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The Bible tells the story of God giving life 
to his people. He values life. He is the life 
giver. He is the author of life. When sin 
enters the world it brings death, and, as 
a result our hearts are tainted so that we 
experience death, and bring death, into 
our relationships. As a result of sin life in 
the world is painful. We inflict brokenness 
on one another. This brokenness leads us 
to idolise life, or to believe we should be in 
control of its beginning or end. God brings 
new life through Jesus, who mends our 
brokenness, and mends the broken world.

In the Beginning
In Genesis we read that humanity is the 
pinnacle of God’s good creation. We see 
that God is in the business of creating life, 
giving the “breath of life” to all creatures 
(Genesis 1:30), and that humans, made 
in his image, are to rule over all these 
living things (Genesis 1:26-28). We see 
God instructing humans to create new life 
(Genesis 1:28). 

God blessed them and said to 
them, “Be fruitful and increase in 
number; fill the earth and subdue 
it. Rule over the fish in the sea and 
the birds in the sky and over every 
living creature that moves on the 
ground.” – Genesis 1:28

People are valuable to God, in Genesis 2 
we see how this relationship plays out, God 
gives humans life by breathing the breath 
of life into Adam directly (Genesis 2:7).

Then the Lord God formed a 
man from the dust of the ground 
and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life, and the man 
became a living being.  
– Genesis 2:7

What The Church 
Gets Wrong 
About Abortion 
& Euthanasia, 
But Jesus Makes 
Right...
God is the author of life. 
Abortion and euthanasia 
are examples of our 
desire to take this gift 
from God’s hands, and 
write our own stories. The 
Church gets abortion and 
euthanasia wrong when 
we idolise life, rather than 
worshipping the life-giver. 
We get abortion and 
euthanasia wrong when 
we fail to acknowledge 
the humanity of those 
making the mistake 
of trying to write their 
own stories against the 
backdrop of a very broken 
world. 

Jesus gets abortion 
and euthanasia right 
by rewriting the story of 
the world, and inviting 
everyone who turns to him 
to be part of this story. He 
invites us to find complete 
forgiveness, wholeness, 
and the promise of life 
without suffering, in him 
and his Kingdom.  

Where things go 
wrong
Creating new life is part of bearing God’s 
image. When the relationship between 
people and God is fractured (Genesis 3) 
this essential part of the role we share as 
humans – multiplication – is frustrated. 
This frustration is partly, as we saw last 
week, our relationships are broken, but is 
also because giving birth to, raising, and 
feeding children – multiplying – suddenly 
becomes more painful (Genesis 3:16-20). 

To the woman he said, “I will 
make your pains in childbearing 
very severe; with painful labor 
you will give birth to children.” – 
Genesis 3:16

Life now involves suffering and painful toil. 
The world we were meant to rule over has 
turned against humanity (Genesis 1:29, 
3:17-18). Disease and death are now part of 
life (Genesis 3:19-22).  

God’s plan to fix 
things
After God takes access to the Tree of Life 
away from Adam (Genesis 3:22-24), and 
sends the flood to wipe out every life but 
Noah’s (Genesis 6:17, 7:22), life becomes 
something people in God’s story are 
determined to hang on to, at any cost. 
Abraham lies about his relationship 
with Sarah in order that his “life may be 
spared” (Genesis 12:12-13), Isaac does the 
same with Rebekah (Genesis 26:7-9). Life 
is also something God protects through 
his promises to people as he implements 
his serpent-crushing plan featuring Eve’s 
descendants (Genesis 3:15). This pattern of 
preservation starts with his covenant with 
Noah (Genesis 9), and continues in the Old 
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Testament Law, where God values life so 
much that (ironically) the punishment for 
taking life – including the life of an unborn 
child – is death (Exodus 20:13, 21:12-29, 
Numbers 35:6-34, Deuteronomy 19:3-12, 
27:24-25). Corporately, Israel’s obedience 
to God is a matter of life, or death – if they 
remain faithful to their relationship with 
him they will live, if not they will be exiled 
from the land and die (Deuteronomy 30:15-
20).

“This day I call the heavens and 
the earth as witnesses against 
you that I have set before you life 
and death, blessings and curses. 
Now choose life, so that you and 
your children may live  and that 
you may love the Lord your God, 
listen to his voice, and hold fast 
to him. For the Lord is your life, 
and he will give you many years 
in the land he swore to give to 
your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob.” – Deuteronomy 30:19-20

Despite every heart being broken by 
sin (Genesis 6:5), God still gives life. He 
continues creating and sustaining his 
world, and breathing life into people 
(Isaiah 42:5). Humanity experiences life as 
a gift from the author of life – as Job puts it 
when rebuking his friends:

“In his hand is the life of every 
creature and the breath of all 
mankind.” – Job 12:10

God forms each new life just as he formed 
Adam and Eve, with creative care and 
artistry.

King David often reflects on God’s 
relationship to new life in his Psalms. In 
Psalm 139 he describes God knitting him 
and weaving him together in his mother’s 
womb (Psalm 139:13, 15). He says he is 
“fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 
139:14), and notes that God ordained all his 
days in his book:

“Your eyes saw my unformed 
body; all the days ordained for me 
were written in your book before 
one of them came to be.” – Psalm 
139:16

While  Psalm 139 suggests God loves life, it 
also calls for the destruction of the wicked 
(Psalm 139:19). Back in Psalm 51, David 
reflects on his own wickedness, saying that 
he was “sinful at birth, sinful from the time 
my mother conceived me” (Psalm 51:5), 
but that God also desired faithfulness and 

taught him wisdom there (Psalm 51:6). 
This is the drama of every human life. We 
are this combination of sinfulness and 
God’s good creativity, we are designed to 
bear his image, and yet incapable of doing 
so because our hearts pull us away from 
him. God creates life, and is sovereign over 
every life, from the moment life begins, in 
the womb, to the moment breath exits the 
body for the last time. 

Death is a great tragedy – the result of our 
congenital heart disease – sin. Inherited 
from Adam and Eve. David longs for a 
transformed heart – and looks to God to 
transform him (Psalm 51:10-12). This hope 
of transformation, and that he was chosen 
in the womb, gives David hope as he 
suffers in a world that rejects God (Psalm 
22:10). 

When Israel is sent in to exile, Ezekiel says 
it is because they have spilled blood in 
the land – breaking God’s laws that were 
designed to protect life (Ezekiel 22:1-16), 
as a result, they are like dry bones, empty 
of life. They are dead. But Ezekiel promises 
that God will restore life to these bones 
through his Spirit, his breath returning to 
give life to people who will carry his name 
(Ezekiel 37:1-14). 

“Dry bones, hear the word of the 
Lord! This is what the Sovereign 
Lord says to these bones: I will 
make breath enter you, and you 
will come to life. I will attach 
tendons to you and make flesh 
come upon you and cover you 
with skin; I will put breath in you, 
and you will come to life. Then you 
will know that I am the Lord.” – 
Ezekiel  37:4-6

How Jesus makes 
things right
God delights in creating life. He ultimately 
creates life, eternal life, in Jesus who came, 
as the author of life (Acts 3:15), to bring 
dead hearts back to life (John 1:4, 3:16, 
4:14, 5:19-27, 6:26-37, 10:10). 

“I have come that they may have 
life, and have it to the full.” – John 
10:10

Jesus invites us to live transformed, 
hopeful, lives. Lives that reach beyond 
death, that see a world beyond the pain 
and suffering of this world (1 Peter 1:3-9, 
Revelation 21:1-7, 22:1-5). Jesus came to 
bring us a picture of new, renewed, life, by 
laying his life down for us (John 10:11-18). 
To restore what was lost at the Fall, where 
our hearts turned away from God, and 
to show us that God’s heart is pointed 
towards us, that he doesn’t stand apart 
from our pain, but enters it. 

Often, decisions about ending a life, 
whether through abortion or euthanasia, 
are people responding to a broken world. 
Someone with a terminal illness might 
consider euthanasia as a response to 
pain is responding to the frustration of 
the world brought about in Genesis 3. A 
pregnant woman might be considering an 
abortion based on advice about health 
outcomes for her or her baby, her ability 
to cope with raising a child as a single 
mother, or she may be pregnant as a result 
of sexual assault. These decisions are 
responses to a world that is not as God 
made it to be, and is not what it will be. 
This poses some challenges for us, the 
Church as we love these people, as we 
seek to love our society, and as we seek to 
protect the vulnerable. The people making 
these complex decisions are vulnerable. 
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Abortion is not an unforgivable sin. In Luke 
7:36-50, Jesus meets a woman who “lived 
a sinful life,” most scholars believe the 
woman in this story is a prostitute, Jesus 
offered acceptance, love, and forgiveness 
to prostitutes (Matthew 21:31-32). 

This is significant because prostitutes in 
the first century would almost certainly 
have had abortions as part of maintaining 
their ability to work. Prostitutes in first 
century Rome could not afford to raise 
children so often resorted to abortion. 
We know this because, amongst other 
evidence, medical handbooks from the 
time contain guides for doctors to conduct 
abortions. Infanticide was also common 
until the church intervened, in these cases, 
the parents would expose their children to 
the elements, texts from the 2nd century 
show that until the church started taking 
these children in, these children were 
often be collected by people who raised 
them to be prostitutes – the relationship 
between sin and brokenness in this world 
is sometimes clearly a vicious cycle.  While 
we often treat abortion as though it is 
a new issue facing the modern church, 
Jesus and the early church, interacted 
with people for whom abortion was part 
of the reality of their first century lives. 
And, we see how the Gospel is a message 
of love-in-action in Jesus’ interactions 
with these vulnerable women. When Jesus 
interacts with this woman in a way that 

demonstrates his love for her and her love 
for him, in Luke 7, he offers her comfort, 
forgiveness and an invitation to live her life 
experiencing the peace he came to bring.  

“Your faith has saved you; go in 
peace.”—Luke 7:50

We all find forgiveness and peace in the 
same place – the Cross of Jesus – no matter 
what we’ve done. His offer of eternal life is 
not determined by what we do, but what 
he has done, he brings forgiveness to those 
who call on his name. 

What is true of human life in Genesis, and 
is true of David in the Psalms, is true of 
us. Our hearts are broken. They point us 
away from God and towards just about 
anything else. Sometimes we even idolise 
life – which is a created thing, a good gift 
from God. Sometimes we condemn others 
for failing to value this good gift of life, and 
as we condemn we do it in a way that fails 
value their life as a gift from God. But God 
restores our hearts through Jesus, and 
the gift of the Holy Spirit who transforms 
us into the image of Christ (2 Corinthians 
3:17-18).

Sometimes we forget that, like David, our 
hopeful view of the world comes from the 
‘joy of salvation.’ We forget that it is only 
because God has saved us, and given us 
new life, that we are able to see past the 
pain and suffering, the brokenness. We 

forget that others don’t have this view of 
the world, so when they’re confronted 
with a pregnancy they aren’t prepared to 
cope with, or any pain, suffering, disease, 
or the prospect of death then they aren’t 
equipped to think of life, pain, or suffering, 
the way God sees it.  They can’t see life as 
a good gift from God, or life beyond the 
pain. But Jesus offers hope to those who 
suffer – the hope of new life in a kingdom 
where there is no longer brokenness, 
suffering, or pain, where the “old order 
of things has passed away” (Revelation 
21:1-5) and where we now share God’s 
message of forgiveness where He no 
longer counts people’s sin against them. 
We are ambassadors for Christ and sharing 
this message – the message of the Cross – 
means we have to approach broken people 
the way Jesus did when he approached us 
(2 Corinthians 5:14-21). 
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