STILL WAITING FOR THE TRUE KING
A SERIES IN 2 SAMUEL
S E R I E S
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brother Absalom for his
actions (13:29)
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ADONIJAH SHEPHATIAH ITHREAM

ABSALOM

KILEAB
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ABSALOM
Popular with the people. Plots a
conspiracy against David (chapter 15),
which ends in David fleeing Jerusalem.
Is killed by Joab (18:15)
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MEPHIBOSHETH
Lame son of Jonathon. Blessed by
David. Mephibosheth’s servant is Ziba

JOAB
Brutal and ruthless. Kills Amasa, Abner,
and Absalom. Is “over” David’s Army (8:16).
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IN 2 SAMUEL

KEY RELATIONSHIPS

SAUL

BATHSHEBA
Wife of Uriah, raped by
David (11:4) who had
Uriah killed. Remains
David’s wife, and plays a
key role later in 1 Kings.
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MERAB
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MALCHI-SHUA

ABINADAB

JONATHON

AHINOAM

KISH

ABNER
Original general
of Saul’s army.
Switched
allegiance to
David (3:12), but
is quickly killed
by Joab (3:27)

MICHAL
Daughter of Saul and
wife of David. Mocks
David for dancing
(6:16) and ends up
barren (6:23).
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ARMONI

RIZPAH

ABNER
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ABIEL

CONTENTS
THE STORY OF 2 SAMUEL: THE KINGDOM
OF THIS WORLD AND THE KING OF GOD

5

LIVING UNDER JESUS’ LOVING RULE
IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD

6

HOW TO READ THE OLD TESTAMENT

7

A RISING KING

9

A DANCING KING

17

A FOREVER KING

23

THE SINNING KING

29

THE SHEPHERD KING

35

THE PATTERN OF THE KING

41

THE EXILED KING

47

THE RETURN OF THE KING

53

THE SACRIFICING KING

59

4

THE STORY OF 2 SAMUEL:
THE KINGDOM OF THIS WORLD
AND THE KING OF GOD
2 Samuel is the ancient story of Israel which shows in vivid and graphic
detail the horror of the human heart. It doesn’t gloss over the mess or
cover-up the scandal. It shows what happens when people grasp for
the power they want, or abuse the power they have. When people build
kingdoms around this kind of power, the consequences are devastating
for everyone.
We see this pattern of behaviour so clearly in our world today on a global
scale, but also up close in our own lives – where pride, selfishness, and
anger tear apart the communities we live in. Since these destructive
ways of relating are the default settings of our human heart, we don’t
experience the rest, peace, joy, and blessing we long for in our lives. We
need something – or rather someone – to come and break the deadly
cycle.
As Jesus comes, sent by his Father to usher in the kingdom of God, he
rescues us from these destructive behaviours and this cycle that leads to
death. In his resurrection we share the hope of new life, and by his Spirit
we’re empowered to live differently as God’s people in our world. To be a
community formed by his word and Spirit.
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LIVING UNDER JESUS’ LOVING RULE
IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD
As we journey through 2 Samuel, and experience Israel’s longing for a true
king, we want to hear Jesus’ invitation for us to enter into a life under his
loving rule. This series will get us thinking about the kind of church we are,
and the kind of people God is growing us to be as we live as ambassadors
for Christ in this world. With that in mind, we want this series to help us
together to cultivate a life of devotion to God and others, and to grow us
towards activities and practices that helps us enjoy the rest, peace, joy
and blessing King Jesus has come to bring.
To do that, we need to reflect on our habits of heart and be intentional
about replacing old habits with new ones that orient us to love God
and love others. Our lives are already filled with habits that are forming
and changing us. As disciples of Jesus, we want to be intentional about
focusing on habits that help us to live a purposeful life serving God.
Last term we introduced a 12 Week Challenge that focused on habits of
our heart, our time, and our money. The challenge for us was to think
about how we might use those resources in service of Jesus. The goal is
always growing godly character – being like Jesus. This term we want to
suggest some tried and tested habits that will do just that - grow us more
like Jesus.
The study for Week 1 will look at the habits in the life of Jesus and the life
of Paul. The purpose of this study is to provide a resource which will help
you to reflect on your life before God, come up with a concrete goal for
this term, and identify some key habits you’d like to focus on.
As we dig into the story of 2 Samuel from Week 2, the heart and hands
questions will ask you to reflect how you’re going with your habits. There
will be an opportunity to share and to pray for one another. For some
people this will be completely new. For others this will be very familiar. But
the important thing to remember is that growth takes time.
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HOW TO READ THE OLD
TESTAMENT
Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have
been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed down to us by those
who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. – Luke
1:1-2
Luke introduces his Gospel as a fulfilment story – ‘the things fulfilled
among us.’ Luke’s story of Jesus is a fulfilment story. It’s the story of the
fulfilment of the Old Testament in Jesus’ life, death, resurrection and
pouring out of the Spirit. And as we read on from these opening two
verses, chapter by chapter we meet a rich array of both Old Testament
quotations and allusions as Luke weaves his fulfilment tapestry. Finally,
in Luke’s last chapter, Jesus’ own words most strikingly announce the
totality of this fulfilment:
He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that
the prophets have spoken! Did not the Messiah have to suffer these
things and then enter his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all
the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures
concerning himself. – Luke 24:25-27
He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you:
Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses,
the Prophets and the Psalms.” Then he opened their minds so they
could understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is written:
The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and
repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am
going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until
you have been clothed with power from on high.” – Luke 24:44-49
In these two resurrection appearances, Jesus tells his followers how
to read the Old Testament. It’s all about him. All of it. In the first scene
he refers to “all the Scriptures”. In the second scene he says the same
thing a different way – the three-fold division of “the Law of Moses, the
Prophets and the Psalms” was a common way of referring to the entire
Old Testament.
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It’s a stunning claim. The entire Old Testament – every page – every
word – is about Jesus. Specifically, the Old Testament anticipated
these things about Jesus:
•
•
•
•
•

He is the Messiah – God’s true King.
Core to his role as Messiah was his suffering and his resurrection.
Repenting – turning to this Jesus – brings forgiveness of sins.
This message will be proclaimed to all nations.
He sends the Holy Spirit, empowering this worldwide mission of the
gospel (which Luke shows us in his second volume – Acts).
From the great lookout of Luke 24, Jesus shows us how to read every
page of the Old Testament. Whatever book you’re reading, from
Genesis to Malachi, it’s all about these key truths. It’s all about Jesus.
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A RISING KING

REFLECTIONS FROM THIS PART OF 2 SAMUEL
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HABITS AND GOALS
The purpose of this study is to help set some goals for the term by
reflecting on how God is growing you and identifying some key habits
that will help you to become the person God is calling you to be in Christ
– to live our better story. As we journey through 2 Samuel, we want to
take responsibility for our transformation to become more and more like
Jesus, and Growth Group gives us the opportunity to share that journey
together.
As disciples of Christ, we follow Jesus as our Saviour and Lord; but also
as our Teacher and Guide. He is the perfect Son of God who lived the life
we could never live, but by his Spirit we are being conformed to his image
(Rom. 8:29). So it’s helpful for us to study the life of Jesus, and reflect on
how God might be challenging us to evaluate our habits, and whether
they are transforming or deforming. But first let’s look at the life of Jesus…

READ MARK 1:21-39 – A DAY IN THE LIFE OF JESUS…
1.

Jesus’ day was filled with interruptions and needs to attend to.
What things threaten to drain his tank?

2.

What do you notice about Jesus’ posture towards the people he
meets and the many needs around him?

3.

Look at Mark 1:35-39. Even as the day begins there are more needs
pressing on him. Where does Jesus draw strength? Where is that
place for you?

4.

Read back at Mark 1:10-11. When we don’t live from our secure
identity grounded in God’s love, what happens to us? How does
it affect the way we relate to others?

10

HABITS OF THE HEART
God’s affirmation of love is the secure place from which Jesus lives,
strengthening him to engage generously and move towards the needs
of others in love. It was possible for Jesus to live like this because it was a
natural expression of who Jesus was on the inside.
Just like Jesus, we need habits that help us to change on the inside, and
help us to be who we are. Because of Jesus - his death, resurrection, and
pouring out of the Spirit - we are now adopted into God’s family. We are
God’s children; by the Spirit we cry, “Abba, Father.” (Romans 8:14-15). This
is who we are.
You might already have habits you’ve been working on for some time.
Or you might still be working out what habits work best for you. The
important thing to remember is that God isn’t calling us to be perfect, but
to make progress. He isn’t calling us to try to be good, but to train to be
godly. God isn’t standing back shaking his head in disappointment when
we mess up (…we’re saved by grace, not works!).
Also, we can’t do this alone or in our own strength. But we have Jesus’
Spirit living within us to make change possible. And as we work on our
habits together in Growth Group, we can be examples for one another;
learning from one another, and encouraging each other when things are
tough.
This list below has some suggested habits for you to consider taking on for
this term. Review this list and be open to trying something a little outside
your comfort zone.
Habit

What is it
Solitude means withdrawing in order to be with God.
This is a deliberate decision to attend to the presence of
God and reflect on how we can live more authentically
from our relationship in Christ.

Solitude/
Silence

Silence is a companion to solitude – we turn off our
phones, get away from noise, and quiet ourselves in
God’s presence.
Disconnecting from other voices and noise brings us
back to who we are before God and stillness helps us to
remember, “I am not what I do.”
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1&2 Samuel

Jesus/NT

Hannah at the
tabernacle
praying to the
Lord
(1 Samuel 1:9)

Jesus often
withdrew to
solitary places
to be with God
in silence and
prayer (Luke. 4:42;
5:16; 6:12)

Habit

What is it

Rest

Rest means we stop doing what we would normally
consider “work”. (This was historically the “Sabbath”
- one day a week, but it can be shorter or longer than
that).

1&2 Samuel

Jesus instructed
that it’s lawful
to do good on
the Sabbath
(Matthew 12:8, 12)

Rest helps us to remember our limits and that my life
doesn’t always need to be about getting things done.
I’m free to play and enjoy God’s creation for its own sake.

Fasting

Frugality/
Simplicity

Fasting involves abstaining from certain things like food
or drink or technology. This helps to free us from having
to have what we want. It trains us so that our bodily
desires need not rule our life.

Jesus/NT

The people of
Israel repent in
fasting
(1 Samuel 7:6)
David fasts and
prays that his
child will not die
(2 Samuel 12:21,
22, 23)

Frugality means refraining from grasping for money or
possessions to satisfy our desires for comfort, status
or luxury. Simplicity means avoiding having our life
cluttered with unnecessary busyness and events that
distract us from our purpose in Christ.

Jesus fasts in
the wilderness
(Matthew 4:2, 4)
Paul fasts before
he makes
important
decisions (Acts
14:23

Jesus warns
about a life
cluttered by the
need for things
(Matthew 13:22;
1 John 2:15-17)

Frugality helps us to be content with what we have (even
to be generous – to give stuff away!) Simplicity helps us
to be good stewards of our time and to prioritize what’s
most important.
We read and study God’s word and meditate on the
truths of Scripture.

Study/
Meditation

This helps us to remember who God is, and who we are
in Christ, and to become aware of God’s presence and
work in our life.
You might start a Bible reading plan, commit to
memorizing Scripture, and keeping a journal of your
reflections.

David’s songs are
a meditation on
God’s character
(2 Samuel 22:151)

Jesus meditated
on Scripture
(Matthew 4:4,
7, 10)

Finding someone to share this with gives the
opportunity to mutually support one another through
prayer.
We give thanks to God for his goodness to us, for the
true joy that comes from him, and his gifts of grace in
every season.
Thankfulness

This frees us from defining life according to our
circumstances and helps us to imagine what God might
be doing in and through us.
This might also include giving thanks for others and
speaking encouragement to them.
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David celebrates
before the Lord
as the ark enters
Jerusalem
(2 Samuel 6:12;
21)

Jesus tells his
disciples to
rejoice that their
names are written
in heaven
(Luke 10:20)
Jesus promises
his disciples a joy
that will never be
taken away
(John 16:22)

Habit

Service

What is it

We look for opportunities to meet the needs of others by
laying down our rights and desires to please ourselves
and instead give generously.
Serving together brings us into the joy of being caught
up in something bigger than ourselves.

Hospitality

Hospitality involves inviting people into your space and
being a faithful presence in their space.
Hospitality is a great opportunity to build connection
with non-Christian friends, and to “merge universes” (i.e.
Introduce your non-Christian friends to your Christian
friends)

Prayer

What it is: In prayer we enjoy God’s presence and come
before his throne of grace to speak honestly from the
heart, confessing sin, and asking God to meet our needs
– and those of others.
This helps us to rest in our God who knows all things
and who is in control of all things. It helps us to be
honest with ourselves before God.
Praying with others is a great way to build friendships
that are centred on God.

1&2 Samuel

Jesus/NT

Though he was
heir to a throne,
he gave up what
was his by right.
Jonathan’s
posture to David
was that of
humble service
and submission
(1 Samuel 20:4)

Jesus’ posture
was that of a
servant – and he
instructed his
disciples to do
the same: “By
this everyone will
know that you
are my disciples,
if you love one
another.” (John
13:35; Mark 10:45)

David’s
generosity to
Saul’s servant,
Mephibosheth
(2 Samuel 9:7)

Jesus taught
about how
our hospitality
reflects God’s
(Luke 14:12-14,
15-23)

When Hannah
was suffering,
she prayed to the
Lord
(1 Samuel 1:10

Jesus spent
time with God in
prayer (Matthew
14:23; Luke 3:21;
5:16; 6:12)

In a difficult time,
Samuel went
to the Lord in
prayer
(1 Samuel 8:6)

Our posture in
prayer is that of
a child speaking
to their Father
(Matthew 6:9)

David prays in
thankfulness
to God for his
promises
(2 Samuel 7:17)

NEXT STEPS: DETERMINE YOUR
GOAL – COMMIT TO HABITS
Habits are a means towards growth, they train us and form us to be the
people God has made us to be. So it is important to begin with the end
in mind – to have a vision for the kind of person you could be under
God, and to write down a goal that is concrete and specific. Remember
that change takes time, so your goal needs to be realistic. You might ask
someone you trust to reflect if they think your goal is realistic. Once you’ve
set a goal, consider committing to one habit that seems a natural fit for
who you are, and also one other habit that will stretch you a little.
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Take some time to reflect on these questions below. Pick a time where
you can slow down your thoughts, and where you can be silent and sit
still. Pick a place that is quiet. Pray to God, and ask him:
•
•
•
•

Where am I most tempted? What idols are taking root in my heart?
Where do I feel disconnected? Distracted?
Where do I have struggles in my relationships with others?
What habits do I need to replace because they’re deforming not
transforming?

1)	Set a goal: Reflect on your own life with God…where might God be
challenging you to grow?
2) Write down your intention…how would you like to grow?
3) What are the means (habits) to help you grow?
For example,
‘I think God wants me to stop taking responsibility for things I can’t
control.’
‘I intend to become a person who doesn’t need to take control of
everything’
‘By habits of daily solitude and silence, where I’m resting my heart in the
presence of God, and daily journaling where I write down my thoughts
and feelings to better understand what triggers my anxiety.

1.

I think God wants me to:

2.

I intend to:

3.

By:
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PERSONAL PRAYER

PRAYER FOR OUR GROUP

PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVING FAMILY + FRIENDS

PRAYER FOR CROSS CULTURAL PARTNER

BIG IDEA

DISCUSSION

Proud King Saul is dead, and David has
been anointed as king. Is he the king we’ve
been waiting for?

A boy called Jeremy loved cricket. He had
just come through a rough season with a
coach who had no enthusiasm for cricket,
and they had lost every game. He said to
his dad “I have just heard we are getting
a new coach next season, I do feel sad for
our old coach, but I heard the new coach is
really good. I hope he is the one to turn our
team around.”

BIBLE PASSAGE
2 Samuel 1:17-2:7

YOU WILL NEED
•

Access to a computer

ALL AGES ACTIVITY

Jeremy’s Dad said, “You remind me a little
of the story of David; even though Saul was
a bad king for Israel they still felt sad when
he died (the bible uses the word lament for
showing sadness). Israel was now looking
forward to the new replacement king God
had anointed, which was David. David did
do many good things, but unfortunately,
he also made some very bad mistakes.
God told David that one of his decedents,
however, would get it right and that he
would reign as king forever – he was talking
about Jesus. We can look to the future with
hope because of Jesus, as he is a king that
won’t let us down if we trust him.”

Make 2 word clouds.
Use a bible website (like Biblegateway) and
search 2 Samuel 1:17-2:7
Open https://www.wordclouds.com
Copy David’s lament, 2 Samuel 1:19-27. In
wordcloud go to file then Paste/type text
and paste the words to form a word cloud.
In a new tab do the same again but this
time copy and paste 2 Samuel 2:1-7
Compare the 2 word clouds, experiment
with different shapes and colours e.g. try
making the first in sad colours and the
second hopeful colours.

PRAYER IDEA
Dear Lord. We so often feel let down, sad
and disappointed. Thank you that the
bible shows us there is hope even when
we are down. You saved us before we even
knew you. Thank you for being a God in
whom we can trust. In your name we pray
Amen.
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2

A DANCING KING

REFLECTIONS FROM THIS PART OF 2 SAMUEL
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As David is crowned king it feels like we can finally breathe a sigh
of relief. We’re finally seeing God’s promises coming to fulfilment,
and it seems in David we glimpse a king who will bring Israel into
rest, peace, joy and blessing.

READ 2 SAMUEL 6:1-23

HEAD/HEART
1.

What strikes you most from this story? What questions does it raise
for you?

2.

Numbers 4:1-16 has detailed instructions about how to transport the
ark: Carried using poles so that they do not touch the ark. But the
people are not only ignoring those instructions, they’re imitating the
same method of transport used by the Philistines in 1 Samuel – a
“new cart” (1 Samuel 6:3, 6). How might this cast a dark shadow over
the bright joy and celebration in this scene?

3.

Why is Uzzah killed? What’s wrong with stopping the ark from falling
to the ground?

4.

King David is angry and then fearful, “How can the ark of the LORD
ever come to me?” (verse 9). Is David’s fear positive or negative?
Healthy or destructive?
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5.

As blessing comes to the house of Obed-Edom – a foreigner and
Gentile – what ancient promises to Abraham are we seeing fulfilled?
(See Genesis 12:2-3)

6.

There are some things that look positive under David’s kingship.
But take a look back at 2 Samuel 5:13 (and compare with
Deuteronomy 17:17). What does this reveal about David’s heart?

7.

In C.S. Lewis’, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, there’s a famous
quote about Aslan the lion: “…He isn’t safe, but he is good.”
Is this a helpful way to picture the character of God from this story in
2 Samuel? How do you feel about coming before God and entering
his presence? (For further reflection, consider Hebrews 6:19-20)

8.

Where and how are you most easily able to free yourself (time,
thoughts, heart) to be in God’s presence? What might it look like for
you to rejoice before the Lord for all he has done? (Dance, maybe?)

HEART/HANDS
9.

How are you going with your habits of the heart this week?
What’s been challenging?
What can you do to help them stick?

19

PERSONAL PRAYER

PRAYER FOR OUR GROUP

PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVING FAMILY + FRIENDS

PRAYER FOR CROSS CULTURAL PARTNER

DIGGING DEEPER
DAVID AND ADAM
In 2 Samuel 5:1 the tribes of Israel come to David to appoint him as king.
The people’s remark, “We are your own flesh and blood” recalls the words
of Adam to his wife, Eve: “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my
flesh” (Genesis 2:23). It’s like the tribes of Israel are coming to David to
propose - to propose a union that reflects the harmony of Adam and Eve
in the Garden of Eden before the Fall.

DAVID AND ABRAHAM
In 2 Samuel 5:6, David drives out the Jebusites from Jerusalem. Why is
this a big deal? Because when God promised Abraham land, the Jebusites
were among those God promised to drive out before the Israelites
(Genesis 15:21; Exodus 23:31; Numbers 33:52; Joshua 9:24). But with the
Jebusites still occupying territory, God’s promises remain unfulfilled.
Enter King David - driving out the Jebusites and reviving these ancient
promises given to Abraham.
In 2 Samuel 6:11, the ark of God comes to the house of Obed-Edom the
Gittite – ie. a non-Israelite. And yet we’re told that “the LORD blessed him
and his entire household”. Blessing to the nations is the sign of God’s
fulfilment of the promises made to Abraham, and under David, it looks like
these promises are coming alive once more.
In 2 Samuel 6:14, as the ark of God is brought into Jerusalem, we’re told
that King David is wearing a linen ephod – a priestly garment. David is a
king who behaves like a priest (notice some of the other priestly functions
David performs throughout the narrative). There is a precedent for a
priest-king in Jerusalem – Melchizedek, the priest-king who blessed
Abram. David’s actions are strikingly similar to Melchizedek. As David
blesses the people and gives gifts of food (2 Samuel 6:18-19), we recall
Melchizedek who similarly offered blessing and offered gifts of food to
the people (Genesis 14:18-19). This link with Melchizedek is significant for
establishing the paradigm of a priest-king, which will be ultimately fulfilled
in Jesus’ ministry (Hebrews 5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:1).
With these rich allusions to Adam and Abraham, what hopes might we
have for David’s kingship?
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BIG IDEA

DISCUSSION

King David leads Israel in a great
celebration of joy. Only King Jesus brings a
joyful celebration that lasts forever.

We are usually very careful not to
embarrass ourselves, so we tend to try
blend in and do what everyone else does.
There are times, however, when the crowd
we follow do things that don’t feel right,
and it makes us miserable. Before this
bible reading Israel was miserable and we
see here how David put his trust in God
and led his people back to God. We see
his complete joy at having the symbol of
God back in Israel by the way he danced.
He danced without worrying what others
(including his wife), thought. When we are
miserable in the world, we can find lasting
satisfaction and joy when we put our trust
in Jesus and enjoy God’s presence in our
lives.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Read 2 Samuel 6:1-23

YOU WILL NEED
Access to the internet

ALL AGES ACTIVITY
Watch the video: “Bible Theater: 2 Samuel David Dances” on YouTube
You may like to also dance to the Lord.
Some songs you could choose from
•
•
•

‘I Will Be Undignified’ by Rend Collective
‘King David Danced’ by Scooter Lee
‘Undignified’ by David Crowder Band)

PRAYER IDEA
Dear Lord
Please help us focus fully on you and not
be guided by our own will or by what
others think. Help us to be joyful like David
and celebrate your presence in our lives.
In Jesus name we pray, Amen
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3

A FOREVER KING

REFLECTIONS FROM THIS PART OF 2 SAMUEL
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Under the rule of King David we witness a rare period of peace and rest
for Israel. Sadly, this is about as good as it gets. The peace won’t last.
The rest will end. We’re still waiting for King Jesus to bring the true
peace and rest we long for.

READ 2 SAMUEL 7:1-29

HEAD/HEART
1.

What strikes you most from this story? What questions does it raise
for you?

2.

Is it presumptuous for David to suggest building a house for God
(verse 2)? Is he grasping for control? Or does it show his reverence
towards God? What do you think?

3.

What promises does God make to King David?
(You could list them out…)

4.

Compare Genesis 11:4 and Genesis 12:2. Now look at 2 Samuel 7:9
and 13. What greater purpose is God working through David?

5.

God promises a son who will build a “house for my Name.” (verse 13).
Where is this fulfilled?
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6.

“Rest” is a rich theme, and repeated promise, in the story of the Bible
(Genesis 2:2; Exodus 31:15; Deuteronomy 3:20; 2 Samuel 7:1, 11;
Jeremiah 46:27). But at the end of the Old Testament, Israel, along
with the world, are still “rest-less” (Hebrews 3:7-11). In what ways
might we describe our world today as “rest-less”?

7.

What do you understand by ‘rest’ as Jesus describes it
(Matthew 11:28-30)? What might this kind of rest look like for us
today?

8.

Do you experience this rest in your own life? What obstacles are there
for you to enter the deep rest Jesus spoke about?

HEART/HANDS
9.

How are you going with your habits of the heart this week?
What’s been challenging?
What can you do to help them stick?
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PERSONAL PRAYER

PRAYER FOR OUR GROUP

PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVING FAMILY + FRIENDS

PRAYER FOR CROSS CULTURAL PARTNER

DIGGING DEEPER
DAVID AND ABRAHAM
In 2 Samuel 7:9, God makes a big promise to King David “…I will make
your name great”. God made the same promise generations ago to
Abraham. The promise suggests that the success of David will be the
success of Israel. But what if David fails?

DAVID AND ADAM
2 Samuel 7:6-7 speaks of the LORD moving from place to place and
moving with the Israelites. This echoes God in the Garden of Eden, who is
described as “walking” (same word for “moving”) in the Garden”
(Genesis 3:8; Leviticus 26:11-12; Deuteronomy 23:14).
David’s desire to build the temple also echoes life in the Garden –
specifically the role of Adam. For Adam, the command to be fruitful,
multiply, and subdue the earth, suggests Adam’s job was to expand the
peace of the Garden and bring blessing to the whole earth. As David enters
this period of peace, it seems he is building a kingdom which will spread
blessing across the earth. The following chapters show David fulfilling that
Adamic role in his conquests across the land.
We have high hopes. But will David deliver?
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BIG IDEA

DISCUSSION

David wants to build a more permanent
house for God, but God promises to use
David’s family to build a forever kingdom

Like King David, we often want to build
something that lasts but we need to
remember that God is the one who builds
things that last.

BIBLE PASSAGE

God promised that his son would build his
house and that God himself would make a
kingdom that will last forever. God’s forever
kingdom is found in his people through
King Jesus.

2 Samuel 7:1-29
(Key verses – 2 Samuel 7:8-16)

YOU WILL NEED
•

Building blocks

ALL AGES ACTIVITY

PRAYER IDEA

Work as a group to build a small model of
a temple with building blocks.

Dear Lord,
Help me to remember that God is the one
who builds things that last, not me. Thank
you for sending your son Jesus to build
your forever kingdom. In Jesus name we
pray. Amen

Talk about how this model is like the
temple that David wanted to build for God.
Knock the model temple down.
Talk about how easy it was to destroy what
you had built.
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4

THE SINNING KING

REFLECTIONS FROM THIS PART OF 2 SAMUEL

29

While David’s kingdom keeps reaching new heights, David takes a fall.
From this moment onwards the story just gets worse and worse. We
need a king who doesn’t take life for himself but will give life to others.

READ 2 SAMUEL 11:1-27

HEAD/HEART
1.

What strikes you most from this story? What questions does it raise
for you?

2.

Is this story a surprise from what we know about David? What signs
were there that David’s character has turned to a destructive path?

3.

Look at 2 Samuel 11:1. What is King David supposed to be doing?
What is he doing instead? What does this reveal about his heart?

4.

Look at 2 Samuel 11:5, where Bathsheba is left unnamed, instead
referred to as “The woman…”. Since the narrator is telling this story
from David’s viewpoint, what does this suggest about how David
views Bathsheba? What else do you notice about David’s attitude
towards Bathsheba?

5.

What steps does David take to cover-up the evil he has done?
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6.

Earlier in the story we see David’s posture of listening to God “inquiring of the LORD” (1 Samuel 23:2 & 4; 30:8; 2 Samuel 2:1). The
last time David does this is in 2 Samuel 5:19, 23. What’s now missing
in David’s life?

7.

How might we cultivate a posture of listening to God and pursuing
a life of intimacy with God?

8.

What can we do when we are tempted – so we don’t go from seeing...
to desiring...to taking the wrong path? How can we help each other?

HEART/HANDS
9.

How are you going with your habits of the heart this week?
What’s been challenging?
What can you do to help them stick?

31

PERSONAL PRAYER

PRAYER FOR OUR GROUP

PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVING FAMILY + FRIENDS

PRAYER FOR CROSS CULTURAL PARTNER

DIG DEEPER
DAVID AND THE FALL
We’ve been seeing links between David and Adam – echoes of Eden. Here
in 2 Samuel 11 we see more echoes of Eden, specifically, echoes of the
Fall. In 2 Samuel 11:2-4, David’s sin against Bathsheba is described almost
exactly as the fall of Adam and Eve in the Garden (Genesis 3:6), and also
the sin of Achan (Joshua 7:20-21). In all three scenes there’s a repetition of
the verbs,“saw…desired…good…take”.
See below:
2 Samuel 11:2-4
“David…saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful...Then
David sent messengers to take her.”
Joshua 7:21
“When I saw in the plunder a beautiful robe…I coveted them and took
them.”
Genesis 3:6-8
“When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food… she
took some and ate it.”
Word Key:
Saw

= raah

Beautiful/good = tov
Take

= laqach

הָאָר
בֹוט
חקָל
ַ
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BIG IDEA

DISCUSSION

King David takes a man’s life to cover up
his own sin. King Jesus gives his own life to
forgive our sin.

We just tried to cover up some dirty hands
with gloves. In the bible reading, King
David tried to cover up his sin by giving
orders that he knew would cause a man’s
death.

BIBLE PASSAGE
2 Samuel 11:1-27

David hoped no one would find out about
his sin but God sees all of our sin so trying
to cover it up doesn’t work. Unlike David,
King Jesus gave his own life to deal with
our sins. Through Jesus’ death our sins are
forgiven.

YOU WILL NEED
A container of soil
1 pair of disposable rubber gloves

ALL AGES ACTIVITY
Ask one member of the group to make
their hands dirty in the container of soil.

PRAYER IDEA

Then ask them to cover up the dirt on their
hands by putting on the pair of disposable
gloves over the dirt.

Help me to stop trying to cover up my sin.
Thank you that King Jesus gave his life to
forgive my sins. In Jesus name we pray.
Amen

Dear Lord,

Do their hands look clean now?
Are their hands really clean or does the dirt
remain?
Talk about how their hands may now seem
clean because of the gloves but are still
dirty underneath.
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5

THE SHEPHERD KING

REFLECTIONS FROM THIS PART OF 2 SAMUEL
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As Nathan rebukes David, we grieve that David’s house will now spread
curse rather than blessing. We’re still waiting for someone to reverse the
curse and bring the promised blessing.

READ 2 SAMUEL 12:1-31

HEAD/HEART
1.

What strikes you most from this story? What questions does it raise
for you?

2.

How do you feel hearing Nathan’s parable? In what ways does this
story highlight David’s failure as shepherd-king? (See 2 Samuel 5:2; 7:7
– David is God’s ‘shepherd’)

3.

Do you think David’s response to the parable sounds excessive?
What’s going on in David’s heart?

4.

Sometimes in order to rid ourselves of a guilty conscience, we
become harsh and judgmental of others. Do you ever see this in your
own life?

5.

Look at 2 Samuel 12:8-9. How generous has God been to David? So
why does David feel such lack and deprivation that he would take
Bathsheba for himself?
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6.

Look at 2 Samuel 12:30 as David “took the crown from the king’s
head.” Though we’ve seen David repenting, what habits remain
embedded in David’s heart?

7.

David foreshadows the corrupt shepherds who plague Israel’s
leadership throughout the Old Testament (Ezekiel 34:1-16). When
Jesus comes, he calls himself the “…good shepherd who lays
down his life for his sheep” (John 10:11). As you come to Jesus -the
good shepherd - what will help you to regularly reflect on God’s
generosity to you in your own life? How might you cultivate habits
of thankfulness that help to guard your heart from feelings of
deprivation, lack, or discontentment?

8.

How can we support one another to do this?

HEART/HANDS
9.

How are you going with your habits of the heart this week?
What’s been challenging?
What can you do to help them stick?
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PERSONAL PRAYER

PRAYER FOR OUR GROUP

PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVING FAMILY + FRIENDS

PRAYER FOR CROSS CULTURAL PARTNER

DIG DEEPER
KING DAVID’S DEADLY GRASPING
Where did this come from? Moral failings like this don’t just happen out of
nowhere. And in David’s case we can see the seeds of his downfall cultivated
earlier in the story, where we see David accumulating more and more wives
for himself (2 Samuel 2:2). While David showed restraint in grasping for the
throne while Saul was king, he shows no restraint when it comes to grasping
for women.
There is a foreshadowing of David and Bathsheba back in 2 Samuel 3:12-16.
There David orders Abner to take back his wife Michal, though Michal was
now married to another man, Paltiel, because Saul had given Michal to him
when he discovered Michal was actually in love with David (1 Samuel 25:44).
So perhaps Michal and David were true lovers, and therefore it was right for
David to have his wife returned to him? Perhaps - but David’s command to
Abner seems very callous – Paltiel is portrayed as the victim of an old dispute
between Saul and David. His weeping along the road is heartbreaking. But
King David will have what King David wants.
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BIG IDEA

BIBLE PASSAGE

David has been a bad shepherd. God
reveals the consequences of David’s sin
and still forgives him. Jesus is the good

Now read the real story in 2 Samuel 12:1-14

DISCUSSION
What was it like having your only chocolate
taken away by someone who already had
lots of lollies?

BIBLE PASSAGE
2 Samuel 12:1-14

How is that like what David did?

YOU WILL NEED
•
•

What would a Good king/Good shepherd
do?

a few bags of lollies
a small chocolate bar

What did Jesus do to show he is a Good
King and a Good Shepherd?

ALL AGES ACTIVITY
As a family or growth group act out this
imitation of the parable the Prophet
Nathan used to rebuke David:

PRAYER IDEA
Dear Lord, I know that you are generous
and holy and give us everything we need.

“Two kids lived in the same house. One
had lots of lollies. The other didn’t. The
one with lots of lollies had more than
one packet of lollies of all different types.
But all the other kid had was one little
chocolate bar. They had saved for it. They
had bought it. It was going to be for a
special occasion. It was that kid’s prised
possession.

I’m not like that because sometimes I’m
selfish and want what other people have.
Thank you that Jesus came to be the good
king and good shepherd that we need and
gave up his life so we can live forever with
you.
Please help me to live a life of thankfulness
because of your love at work in me.

“One day the kids with lots of lollies had a
friend come over. The kid with all the lollies
wanted to do something special for their
friend. But they didn’t want to share any
of his own lollies. Instead, he took the little
chocolate bar that belonged to the other
kid. Then the kid with all the lollies gave it
to the friend who had come to visit them
and they ate it.”
40

6

THE PATTERN
OF THE KING

REFLECTIONS FROM THIS PART OF 2 SAMUEL

41

The prophet Nathan had said to David, “…the sword will never depart
from your house…Out of your own household I am going to bring
calamity.” (2 Samuel 12:10-11). Here we see those words come true as
David’s sons grasp, deceive, and murder – just as their father did.

READ 2 SAMUEL 13:1-38

HEAD/HEART
1.

What strikes you most from this story? What questions does it raise
for you?

2.

What similarities do you notice between Amnon’s behaviour and
David’s?

3.

What similarities do you see between Absalom’s behaviour and
David’s?

4.

Why is David so passive in dealing with his sons? Where have we seen
this characteristic elsewhere in David’s life?

5.

Because of David’s failed leadership and because of his wicked sons,
the kingdom of Israel is no longer a place of peace, rest, and blessing.
At this point in the story, what hope is left for a kingdom that lasts
forever (2 Samuel 7:12-13)?
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6.

The story of David’s dysfunctional family may remind us of the flaws
in our own families of origin, and how our own relationships and
patterns of loving are broken because of sin.
Peter Scazzero wrote in his book, Emotionally Healthy Spirituality,
“What happens in one generation often repeats itself in the next. The
consequences of actions and decisions taken in one generation affect
those who follow.” In what ways has this been true in your own story
and in your own family of origin? Can you see where struggles and
blessings have been passed down to you by the choices of previous
generations?

7.

As a child of God who belongs to God’s new family, how are you
seeing God at work in your story to bring healing?

8.

“If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with
everyone.” (Romans 12:18) . What choices will you make to bring
peace in your relationships with others?

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES:
•
•

Emotionally Healthy Spirituality, Peter Scazzero
Growing Yourself Up, Jenny Brown
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HEART/HANDS
9.

How are you going with your habits of the heart this week?
What’s been challenging?
What can you do to help them stick?
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PERSONAL PRAYER

PRAYER FOR OUR GROUP

PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVING FAMILY + FRIENDS

PRAYER FOR CROSS CULTURAL PARTNER

BIG IDEA

he could marry Bathsheba and cover up
his sin. Because of David’s sin Bathsheba’s
baby died. Just like David, his son Amnon
saw his half-sister and wanted her to be
his. Amnon’s actions to Tamar were so
bad she felt ashamed for the rest of her
life and she had to live with her other
brother Absalom. Absalom was so mad
with his brother Amnon that the sticky
consequences continued to spread…
read more about what happened next in 2
Samuel 13:23-38

David’s hurtful sin is repeated in his family,
through his sons. God’s healing forgiveness
is repeated in his family, through his son,
King Jesus.

BIBLE PASSAGE
2 Samuel 13:23-38

YOU WILL NEED
•

some honey

ALL AGES ACTIVITY

DISCUSSION

As you start your time together
“accidentally” make a mess with some
honey making sure to get plenty on your
hands. Then give each member of your
family a handshake or a high-five with your
sticky hands.

What was it like getting caught up in
someone else’s sticky mess?
How is that like David’s story?
How is Jesus a better father & King?
What did Jesus do to fix our sticky messes?
Rather than mess, what did Jesus come to
spread through us?

Before you clean up discuss how easily the
sticky mess spread from one person to the
next. A lot of times the bad consequences
of our choices impact on the people
around us, just like the sticky mess spread
from person to person. This is especially
obvious in King David’s family.

PRAYER IDEA
Dear Lord, I know that you are loving and
forgiving.
I’m not like that because sometimes I get
caught up in sticky sinful situations.
Thank you that Jesus came to forgive our
sins and change us through his spirit so we
can spread his love.
Please help me to live a life that spreads
your love and forgiveness to others too.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Discuss the sticky situations David has got
his family into so far:
David saw another man’s wife, Bathsheba,
and wanted her for his own. David got
Bathsheba pregnant while she was still
married to Uriah. David had Uriah killed so
46

7

THE EXILED KING

REFLECTIONS FROM THIS PART OF 2 SAMUEL

47

As Absalom wins the hearts of the people and amasses a large
following, David is on the run. It seems like God’s promises of blessing
are unravelling as David crosses into the wilderness and weeps on the
Mount of Olives – a king without a kingdom. An exile without a home.

READ 2 SAMUEL 15:1-37

HEAD/HEART
1.

What strikes you most from this story? What questions does it raise
for you?

2.

While Absalom is amassing a large following, what is David doing?
Is it reasonable to think David was just oblivious? And if he wasn’t,
why doesn’t he stop Absalom?

3.

The book of Joshua records the momentous occasion when the
Israelites “crossed over” into the Promised Land (Joshua 3, 4).
From 2 Samuel 15:18-33 , the same word, “crossed over”, appears
nine times, but now to describe the passage of David and the other
Israelites out of Jerusalem. What is the significance of this connection
at this point in the story of 2 Samuel?

4.

David instructs Zadok the priest to take the ark of God back to
Jerusalem (2 Samuel 15:25). Is David giving up? Is it possible that this
signals that David’s trust is in God, rather than in the ark, to rescue
him?
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READ LUKE 22:39-46.
5.

While David is met by loyal friends, none of Jesus friends will remain
loyal. And while David’s suffers as a result of his own sin, Jesus suffers
preparing to take the punishment for ours. How does this make you
feel?

6.

Absalom’s grasping for the kingdom is often reflected in the
behaviour of leaders in our world, and even in our own lives, when
we grasp for control in ways that usurp God’s rule. Where are you
tempted to grasp for control, like Absalom?

7.

Jesus instructed his disciples to receive the kingdom of God like a
child (Mark 10:15). Where are you seeing God challenge you to receive
rather than grasp?

“In redemption we reconcile things to the way they were supposed to be.
We become dependent and give up our independent stance before God
and others. We give up trying to control things we cannot control and
yield to and trust God’s control. Also, we regain control of what we were
created to control in the first place, which is ourselves. We regain the fruit
of “self-control.” We give up the role of playing judge with ourselves and
others by giving up judgmentalism, condemnation, wrath, shaming,
and so on so that we are free to experience ourselves and others as we
really are. So, by not being God, we are free to be who we truly are and
allow others to be who they truly are as well. We stop redesigning life and
making new rules and instead live the life God designed us to live.”
How People Grow, Henry Cloud & John Townsend
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HEART/HANDS
8.

How are you going with your habits of the heart this week?
What’s been challenging?
What can you do to help them stick?
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PERSONAL PRAYER

PRAYER FOR OUR GROUP

PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVING FAMILY + FRIENDS

PRAYER FOR CROSS CULTURAL PARTNER

BIG IDEA

to war with his dad – very sad indeed! And
the consequences was death and more
sadness.

King David runs away from home, and
weeps for his own sin. King Jesus weeps,
before he took the punishment for our sin
to welcome us home.

We see Jesus weeping in the same place
David wept. Jesus wept because of the
cross – the consequence he had to face
because of the sad sin of us all. But unlike
David there is not a sad ending. Jesus
would triumph over death and sadness
for us all. Jesus is the true king worth
following.

ALL AGES ACTIVITY
David’s terrible sin has flowed down into
his own family. The sad story of David and
his son Absalom shows this.
Find this video on YouTube and watch it as
a family or growth group.

PRAYER IDEA

Bible Theater: 2 Samuel - Absalom Betrays
David by LifeKids

Get everyone to write down some sad
things in their life on a small piece of paper.

BIBLE PASSAGE

Get each person in your family or growth
group to thank Jesus for dying and rising
so that one day there will be no sadness
any more.

In the middle of this sad story, David runs
away from his son. As he does this we find
him crying on the Mount of Olives because
of the mess his family has become (2 Sam
15:30). The Mount of Olives is just outside
Jerusalem and is the same place that
many years later Jesus would weep as it
became time for him to die on a cross.

Finish by praying that you can all live with
Jesus as our true king.

Read about Jesus also weeping in Luke
22:39-44

DISCUSSION
Our families can be messy sometimes and
it is very sad. David’s family had very sad
stuff happen in it. David’s own son went
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8

THE RETURN
OF THE KING

REFLECTIONS FROM THIS PART OF 2 SAMUEL
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BEFORE YOU READ: HERE’S WHAT YOU MISSED FROM
2 SAMUEL 16-19.
David and Absalom’s men are preparing for war. This really is as bad as
it gets – Israel is now a nation on the brink of civil war and torn apart
because of David’s dysfunctional family. But as the pressure builds,
we see David stepping up once more, giving directions and leading his
troops. The battle begins and the fighting is fierce. It is the Israelites,
the supporters of Absalom, who fare the worst, with twenty thousand
men dying in battle. Absalom also comes to a grisly end – while riding in
the forest his hair gets caught in a tree. While he is hanging there, Joab
comes and spears him to death. When David hears the news that his son
is dead, he is heartbroken. But Joab chastises David for wallowing in
his grief and calls him to get back to the reality of being king. Now the
battle is over, David can finally return to Jerusalem once more as king.

READ 2 SAMUEL 19:9-30

HEAD/HEART
1.

What strikes you most from this story? What questions does it raise
for you?

2.

Now that the war between Absalom and David is over, David replaces
Joab with Amasa, who was the chief commander of the opposing
army! (2 Samuel 19:13) Since Amasa was David’s enemy in battle,
why would David do this?

3.

Shimei had previously called curses upon David. Now he is eager to
reconcile and appears remorseful (19:18-19). What provoked such a
change of heart? Do you think Shimei’s repentance is genuine?
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4.

David seems reluctant to kill Shimei, and even rebukes Abishai for his
desire to reach for the sword. What do you think is David’s motivation
to spare Shimei’s life? Is it out of mercy or self-interest, or something
else?

5.

How does David’s treatment of his enemies foreshadow Jesus and his
greater offer of forgiveness? What greater hope is there for us when
we beg mercy from Jesus? (For further reflection, refer to 1 Kings 2:5-6;
8-9 to see how David gets his vengeance on his enemies)

6.

“For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him
through the death of his Son, how much more, having been
reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!” (Romans 5:10). How
do you feel knowing that while we were treating God as an enemy, he
was treating us as his friends?

7.

Mephibosheth expresses great loyalty to David (verses 26-30).
[See also David’s earlier honouring of Mephibosheth, for Jonathan’s
sake. Though an “enemy”, he’s seated at the table and treated as
a son! (2 Samuel 9:7-11)] . How does his posture towards the king
model our posture towards our king, Jesus, the greater son of David?
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HEART/HANDS
8.

How are you going with your habits of the heart this week?
What’s been challenging?
What can you do to help them stick?
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PERSONAL PRAYER

PRAYER FOR OUR GROUP

PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVING FAMILY + FRIENDS

PRAYER FOR CROSS CULTURAL PARTNER

BIG IDEA

this for all of us, even when we are his
enemies. He died on the cross and came
back to life for us, even when we are his
enemies. The love and mercy of Jesus is
amazing, and we should try and show the
same love and mercy to our enemies.

King David’s love and mercy towards his
enemies points us to Jesus who loves
his enemies and offers forgiveness in his
mercy.

ALL AGES ACTIVITY

PRAYER IDEA

Find this video on YouTube and watch it as
a family or growth group.

Thank you Jesus for your love and mercy.
Thank you that even when we were your
enemies you died for us so we can join
your family. When people are mean to us
help us not to freak out. Instead help us
show the same love and mercy to them.
Help us invite them to get the best love
and mercy from you.

Greatest freak out ever (ORIGINAL VIDEO)
Have any of you ever freaked out like this
because of something someone did to
them?

BIBLE PASSAGE
After having a war with his son Absalom
David is back as the king. Back when he
was running away from Absalom a man
Shimei was very rude to David. He cursed
him. He threw stones at him. He showered
him with dirt (2 Samuel 16:5-14).

In Jesus name,
By the Holy Spirit,
Amen.

Now that David is back as king he has a
chance to freak out and get back at Shimei.
Have a look and see how David reacts as
you read 2 Samuel 19:15-23

DISCUSSION
David has the chance to rightfully kill his
enemy Shimei. Instead he shows him love
and mercy. Jesus is our perfect king who
will always show love and mercy. He does

58

9

THE SACRIFICING KING

REFLECTIONS FROM THIS PART OF 2 SAMUEL

59

BEFORE YOU READ: HERE IS WHAT YOU MISSED FROM
2 SAMUEL 21-23.
These final chapters record events that happened at numerous stages
of David’s kingship. But that doesn’t mean these chapters are random
pieces of information just thrown in at the end. These chapters bring
together key themes throughout 1 and 2 Samuel, and ironically show
us that as we come to the end of 2 Samuel, we are still waiting for God’s
true king.
In chapter 22, David’s song (Psalm 18), recalls the themes of falling
and rising, which Hannah spoke about at the beginning of 1 Samuel.
Hannah’s song anticipated the fall of Saul and the rise of David, and
David sings along to the same tune here: “You save the humble, but
your eyes are on the haughty to bring them low.” (2 Samuel 22:28).
Hearing these words, we can’t help but reflect how David’s own words
indict himself since the latter half of 2 Samuel is all about the decline of
David and his house, as prophesied by Nathan (2 Samuel 12:10).
Chapter 23 lists a number of David’s mighty men, but it’s the last name
on the list that speaks volumes: “…and Uriah the Hittite.” Uriah…the
one whom David had killed. All of this makes for a fairly gloomy end to
2 Samuel. The hope on display here at the end of the story is that God,
even when bringing judgment on sin, desires to show mercy.

READ 2 SAMUEL 24:1-25

HEAD/HEART
1.

What strikes you most from this story? What questions does it raise
for you?

2.

2 Samuel 24:1 raises questions about how God intervenes in human
affairs. Did God tempt David to do something evil? What is David’s
perspective about who was responsible (verse 10)?
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3.

How is God’s justice and mercy on display here? How do you feel
about it?

4.

David faces up to his failures as “shepherd” of God’s people, and even
asks God to take his own life in place of others! (verse 17). How would
you describe David’s character here at the end of 2 Samuel?

5.

As David makes a sacrifice to rescue his people from judgment, what
greater sacrifice are we looking forward to?

6.

Read John 3:17 and Romans 8:1. Do you believe this is true? Where
are you tempted to carry your own guilt instead of bringing it to God?

HEART/HANDS
7.

How are you going with your habits of the heart this week?
What’s been challenging?
What can you do to help them stick?
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PERSONAL PRAYER

PRAYER FOR OUR GROUP

PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVING FAMILY + FRIENDS

PRAYER FOR CROSS CULTURAL PARTNER

BIG IDEA

YouTube the video “Sacrifice & Atonement”
by The Bible Project for a deeper look at
sacrifice across the whole Bible story.

King David’s willingness to sacrifice to
rescue Israel prepares us for Jesus who
sacrifices himself to rescue his people.

ALL-AGES DISCUSSION:

BIBLE PASSAGE

David’s sin led to a great plague that was
only stopped when he offers a sacrifice.
The place that he bought to offer this
sacrifice ends up being where the temple
is built years later (2 Chronicles 3:1). So
in this very same place there would be
many, many sacrifices offered for the sin
of the people. This all causes us to think of
the greatest sacrifice that Jesus offered of
himself. The sacrifice to end all sacrifices of
his own body. Now our sin is paid for and
we can live for God knowing that we will
never have to sacrifice blood again to be a
part of God’s family.

We get to the end of 2 Samuel, and King
David again shows he isn’t perfect. He
decides to count all the fighting men in
Israel, but doesn’t make a sacrifice at the
same time like he is supposed to (Exodus
30:11-12). You can read about what David
did, and the really bad consequences that
happen as a result in 2 Samuel 24.
For younger kids you might want to
watch a video storytelling of it. Search on
YouTube for “David’s census and plague”
by 2 fish talks.

KIDS ACTIVITY

PRAYER IDEA

Share in your family or growth group about
a time where you got in trouble at school,
and what the consequence was.

Draw a cross together, and make sure you
draw some red blood on it.
As you look at this reminder of the sacrifice
of Jesus, get each person to pray and
thank God for the sacrifice Jesus made so
we don’t have to.

Now imagine that instead of you facing
the consequence, one of your friends said
they did the bad thing (even though they
didn’t), and took the consequence for you.
Their sacrifice saved you.

YOUTH ACTIVITY
We often hear about ‘sacrifice’ in the
Bible. And sometimes an even bigger
word ‘atonement’. But what is the deeper
meaning behind all this sacrificing? Find on
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In our series of 1 Samuel ‘Waiting for the True King’
we saw in Saul a king – the people’s king – who simply
mirrored the sin of the people and lead himself and
them into death.
In this series of 2 Samuel we see David rise to the
throne and we get a glimpse of a king who will bring
the rest, peace, joy and blessing the world is longing
for. Tragically, just like many before him, David takes
up the sword - using his power to control, manipulate,
and take for himself. Yet God still promises that a
descendant of David will come and fulfil all of these
grand promises, a forever-king whose loving rule will
bless all nations. As Jesus comes we meet this longpromised king.
Join us this series in getting to know the true king
Jesus and our hope is that you accept his invitation
into a new way of life under his loving rule – a life of
true rest, peace, joy and blessing.
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