15). 

“God blessed them and said to 
them, “Be fruitful and increase in 
number; fill the earth and subdue 
it. Rule over the fish in the sea and 
the birds in the sky and over every 
living creature that moves on the 
ground.” – Genesis 1:28

God gives his people safety, and access to 
life (Genesis 2:9, 16) so that they can do this 
restful work. 

Where things go 
wrong
Adam and Eve decide to live for their own 
name, that they would like to replace 
God, and as a result God no longer dwells 
with them – he withdraws his guarantee 
of safety and life (Genesis 3:4-9, 22-24). 
After Adam and Eve turn their backs on 
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The Bible is the story 
of God acting to rescue 
people from sin and death 
when they call out to him 
for help. It is the story of 
God creating a nation of 
people who were meant 
to be a refuge for people, 
providing a place where 
God dwelled to guarantee 
security and love for 
those who flee death. God 
provides this place at the 
Cross, where Jesus dies to 
offer a means to escape 
death and judgment, and 
an invitation to become 
citizens of his Kingdom. 

God, the rest of Old Testament is the story 
of God restoring this broken relationship 
with him, because he is the source of life 
(Genesis 1:30, 2:7). This restoration begins 
with Noah, and God’s act of recreation, 
through the flood, where Noah protects 
the animals God created humanity to rule 
over (Genesis 7:1-4, 14-16). The animals 
and people in the ark are protected from 
God’s judgment, the flood, which takes the 
“breath of life from the nostrils” of those 
outside the ark (compare Genesis 1:30 and 
2:7 with Genesis 7:21-32). After the flood, 
Noah is recommissioned and given the 
same task Adam was given – to see people 
spread over the face of the earth (Genesis 
8:15-17, 9:1). There are some changes to 
the relationship between humanity and 
the animals (Genesis 9:2-3), but humans – 
Adam’s descendants, and Noah’s, are still 
special to God as they still bear his image, 
and participate in the promise God makes 
to Noah (Genesis 9:6-11). Noah’s children 
give birth to many nations – nations who 
fulfil God’s commission, spreading over the 
earth (Genesis 10:32). Yet these nations, 
these people, fail to bear God’s image. 
They universally fail to live for his name, 
preferring to live for their own. Eventually 
they conspire to do almost exactly what 
Adam and Eve did, this time, at Babel, 
building a great tower in attempt to 
elevate themselves to the heavens, for the 
glory of their own name. They try to avoid 
spreading over the whole earth which 
itself is a rejection of God’s plan (Genesis 
11:1-3). God acts to separate the nations 
by confusing their language – creating 
peoples of different tribes, tongues, and 
nations (Genesis 11:8-9).  

“So the Lord scattered them 
from there over all the earth, and 
they stopped building the city. 
That is why it was called Babel—
because there the Lord confused 
the language of the whole world. 
From there the Lord scattered 
them over the face of the whole 
earth.” – Genesis 11:8-9

god’s plan to fix 
things
God remains committed to restoring his 
relationship with people, and to providing 
life through this relationship. God’s 
restoration project involves his promised 
line – starting with Abraham, the father 
of Israel (Genesis 12:1-3). Abraham’s 
descendants will bless the nations – the 
people spread all over the earth. These 
people are still capable of bearing God’s 
image, are still loved by God, and God still 
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“For the Lord your God is God of 
gods and Lord of lords, the great 
God, mighty and awesome, who 
shows no partiality and accepts 
no bribes. He defends the cause 
of the fatherless and the widow, 
and loves the foreigner residing 
among you, giving them food 
and clothing. And you are to love 
those who are foreigners, for you 
yourselves were foreigners in 
Egypt.” – Deuteronomy 10:17-20

Being a member of God’s people, a child 
who inherits the benefits of his promises, 
is about reconnecting with God. It is 
about being part of his plans to create a 
fruitful people who cover the earth. God 
says these people will be his treasured 
possession, “although the whole earth is 
mine,” people who represent him again as 
a “kingdom of priests and a holy nation” 
(Exodus 19:3-6).  

God gives Israel his law to mark them out 
as his, as part of his covenant with them 
(Exodus 19:5). His law is grounded in the 
fact it was God himself who acted to ma 
made them a nation. He “brought them 
out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery” 
(Exodus 20:1-2). The law is to remind Israel 
of this. So when God says “Do not mistreat 
or oppress a foreigner...” he also says, “for 
you were foreigners in Egypt,” and “know 
how it feels to be foreigners” (Exodus 
22:21, 23:9). In fact, Israel are to think of 
themselves as foreigners, sojourning, or 
seeking refuge, in God’s land (Leviticus 
25:23). The Old Testament often pairs the 
foreigner with the widow and orphan as 
people in need of particular care (Exodus 
22:21-24, Deuteronomy 24:17-18, 27:19, 
Ezekiel 22:7, 22:29). The command to rest 
on the Sabbath, as an echo of God’s rest in 
Genesis 2, designed to remind Israel that 

God brought them out of Egypt (Exodus 
20:8-11) and also to allow “the foreigner 
living among” Israel to be refreshed 
(Exodus 23:12). 

God loves the nations, and wants to bless 
them through Israel, by drawing them in 
to a relationship with him, in many cases 
this happens as individuals seek refuge in 
Israel. 

After Israel spends 40 years wandering 
in the wilderness, just as they’re about 
to enter the Promised Land, Israel is 
reminded to be faithful, to remember 
how God acted, and that this faithfulness 
will be the key to them being blessed, 
and for them to be, in turn, a blessing 
to the nations as they recognise God for 
who he is (Deuteronomy 4). When Israel is 
faithful, God’s intentions for humanity will 
happen, the curse from the Garden will be 
overturned, God says “he will love you and 
bless you and increase your numbers. He 
will bless the fruit of your womb, the crops 
of your land—your grain, new wine and 
olive oil—the calves of your herds and the 
lambs of your flocks in the land he swore to 
your ancestors to give you” (Deuteronomy 
7:13). This land will be where Israel finds 
rest in the presence of God, experiencing 
his blessing (Deuteronomy 12:7-10, 25:19, 
Joshua 1:13). 

The nations who oppose God’s plans will 
be destroyed, like Egypt (Deuteronomy 
7:15-26). But, If Israel becomes like those 
nations – if they seek refuge with foreign 
powers not God, or believe they can 
deliver themselves - then they too will be 
destroyed, booted out of the Promised 
Land, scattered among the nations, 
where they’ll lose God’s blessing, and his 
rest, and be cursed again (Deuteronomy 
4:25-31, 8:10-20). Moses warns Israel 
that if they turn from him, and their job 
as his people, they will be uprooted and 
scattered, and will not be treated well by 

desires to give them life (Genesis 12:3). 
Abraham’s descendents will bless the 
nations by “doing what is right and just” 
keeping the “way of the Lord” (Genesis 
18:18-19). Abraham’s descendants would 
be the ultimate fulfilment of God’s 
instructions to Adam and to Noah – 
becoming as numerous as the stars in the 
sky, and the sand on the seashore (Genesis 
15:4-5, 22:17-18). 

There’s a hint in the promises to Abraham 
that the nations will either be with God’s 
plan and his people, or against them. 
Whether they are blessed, or destroyed 
depends on this choice (Genesis 22:17-18). 

“I will surely bless you and make 
your descendants as numerous 
as the stars in the sky and as 
the sand on the seashore. Your 
descendants will take possession 
of the cities of their enemies,  and 
through your offspring all nations 
on earth will be blessed, because 
you have obeyed me.” – Genesis 
22:17-18

Eventually Abraham’s descendants end 
up in Egypt, where we’re told they were: 
“exceedingly fruitful; they multiplied 
greatly, increased in numbers and became 
so numerous that the land was filled 
with them” (Exodus 1:7). Their fraught 
relationship with the nation of Egypt 
demonstrates God’s relationship to the 
nations – when Joseph is in Egypt and 
Pharaoh trusts him, and his God, God 
blesses Egypt through Joseph (Genesis 
41, 47), and grows his people through this. 
When a new Pharaoh arises who oppresses 
and then tries to wipe out God’s people 
– specifically aiming to halt their fruitful 
growth (Exodus 1), God curses Egypt 
(Exodus 7-12), and ultimately the Egyptian 
army is destroyed (Exodus 14), while Israel 
becomes a nation (Exodus 2:23-25, 3:7-
21, 6:1-9, 12:1-51; 15:1-18), a people God 
describes as his “firstborn son” (Exodus 
4:21-23). 

The people of God, the people who 
celebrate the Passover, aren’t exclusively 
the physical descendants of Abraham, but 
also include any foreigner who chooses 
to reside with Israel and mark themselves 
out as God’s people (Exodus 12:43-49). 
Moses urges his father-in-law, a Midianite, 
to come with Israel because “If you come 
with us, we will share with you whatever 
good things the Lord gives us” (Numbers 
10:29-32). Foreigners who seek refuge 
in Israel become part of God’s people 
(Leviticus 19:33-34), and Israel is to love 
them (Deuteronomy 10:17-20). 
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the nations they flee to (Deuteronomy 
28:58-65). Caught up in this warning is 
the threat that God will unmake them as 
a nation, “The Lord will send you back 
in ships to Egypt on a journey I said you 
should never make again.” There you will 
offer yourselves for sale to your enemies 
as male and female slaves, but no one 
will buy you” (Deuteronomy 28:68). Even 
with this threat of curse, the promise of 
Deuteronomy is that God’s commitment to 
his people means he will gather them after 
they are scattered, and restore them again 
(Deuteronomy 30:1-18). 

As they’re about to enter the Promised 
Land, the new Eden, in the light of this 
promise of blessing or curse, Israel is 
invited to do what Adam and Eve were 
invited to do in the Garden – to “choose 
life” (Deuteronomy 30:19-20).

One of the ways Israel reflects God’s 
character is by being a refuge for others. 
Israel is to create cities of refuge to 
protect those who flee from people who 
are unjustly trying to kill them (Numbers 
35, Deuteronomy 4, Deuteronomy 19, 
Joshua 20), and they are to protect slaves 
who seek refuge from their masters 
(Deuteronomy 23:15). They are to “let 
them live among you wherever they like 
and in whatever town they choose. Do 
not oppress them” (Deuteronomy 23:16). 
Those who support God’s people, or 
seek refuge within Israel or with God, will 
share in this blessing as God’s promises 
to Abraham are fulfilled (Deuteronomy 
10:14-22). God’s people are to provide rest 
and blessing to the nations, as God first 
provided rest and blessing to them. This is 
a restoration of God’s aim for humanity in 
the Garden.

The Old Testament shows how Israel’s 
history unfolds along these lines – people, 
like Rahab (Joshua 2:8-21, 6:17-25) and 
Ruth (Ruth 1:16-18) – find refuge with 
Israel, escaping God’s judgment, and 
enjoying God’s good provision for his 

people. Rahab and Ruth don’t just find 
refuge in Israel, but become part of the 
line of promise, the genealogy of Jesus. 
Ruth’s future husband Boaz says “may you 
be richly rewarded by the Lord, the God of 
Israel, under whose wings you have come 
to take refuge” (Ruth 2:12). At its heights, 
especially under David’s rule, Israel seeks 
refuge in God, as its king seeks refuge in 
God (2 Samuel 22). There are many Psalms, 
lots written by David, that express this 
idea that God is a refuge for the oppressed 
(Psalm 2, 5, 7, 9, 11, 14, 16, 17, 18, 25, 31, 
34, 36, 37, 46, 57, 59, 61, 62, 64, 71, 73, 91, 
94, 118, 119, 141, 142, 144), but, ultimately, 
Israel is unfaithful. When the going gets 
tough for Israel, they increasingly turn 
away from God and to idols (1 Kings 11), 
and stop blessing the nations as they fail 
to point them to God. Israel begins to 
seek refuge with foreign powers (2 Kings 
16-17, 20, 24), something the prophets 
warn them against (Isaiah 31). If Israel 
lived up to God’s expectations, the nations 
would have flocked to Jerusalem, as they 
do for a brief time under Solomon’s rule, 
instead, Israel is carried off into exile (2 
Kings 25). The Psalms and the Prophets, 
like Deuteronomy before them, hold out 
the hope that things will change, that Israel 
will be returned, become faithful, and the 
nations will flock to Israel again, where 
God will provide refuge, rest, and blessing 
(Psalm 96, Isaiah 2:2-4, 45:22, 56:6-8, 62:10-
11, 66:18-21, Zechariah 8:13-23, 14:8-9, 16-
19). This hope is no longer based on Israel’s 
faithful obedience, but God’s commitment 
to this cause, his desire to create a people 
who will be a witness to the nations (Psalm 
146, Jeremiah 33:6-9), God promises his 
plans for his people will continue, restating 
his promise to Abraham for Israel after the 
exile,  “I will make the descendants of David 
my servant and the Levites who minister 
before me as countless as the stars in the 
sky and as measureless as the sand on the 
seashore” (Jeremiah 33:22). This promise 
will come to fruition as God raises up a 
branch from David’s line, who will do what is 

just and right, who will be called “The Lord, 
our righteous saviour” (Jeremiah 33:15-16), 
this will happen along with a new covenant 
where God will write his law on people’s 
hearts (Jeremiah 31:31-34). 

How Jesus makes 
things right
Jesus fulfils the hopes and promises of 
the Old Testament. The hope for the curse 
of Genesis 3 to be reversed and for God 
to provide life for people again. The hope 
of a restored relationship with God for 
people of all nations. The hope to find rest 
again as God’s Kingdom spreads over the 
face of the earth. These are the hopes and 
promises that we, the Church, put our faith 
in when we follow Jesus. 

Jesus brings rest to any who come to him 
(Matthew 11:28-30, Hebrews 3:6-4:16), 
Jesus commands his disciples to spread his 
kingdom of rest and restored relationships 
to the ends of the earth (Matthew 28:18-20). 

Jesus changes how we think about 
fruitfulness and multiplication, God’s 
promises to Abraham about numerous 
descendants are caught up in Jesus and 
applied to the Church (Romans 9-10). God’s 
nation now goes beyond the boundaries 
of human Kingdoms. Jesus redefines 
what it means to be God’s people, he 
radically alters concepts of “citizenship,” 
“nationhood,” and who our “neighbour.”  

Jesus creates a new people of God, the 
Church, who have been brought near, 
united in one new humanity, created by 
Jesus (Ephesians 2:13-16), as a result of the 
same message being preached to everyone 
(Ephesians 2:17-18), a message that means 
we are no longer foreigners and strangers 
but fellow citizens, and fellow members 
of God’s household, his dwelling place, 
the Temple, the place where his rest is 
experienced, in the context of a life-giving 
relationship with him (Ephesians 2:19-22, 
Philippians 3:20).  

“Consequently, you are no 
longer foreigners and strangers, 
but fellow citizens with God’s 
people and also members of 
his household, built on the 
foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus 
himself as the chief cornerstone. 
In him the whole building is joined 
together and rises to become a 
holy temple in the Lord.”  
– Ephesians 2:19-21
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In Jesus, and the Cross, we have refuge 
from God’s judgment, in him, and his 
church, we have the means by which we 
can participate in God’s plans for the 
whole world – for people of every tribe 
and tongue and nation.  The arrival of the 
Holy Spirit in Acts 2 reverses the effect of 
Babel, uniting people around God’s cause, 
performing the heart transformation 
the prophets promised (Acts 2:1-41), 
a transformation that extends to the 
Gentiles, the nations, who also receive the 
Spirit when they seek refuge in Jesus (Acts 
10:44-48). 

“When they heard this sound, 
a crowd came together in 
bewilderment, because each one 
heard their own language being 
spoken. Utterly amazed, they 
asked: “Aren’t all these who are 
speaking Galileans? Then how is it 
that each of us hears them in our 
native language?” – Acts 2:6-8

God’s kingdom, as we see it in the book 
of Revelation, in the throne room of 
God, involves people from every tribe 
and tongue and nation being gathered 
together, singing as one (Revelation 7). 

“After this I looked, and there 
before me was a great multitude 
that no one could count, from 
every nation, tribe, people and 
language, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb. They 
were wearing white robes and 
were holding palm branches in 
their hands. And they cried out in 
a loud voice:

“Salvation belongs to our God, 
who sits on the throne, 
and to the Lamb.” 
 – Revelation 7:9-10

While nations who aren’t Israel are not 
Israel (so are not to be equated with the 
Kingdom of God), the concept of God’s 
Kingdom now transcends national borders, 
and the Old Testament’s approach to 
foreigners carries over into the New. The 
nation of Australia is not the Kingdom of 
God. We can’t, and shouldn’t, expect our 
government to act as though our nation 
is the Kingdom of God. God’s Kingdom 
is not longer nationalistic. It transcends 
borders. It is a different type of Kingdom. 
The Church is God’s Kingdom and we are 
its citizens. So we must carefully consider 
how our citizenship in heaven, and our 
status as exiles in this world, and therefore 
the nation we live in. We must ask how 
this prompts us to care for those fleeing 
oppression, those who come to our shores, 
and those who languish in refugee camps 
around the world. We must ponder how 
we respond to those forced out of their 
homes through various conflicts, including 
persecution for following Jesus. And these 
are questions we must ask in the light of 
God’s generosity to us.

God’s story of the restoration of humanity 
in Jesus is one of including the excluded, 
every person rejects God, so by rights 
should be excluded. Any member of the 
Church who is not of Jewish descent is an 
adopted member of the family (Romans 
9), with the privilege of a full inheritance 
that comes because we are now children of 
promise. Every one of us who turns to God 
and cries out for him to be our refuge is an 
asylum seeker.

How we, as Christians, speak about and 

love the refugees in our midst, and those 
not in our midst, scattered around the 
world, is an opportunity for us to speak 
and live out the Gospel, where God turned 
us from his enemies into his children, 
through the death and resurrection of his 
son, restoring us so that we might be the 
people he created us to be, a people who 
will one day spread across the face of the 
New Creation, finding our rest in him. This 
eternal rest, and this vision of the future, 
helps us make sacrifices now as we seek 
to love the oppressed and the foreigner in 
our midst.




