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THIS IS LIVING

THIS IS LIVING
We don’t want to just ‘study’ God’s Word but to truly live it – it’s God’s Living Word 
after all. As we live our fast paced lives, many of us find it difficult to 'be still' – 
and really soak in God’s Word. With so many distractions, it is difficult to remind 
ourselves to draw near to God that we might really live with him.

There are many habits of discipleship that can help us dwell in the richness of 
our Heavenly Father and grow more like Jesus in how we live our daily lives. The 
Bible speaks of longing for God and experiencing joy in his presence. For many of 
us, these are completely foreign concepts. But connecting with our ever-present 
God, even in the midst of our busyness, is an integral part of  our active and living 
response to his love. 

The “This is Living” section is designed to help us focus on our relationship with our 
loving Heavenly Father, so that, through the power of His Spirit working in us, we 
can become more like His Son, experiencing his life in ours.

PREPARATION IS THE KEY

PREPARATION IS THE KEY….
Not the most palatable phrase we come across, but absolutely worth bearing in 
mind as we all move through the Series Companion this Term.

A couple of hints:-

1. Hear the Talk. The best way is sitting amidst your brothers and sisters on a 
Sunday, but for the weeks where that can’t happen-video via our website is great;

2. Read the passage again and think about the Big Idea. These are printed at the 
beginning of each week. Reading the Bible is always good, focusing in on the 
specific passage for discussion is helpful;

3. Pray that God will help you see and learn the matters that will mature your 
relationship with him;

4. Answer the questions for yourself before you come along to Growth Group;

5. Identify the questions that you would like to discuss;

6. If you’re leading the Growth Group discussion – select the questions that you 
definitely want to discuss as a group. There are more questions than a group can 
get through in an hour and a half (or so), so it’s vital to prioritise. Thinking about the 
people in the group and what they are facing is a good way to start to prioritise;

7. Prepare for the Heart/Hands questions. Some of them need some preparation 
and setting up beforehand will make the most of the new format.
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1. A FULFILMENT STORY

Luke writes to show us that Jesus fulfils every aspect of the Old 
Testament. His Gospel both starts and finishes  
on this note of fulfilment (Luke 1:1 & 24:44).

2. A FAITHFULNESS STORY

God’s faithful character is celebrated in Luke’s Gospel. The fulfilment 
of all God’s promises in Jesus shows his covenant faithfulness (Luke 
1:54-55, & 1:72-73).  

3. AN EYEWITNESS STORY

Luke has written his Gospel on the basis of eyewitness accounts. He 
tells the story of Jesus through the eyes  
of those who first saw it unfold (Luke 1:1-3). 

4. A PASTORAL STORY

Luke writes this eyewitness account for his friend Theophilus – for 
someone just like us – with a pastoral heart. He wants us to see that we 
can have certainty in the truth about Jesus (Luke 1:4).

5. A TWO-PART STORY

Luke is the Gospel writer who also gives us the story of the early church 
– the story of what Jesus did next through his Spirit. His fulfilment 
story is a living story as the gospel now spreads across the earth (Acts 
1:1-2, 1:8). 

1O THINGS YOU 
NEED TO KNOW 
ABOUT LUKE’S 
GOSPEL

10 THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT LUKE’S GOSPEL
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6. A TEMPLE STORY

Luke opens and closes his story in the temple in Jerusalem – and it’s 
never far out of view in between. He shows us that the great symbol of 
God’s presence is fulfilled by Jesus, who brings us home to God. Jesus 
is God in the flesh – a temple on two legs (Luke 1:8-10, 24:51-53, Acts 
2:46).

7. A JOURNEY STORY

Luke tells most of his story of Jesus as a travel narrative – Jesus is 
journeying to Jerusalem where he will build God’s eternal temple. 
Long ago, the prophet Malachi anticipated the structure of Luke’s 
Gospel – first a messenger (John the Baptist), then the Lord himself 
journeying to the temple in Jerusalem (Malachi 3:1,  
Luke 9:51). 

8. A GOSPEL STORY

Luke’s journey format serves to highlight where this journey 
culminates. All Jesus’ words and actions point towards the goal of 
his mission, building God’s eternal temple through his death and 
resurrection. Jesus predicts this twice as his journey begins (Luke 9:21-
27 and 9:43-45) and again as he arrives In Jerusalem  
(Luke 18:32-34). 

9. A STORY OF STORIES

Luke’s Gospel contains twenty-four parables – stories Jesus told. These 
stories simultaneously had the effect of bringing understanding to 
those who were truly listening, and judgment on those who weren’t. 
In the ‘Parable of the Tenants,’ Jesus speaks much more directly about 
both the salvation and judgment that is about to happen in Jerusalem 
(Luke 8:10, 20:17-19). 

10. YOUR STORY – YOUR WAY HOME 

Luke tells the story of the way home and invites us to be part of it – to 
make Jesus’ story, your story. Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem, a journey 
of a cross, followed by resurrection and home, is an invitation to join 
the way home. It seems the first designation of the early church was 
‘The Way’ – they were people on a journey – a journey home. Along the 
way, Luke shows us all sort of people, households, coming home to 
God through Jesus (Luke 9:23, Acts 24:14, Luke 19:9-10, Acts 2:46-47). 
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FIT FOR THE 
KINGDOM

ONE - FIT FOR THE KINGDOM

WHAT I TOOK AWAY FROM THE BIBLE TALK

WHAT I TOOK AWAY FROM GROW DAILY
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BIG IDEA

You will know real joy when you know God takes joy in you as you 
follow him. True joy isn’t grounded in performance and achievement, 
Jesus redirects their joy to relationship with God; this relationship 
also helps us follow Jesus through times we aren’t experiencing joy. 

READ LUKE 9:57 – LUKE 10:24

HEAD / HEART 
1. What did you like about this story? Is there anything that 

particularly struck you?

2. Jesus has ‘resolutely set out for Jerusalem’ (9:51), taking the 
road to his death on the cross. How does the attitude of his 
would-be followers in 9:57-62 compare with what Jesus called 
for?

3. How do Jesus’ instructions to the 70 (or 72) suggest a more 
dramatic response of discipleship?

READ NUMBERS 11:16-30 

(and keep in mind the responses of Luke 9:57-62 above). 

4. How does this background help us understand the significance 
of Jesus launching this mission?
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5. How might Moses’ words in Numbers 11:29, and this mission 
here in Luke 10, point ahead to the world-wide mission launched 
in Acts 1-2 (with the coming of the Spirit)?  

6. What reaction do these missionaries need to be prepared  
for (verses 10-11)? 

7. Why will judgement be so severe for those who reject  
the missionaries of Jesus (verses 12-16)?

8. How does Jesus refocus the disciples’ joy (verses 17-20)?  
What is the real victory and where will it come from?

HEART / HANDS
9. If you were being castaway on a desert island and you could 

take eight friends, who would you take? Will any of those people 
make it to heaven? What can you do this week to help them 
meet Jesus?



98

10. What gives you joy? How much time/money do you spend 
on what gives you joy? Watch https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=qvOhQTuD2e0

11. What do you think about what the video is suggesting?  
Does that ring true for you? How much time do you spend 
serving/how much money do you give to Jesus?

THIS IS LIVING
As we draw nearer to God, our relationship with Him will deepen, 
bringing us joy even in hard times. What does this look like? Read 
Psalm 73, pay special attention to verses 26-28. God offers us himself, 
to be our perspective-changer and to strengthen our hearts. The 
Psalmist delights not just in what God can do, but in the assurance of 
his presence. God himself is our ‘portion’. 

This way of talking about God may seem strange to us, but the Sons 
of Korah (the originals!) penned Psalm 42, expressing a deep longing 
for God. Pray that God will help us understand and experience this 
‘soul thirst’ for him. 
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PERSONAL PRAYER PRAYER FOR OUR GROUP

PRAYER FOR OUR 
CROSS CULTURAL 
CONNECT PARTNER

PRAYER FOR OUR 
UNBELIEVING FRIENDS + 
FAMILY



BIG IDEA

True and lasting joy is found when our 
name is written in heaven.

BIBLE PASSAGE

Luke 10:1-24  
(Key verses – Luke 10:17-21)

ALL AGES ACTIVITY

Take turns for each group member to 
tell about a time they had their name 
written on something special like a 
school award certificate or a sporting 
trophy. 

How did they feel when this happened? 
How did their family and friends feel?

DISCUSSION

We feel joy when hard work or 
achievements are recognised with our 
name on certificates or trophies but we 
need to be careful not to be distracted 
by recognition of achievements in this 
world. Jesus wants us to focus more 

on that fact that our names are written 
in heaven - the promise of our eternal 
life with Him in heaven. Awards and 
trophies won’t last forever and we can’t 
take them to heaven with us.

In the Bible passage, Jesus warned 
the disciples against rejoicing in their 
amazing achievement of demons 
submitting to them in His name. Jesus 
told the disciples to rejoice instead that 
their names were written in heaven. 

Jesus wants us to do the same and be 
joyful because of the promise that our 
names are also written in heaven – not 
because of anything we have done but 
by believing in Him as our Lord and 
Saviour.

PRAYER IDEA

Dear Lord, 

Thank you for the joy of achievements 
in this world, but help me to not be 
distracted by them. Thank you even 
more that my name is written in heaven 
because I believe in you as my Lord and 
Saviour. 

In Jesus name we pray. Amen
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LOVE YOUR 
NEIGHBOUR

TWO - LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOUR

WHAT I TOOK AWAY FROM THE BIBLE TALK

WHAT I TOOK AWAY FROM GROW DAILY
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BIG IDEA

Our hearts naturally love something ugly; taking pride in ourselves 
over others and justifying ourselves as heroes. But Jesus calls us 
to delight in what’s beautiful - his mercy to us and living as people 
who’ve been shown mercy. 

READ LUKE 10:25-37

HEAD / HEART
1. What did you like about this story? Is there anything that 

particularly struck you?

2. Look back for a moment to 10:21-24. How does this prepare 
us for how we should think about this “expert in the law”?

3. What do we learn in verse 25 about this man’s motive in  
asking his question?

4. Why do you think Jesus throws the question back to the man  
in verse 26?

5. What is the man’s confidence in  
(see Deuteronomy 6:5 & Leviticus 19:18)?
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6. What further do we learn about the motives of this expert in the 
law in verse 29? The man’s question and Jesus’ answer don’t quite 
match up! The man wants to know who his neighbour is: who to help. But 
Jesus doesn’t tell a story about a law expert helping a Samaritan (which 
would be shocking enough!). Instead, he tells a story about a Samaritan 
who helps a man needing life (see the original question in verse 25) and 
where the law expert doesn’t help at all! 

7. Looking down to verse 36, who in the story do you think the man 
(and you as you listen) is meant to identify with?

8. What is the significance of the priest (one who served in the 
temple) and the Levite (one who taught people the law) both 
passing by the half-dead man?

9. Salvation comes from an unexpected, despised source.  
How might this be a parable about Jesus’ ministry?

10. What are the implications in Jesus’ instructions to the man  
to “go and do likewise” (verse 37)?
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HEART / HANDS
Read through this article and/or watch the video

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2000704/Woman-shows-
incredible-mercy-sons-killer-moves-door.html

Watch this video  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o2BITY-3Mp4

11. Mary Johnson is a Christian, who showed great mercy in 
forgiving her son’s murderer. From this forgiveness came 
restoration and relationship. Can you imagine showing this type 
of Jesus motivated mercy? Take a minute or two to pray, asking 
God to show you how you can share the mercy he has shown you 
in Jesus.

12. Take a minute or two to meditate on Jesus’ merciful love for us 
at the cross. In this passage, Jesus tells a story where it is the 
“least likely person” mercifully helping the man in need. Do you 
feel ready to take opportunities to help people with needs who 
are not at all like you?  What is one thing you can do to take, or 
make, an opportunity this week? Remember the first step is the 
hardest and you don’t have to do it on your own – take a friend 
with you.

THIS IS LIVING
Sometimes when we consider God’s mercy, our minds and hearts 
get stuck on the thought that we are undeserving. This is (sadly) 
accurate, but so is the fact that those who trust in Jesus for their 
righteousness before God are now living in his love. We no longer 
fear his impending wrath. He is ‘for us’ (Romans 8:31). He is on our 
side. Consider what it means to be assured that we now ‘stand’ 
in a position of grace before God. We can remind ourselves, and 
each other, that we are at peace with him. (Romans 5:1-2) Having 
experienced this undeserved reversal of our standing before God, ask 
God that he will help us show mercy to others, and point them to his 
life-changing mercy.
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PERSONAL PRAYER PRAYER FOR OUR GROUP

PRAYER FOR OUR 
CROSS CULTURAL 
CONNECT PARTNER

PRAYER FOR OUR 
UNBELIEVING FRIENDS + 
FAMILY



BIG IDEA
Jesus helps us see we need his mercy 
because following rules can’t save us.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Luke 10:25-37

ALL AGES ACTIVITY
Read the bible reading above then act it 
out as follows:

• Narrator: An expert in the law was 
trying to trick Jesus and asked him how 
to get eternal life. He knew the law and 
answered Jesus correctly that the law 
says, “Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your strength and with all your 
mind”; and, “Love your neighbour as 
yourself.” Jesus said “Do this and you 
will live”. The expert of the law tried 
again asking, ‘Who is my neighbour?”- 
Jesus then told this parable.

• Get the actors to act out the parable 
(the Narrator can read verses Luke 30-
35 if required). Have the traveller on the 
road lying unconscious and the Priest 
and Levite pass him by. Then have the 
despised Samaritan stop and bandage 
him up and take him to an Inn paying 
a large sum of money to care for him, 
with offers of more if needed.

• Narrator: After telling the parable, Jesus 
then asked the expert who the man’s 
neighbour was and he answered, ‘The 
one who had mercy on him.’

DISCUSSION
Think about the traveller:  Was the 
traveller able to save himself? Was the 
traveller saved by those who knew 
the scriptures and the law? Was the 
traveller saved by a despised person 
who showed incredible mercy?

The story of the Good Samaritan is 
not just about a man who does a good 
deed. The story was also explaining the 
Kingdom of God and salvation to the 
expert of the law. The expert thinks he 
will inherit eternal life if he can just ‘DO’ 
something and keep the law.  But Jesus 
tells a story of a man who needs saving 
and the law doesn’t help. Help actually 
comes from someone most people 
hated. This hated person showed 
incredible mercy. The expert needed 
to realise, just as we do that, there is 
nothing he could do to deserve the 
incredible mercy available to him. It is 
when we realise that we have received 
God’s mercy and follow Jesus that we 
can show his mercy to others too.

PRAYER IDEA
Dear Lord. Thank you for being a 
neighbour to us. Thank you that you 
showed us incredible love and mercy by 
dying on the cross for us so that we can 
have eternal life. Help us to accept that 
mercy and to show it to others. 

In Jesus name, and by the Holy Spirit. 
Amen
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WHEN YOU 
PRAY 

THREE - WHEN YOU PRAY

WHAT I TOOK AWAY FROM THE BIBLE TALK

WHAT I TOOK AWAY FROM GROW DAILY
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BIG IDEA

The prayer Jesus teaches the disciples is both an answer to the hopes of the 
prophets and a looking ahead to what is coming in his ministry … forgiveness of 
sins and the pouring out of the Spirit. We’ve all had different experiences of human 
fathers, but Jesus is inviting us to call the God of all the universe Father who loves 
us so much he sent his son to bring us home and to pour his Spirit into our hearts.

READ LUKE 10:38-42 

HEAD / HEART
1. What did you like about this story? Is there anything that particularly struck 

you? In our previous passage, an expert of the law was told by Jesus that the key to 
gaining eternal life isn’t about doing, but about realising your need for Jesus, the life-giver. 

2. What does Mary do, and how does Jesus commend her?

3. What does Martha do, and how does Jesus correct her?

READ LUKE 11:1-13

4. There is a new way of listening to God (through Jesus).  
So why might the disciples now ask a question about prayer?

5. What is Jesus saying by inviting the disciples to call God ‘Father‘ (see Hosea 
11:1)?
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6. The word for word translation of verse 3 is “give us the bread of 
tomorrow today.” How does verse 13 expand on the great feeding 
that Jesus is telling the disciples to ask for?

7. How does the restoration of God’s name, forgiveness and  
the coming of the Spirit fulfil the hopes of the Old Testament  
prophets (see Ezekiel 36:22-26)?

8. Why will the disciples need to be careful not to be led into 
temptation? What happened with God’s ‘son’ Israel when 
tempted? (see also Luke 4:1-13)

9. The man in the parable in verse 5-8 acts because of shame. How 
does this compare with the LORD’s attitude in sending the Spirit 
(see Ezekiel 36:22-23)?

HEART / HANDS
10. Create a word cloud of how you feel when you are known and 

loved. How do you feel when you consider that you are known and 
loved by God – Father, Son & Spirit, (when you trust Jesus as your 
Saviour)? What might you do to help your friends and family be 
known and loved by God? 
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11. What do we let get in the way of our prayer life? List three 
excuses that you tell yourself about your prayer life. How do you 
feel about being accountable to another member of the group as 
you build your habit of prayer? 

THIS IS LIVING
Sometimes we worry that our status as God’s children is ‘to be 
confirmed.’ Other relationships may have left a ‘script’ in our minds 
and hearts, which erodes our sense of security with our Heavenly 
Father. In John 5:24, Jesus states very clearly that when we trust in 
him for our right standing before God, we have moved ‘from death 
to life.’ The verdict is in and we have been released to live “fully.” 
(John 10.10) Paul says that the Holy Spirit is God’s official ‘seal’, or 
guarantee, of our new standing with God. (2 Corinthans 1:22) This 
all sounds very ‘legal’ whilst signalling our transition into grace. 
Meditating on this reality can make our inner scripts more Scriptural. 
Secure children of God (who feel safe in their Father’s love) can move 
out into the world with confidence, to live and to serve. Ask God to 
help our hearts ‘know’ the certainty of his love.

BUILDING THE HABIT OF PRAYER
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/5-keys-for-making-prayer-
a-habit.html

https://www.kathrynshirey.com/5-steps-to-develop-a-habit-of-
prayer/  (this one is practical)

https://www.lifeway.com/en/articles/practice-consistent-prayer-life
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PERSONAL PRAYER PRAYER FOR OUR GROUP

PRAYER FOR OUR 
CROSS CULTURAL 
CONNECT PARTNER

PRAYER FOR OUR 
UNBELIEVING FRIENDS + 
FAMILY



BIG IDEA

Jesus says we can have the same 
relationship with God the Father that 
he has.

BIBLE PASSAGE

Read Luke 11:1-13

ALL AGES ACTIVITY

Write out on a large bit of paper the 
Lord’s prayer (v.2-4):

Father,

May your name be honoured.

May your kingdom come.

Give us each day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,

As we also forgive everyone who sins 
against us.

Keep us from falling into sin when we 
are tempted.

Get members of your family or growth 
group to write next to each line how 
Jesus fulfils this prayer at with his 
death, resurrection and sending the 
Holy Spirit.

DISCUSSION

It is amazing that we can call the God of 
the universe our Dad. He loves and look 
after us. And all this is possible because 
he sent his son Jesus to die, rise to life, 
and send the Holy Spirit. We have been 
forgiven, and now we can look forward 
to spending forever with our heavenly 
Dad. And in the mean time we have the 
Holy Spirit to help us to forgive others 
and resist the temptations that would 
turn us away from our heavenly Dad.

PRAYER IDEA

Take it turns as a family or growth group 
to go line by line through the Lord’s 
prayer, and thank your heavenly Dad 
for how what Jesus did is the answer to 
that line.
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THE KINGDOM 
HAS COME

FOUR - THE KINGDOM HAS COME

WHAT I TOOK AWAY FROM THE BIBLE TALK

WHAT I TOOK AWAY FROM GROW DAILY
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BIG IDEA

Jesus’ ministry is bringing in God’s Kingdom by plundering Satan’s 
household. So to reject his ministry is to reject the salvation of God.

READ LUKE 11:14-28

HEAD / HEART
1. What did you like about this story? Is there anything that 

particularly struck you?

2. After Jesus drives out the demon, some people are amazed 
but some are critical (verses 14-16). What are the two critical 
responses? 
(i) (ii) 

3. How does Jesus fend off the first critical response – turning  
their accusation back on them (verses 17-18)?

4. What is significant about Jesus’ choice of words in verse 20  
(see Luke 11:2, Exodus 8:19)?How does Jesus describe his 
mission with regard to Satan  
(see Luke 4:1-13; 10:17-21)?
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5. What warning does Jesus give those who dismiss his ministry 
(verses 23-26)?

6. What positive response is Jesus looking for instead  
(verse 28… remember also Luke 6:46-49)? 

READ LUKE 11:29-32

7. The other critical response was demanding a sign (verse 16). What 
is the only sign Jesus says he will give them?  
What does he mean?

8. What is at the heart of the wickedness of the generation Jesus 
spoke to (verses 31-32)?

READ LUKE 11:33-36

9. How is this an encouragement to have a right assessment  
of what Jesus is doing?
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HEART / HANDS

10. How do you spend your time? List out the activities you 
undertake each day – for a whole week. Are they building up 
your life or God’s Kingdom?  Work through your list and make a 
plan by grouping the tasks into (Do more/Rethink/Delete/Teach 
someone else how to do this too).

11. Kingdoms always have a monarch. Jesus brings in God’s 
Kingdom. Is Jesus Lord of your life? What percentage of your 
life is given over to Jesus?  What might you do to increase this 
percentage?

THIS IS LIVING
Ephesians 2:8-10 tells us that we have been saved by grace—for a 
purpose. God has things for us to do, and He especially has plans 
for who we are to be, so that we are ready to serve Him. He seeks 
nothing short of our transformation and renewal (see also Romans 
12:1-2). His Word and Spirit bring us into a clearer understanding of 
God’s will for us. We are to become more like Jesus in our character, 
thinking and actions (Romans 8.29, 2 Corinthians 3.17-18). Where do 
we start? Create new habits, with God’s help. Read Galatians 5:22-25 
and ask that God will grow this fruit of spiritual transformation in you 
– perhaps consider this increasing glory of Christ-likeness as you turn 
on a light!
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PERSONAL PRAYER PRAYER FOR OUR GROUP

PRAYER FOR OUR 
CROSS CULTURAL 
CONNECT PARTNER

PRAYER FOR OUR 
UNBELIEVING FRIENDS + 
FAMILY



BIG IDEA

See Jesus is more powerful than anyone 
else and pick His side.

BIBLE PASSAGE

Luke 11:14-23 

YOU WILL NEED

A thick rope (long enough to use for tug 
of war with your group)

ALL AGES ACTIVITY

Form 2 evenly matched tug of war 
teams with your family or growth group 
members. See which team wins a best 
of 3 tug of war contest. If the teams 
were evenly matched, it shouldn’t have 
been easy for one team to win. 

Change the teams so that one team 
now has much stronger people than the 
other team. See which team wins a best 
of 3 tug of war contest now. 

How did the people on the winning 
team feel? How did the people on the 
losing team feel? Which team would you 
prefer to be on – the weaker or stronger 
team?

DISCUSSION

Every day we are in a spiritual battle 
against Satan and sometimes we can 
feel overpowered – a bit like the people 
on the losing tug of war team. We 
might not feel strong enough to fight 
Satan all the time but Jesus is stronger 
than us and much more powerful than 
Satan. We don’t need to be strong 
because Jesus is strong for us and can 
overpower Satan easily. We need to pick 
Jesus’ side and ask Him to fight for us in 
our spiritual battles.

PRAYER IDEA

Dear Lord, 

Thank you that you are so much 
stronger and more powerful than Satan. 
Help me to not rely on my own strength 
but to pick Jesus’ side and ask for your 
help with my spiritual battles. 

In Jesus name, and by the Holy Spirit 
we pray, Amen
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AGAINST 
HYPOCRISY
WHAT I TOOK AWAY FROM THE BIBLE TALK

WHAT I TOOK AWAY FROM GROW DAILY

FIVE - AGAINST HYPOCRISY
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BIG IDEA

The religious leaders were hypocrites, not honouring God in their 
hearts: so they reject Jesus like all God’s prophets were rejected. But we 
must only care about what God thinks … and follow Jesus, the leader 
who shows the way. We’re all hypocritical from time to time – maybe 
more than we care to admit. How do you feel about the fact that God 
sees all your hypocrisy? 

READ LUKE 11:37-54

HEAD / HEART
1. What did you like about this story? Is there anything that 

particularly struck you?

2. What situation sets up this confrontation between Jesus and  
the religious leaders (verses 37-38)?

3. What is Jesus’ starting point in his criticism of the Pharisees (verses 
39-41) and what else does he criticise them for  
(verses 42-44)? Why?

4. For people into ritual purity like the Pharisees, a comparison to 
graves would be pretty offensive! What is Jesus saying about the 
Pharisees’ ministry?

5. The experts in the law take offence too (verse 45). What is Jesus’ 
starting point in his criticism of them (verse 46) and what else does 
he criticise them for (verses 47-52)? Why?
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6. What do verses 53-54 (along with the reference to prophets killed 
in the past) remind us about the nature of Jesus’ ministry and 
where his story is heading?

READ LUKE 12:1-12

7. Who are the warnings here directed to (verse 1)?  
Why do they also need to be warned?

8. In the growing hostility with the Pharisees and law experts,  
what do Jesus’ disciples have to realise (verses 2-4)?

9. Who should the disciples fear and who should they not fear (verses 
4-7)? How will this apply to their future ministry  
(verses 8-12)? 

10. What is the sin Jesus warns against in verse 10?
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HEART / HANDS
11. Sometimes we make decisions without thinking about our 

motivations.  Read through all the questions and identify one or 
two that make you stop and think.  Answer those.  
Do you care what other people think? How often do you make 
a decision because someone will be disappointed? How often 
do you make a decision based on someone being impressed 
with what you are doing? How often do you delay making plans 
until you know if a particular person is going? How good are you 
explaining to someone you love that you have made a choice 
they won’t like? How many times has your answer to these 
questions centred in Jesus?

12. How do you decide what you should do over the weekend?  
Write down five activities that you would include in a perfect 
weekend. Number these activities 1 – 5 (1 = first activity added to 
the diary through to 5 = last activity added to the diary). How do 
the activities and the priorities reflect God’s word?

THIS IS LIVING
We want to be authentic disciples of Jesus, not hypocrites. We have 
work to do – not work that saves (as Jesus has completed that) but 
work that sanctifies. God desires our transformation, and he knows 
we can’t change without his help. He is compassionate towards us 
in our frailty (Psalm 103:11-13). He wants us to seek his help to live 
truthfully, like David in Psalm 51: 6-10. Though we are still sinful, the 
Spirit of God increases our desire to be ‘children of God without fault’ 
(Philippians 2:15- 16) so we can ‘hold out the word of life.’ With his 
help, we continue to ‘clean the inside of the cup’ so that we can live 
lives of love and mercy, in his constant presence (Micah 6:8). Thank 
God over the day for this wonderful calling. Ask that He would work 
in you so you can live a life that reflects the character of our Saviour.
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PERSONAL PRAYER PRAYER FOR OUR GROUP

PRAYER FOR OUR 
CROSS CULTURAL 
CONNECT PARTNER

PRAYER FOR OUR 
UNBELIEVING FRIENDS + 
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BIG IDEA
The religious leaders lived lives that 
looked good, but they didn’t really love 
God. Jesus shows the way to really live 
for God.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Luke 11:37-41 and Luke 12:1-7 

ALL AGES ACTIVITY
Look up “messy room frantic kid gif” in 
an internet browser.

Look at the gif showing a teenager 
hiding his messy room behind a curtain 
to make it look perfect.

DISCUSSION
We often pretend things are better than 
they are.

In your family or growth group think of 
times when you may cover up the truth 
to look good, for example:

• Hiding the mess before guests arrive.
• Describing a fabulous holiday when in 

reality, you argued most of the time.
• Posting happy, exciting photos on 

social media even though you get sad 
and lonely at times.

• Showing your mum, a clean room 
with all the mess hidden under the 
bed or in the cupboard.

• Letting your parents think you are a 
hard-working student when you are 
playing computer games.

In the passages above Jesus was talking 
about some serious pretending the 
pharisees were doing – the word for 
this is hypocrisy. They were pretending 
to love God and follow his ways. They 
looked impressive, they knew the 
scriptures and the laws and attended 
the temple regularly, but Jesus was able 
to see everything in their hearts and 
know they did not love God or live out 
His ways. Jesus tells us to guard against 
hypocrisy – there is nothing we can hide 
from Him anyway. We need God’s love 
to shape all that we do, we don’t need 
to impress others. 

PRAYER IDEA

Dear Lord. Thank you for this family/
group. Please be with us and help us not 
to be hypocrites in our faith. Please help 
us live lives following your way. Please 
help us start right here in this group 
by sharing ourselves more deeply and 
truthfully with each other. 

In Jesus name and by the Holy Spirit,

Amen
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WHERE YOUR 
TREASURE IS

SIX - WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS

WHAT I TOOK AWAY FROM THE BIBLE TALK

WHAT I TOOK AWAY FROM GROW DAILY
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BIG IDEA

Jesus calls us to have kingdom priorities, valuing eternal life above 
all. This will cause us to turn from greed to generosity. We become 
what we love. The temptation to long after money, control and 
power is great. But Jesus reminds us this life is temporary, and calls 
us to long for an eternal reward. God cares for us and will see us 
through in this life. Worry is not the source of life, Jesus is. 

READ LUKE 12:13-21

HEAD / HEART
1. What did you like about this story? Is there anything that 

particularly struck you?

2. What role is Jesus rejecting in verses 13-14 (see Exodus 2:11-14)? 
Why?

3. What bigger picture is he calling people to focus on (verse 15)? 
How does the parable in verses 16-21) expand on this point?

4. Would the person in the parable be considered wise or foolish  
by the world?
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5. What did the man think his riches provided him with?  
What did he leave out of his calculations? 

6. What does Jesus mean by calling people to be “rich towards 
God” (verse 21)?  

7. Was the farmer wrong in having a good crop?  
How could he have avoided the sin of greed?

READ LUKE 12:22-34

8. What is the real life context for Jesus’ instructions to his disciples 
not to worry (see 11:53-54; 12:11-12)? Why do they need to hear 
these words?

9. Rather than food and clothing, what do the disciples need to set 
their hearts on? How do verses 32-34 present an alternative to 
the rich fool in the parable?
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10. If the original questioner in verse 13 understood what Jesus’ 
mission was really about, what might he do with his brother and 
his property?

HEART / HANDS
11. If your family & friends were putting together the slide show for 

your funeral, what would be included? Would people’s photos 
appear and would they have memories of the time and love 
you invested in them? Would there be photos of your friends 
& families sharing meals together? Would there be photos of 
people who now love Jesus because of your love for them?

12. Watch https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=slyevQ1LW7A 
What comes to your mind when you hear the phrase “radical 
generosity”? What is stopping you from being radically 
generous? What might you have to do to be radically generous? 
Pray/Find a need/Set aside some money/Change your schedule/
Get a Team together/Do it 

THIS IS LIVING
Our predicament was that we were disconnected from God, the 
source of life and of hope (Deuteronomy 30:19-20, Colossians 
3:4, Ephesians 2:12-13, John 5:26). Because of Jesus, we are now 
reconciled to, or re-connected with, God (Colossians 1:20, Romans 
5:10). Life lived closely with him is our reward, and it starts now; we 
no longer have to live in fear of judgment, but we can be confident in 
God’s loving intent, and show love to one another (1John 3:14, 4:18). 
Consider what it means to be walking through life with the one who 
gives us life and who is our life, together.
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PERSONAL PRAYER PRAYER FOR OUR GROUP

PRAYER FOR OUR 
CROSS CULTURAL 
CONNECT PARTNER

PRAYER FOR OUR 
UNBELIEVING FRIENDS + 
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BIG IDEA

Jesus wants us to trust him more than 
anything else.  This will cause us to be 
generous not greedy.

BIBLE PASSAGE

Read Luke 12:13-21

ALL AGES ACTIVITY

Look at some junk mail, or some ads 
on social media.  Some advertising is 
getting very specific and clever – even 
trying to sell you t-shirts that seem like 
they are made just for you.  Pick out 
some items that you may treasure – a 
new phone?  A holiday? Some new 
clothes? A new toy?

Look up the video on YouTube “parable 
of the rich fool max7” and watch it.

DISCUSSION

The rich farmer tried to build more and 
more room to store all of his stuff. Little 
did he know that he would soon die. 

We often try to get more and more stuff. 
Nearly all of the time, after saving and 
wishing and planning for the stuff, it 
doesn’t seem as good as you thought. 
So your mind turns to how you can get 
more stuff. This is what advertisers like. 
They know you are not happy with the 
stuff you have, and want to buy more. 
It’s a terrible cycle to be trapped in.

Jesus warns the rich farmer against 
focusing on getting stuff. It is a warning 
for us too. A person’s life is not measure 
by how much stuff they have.

Jesus tells us to treasure what is in 
heaven instead. To be rich toward 
God. This way we are not trapped into 
thinking we need more stuff to be 
happy.

PRAYER IDEA

Dear God, we are sorry for all the times 
we think about getting more stuff, 
instead of getting stuff right with you. 
Help us focus on putting our treasures 
in heaven, and to be generous with 
what we have.
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BE READY

SEVEN - BE READY

WHAT I TOOK AWAY FROM THE BIBLE TALK

WHAT I TOOK AWAY FROM GROW DAILY
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BIG IDEA

Jesus’ first coming was the long awaited visitation of God to his 
people. His ministry creates a dividing line between those who 
recognise him as God’s messiah and those who don’t. People live 
as if there’s no accountability and that they’ll never have to answer 
to God. But it’s real. Jesus is judge and judged. Take it to heart that 
there really is a great dividing line down the middle of humanity 
between those accepting Jesus’ death and escaping judgement, and 
those rejecting it and bringing judgement on themselves.

READ LUKE 12:35-40

HEAD / HEART
1. What did you like about this story? Is there anything that 

particularly struck you? We may tend, at first glance, to think of the 
second coming. Certainly Paul later picks up this ‘thief in the night’ idea 
and applies it to that event (1 Thessalonians 5:2). But in the first instance, 
this passage seems to apply to Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem and the events 
that will take place there. Jesus is about to appear to God’s people at 
their capital, but how will they receive him? 

2. What response to his arrival in Jerusalem is Jesus calling for? 

READ MALACHI 3:1. 

3. How is this a description of Jesus’ ministry? 



44

4. Look ahead to Luke 13:31-35 & 19:41-44. What has Israel failed to 
recognise about Jesus?

READ LUKE 12:41-48

5. What is Jesus saying will happen? 

6. Who are Jesus’ warnings directed to (see also Luke 20:45-47)? 

READ LUKE 12:49-53

7. What does Jesus expect to be the result of his ministry?

READ MICAH 7:1-7. 

8. How does verse 7 emphasise the need for watchfulness among 
the disciples?

READ LUKE 12:54-59

9. What is Jesus’ rebuke in these verses? What is ominous about 
the law court language? 
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HEART / HANDS
10. What sort of watchfulness should mark our lives as followers of 

Jesus (and how might this help combat greed – previous study)?

11. Have you ever imagined what it will be like to arrive in heaven? 
There will be smiles of recognition when we approach, then 
there will be deep sadness as the darkness of our lives are 
recalled. Now imagine what you will say when you look into 
Jesus’ face and he asks you “why should I let you into heaven/
why should your eternity be with God?” 

12. Do you dwell on your failings? Do you constantly cringe at the 
things you’ve got wrong? The things you should have done but 
avoided? How does this effect your life now?  What might you 
do to stop dwelling on the failings, instead living now in the 
freedom of salvation in Jesus?

THIS IS LIVING
Those who are secure in the Father’s love, draw others into a 
relationship with our Heavenly Father.  The biggest event in anyone’s 
life is when a lost, hopeless person steps into the love of the Father, 
through Christ – taking hold of eternal life then and there, and living 
it. Read Hebrews 10:19-22, and remind yourself that Jesus has made 
a way for you and draw near to him with confidence.
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PRAYER FOR OUR 
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PRAYER FOR OUR 
UNBELIEVING FRIENDS + 
FAMILY



BIG IDEA

Jesus tells some stories that show the 
big moment in God’s plan is about to 
happen at the cross.

PREPARATION

You need some good stuff to hand 
out: e.g. lollies, extra time up before 
bedtime, extra screen time, trip to the 
park, dessert.

You need some bad stuff to hand out 
e.g. potato skins, weeding jobs, cleaning 
the toilet, half an hour early to bed, 
writing an essay about maggots

You need something to divide the room 
e.g. masking tape, rope, string

ALL AGES ACTIVITY

Divide your family or growth group into 
two groups. 

Stand one group on each side of the 
dividing line you have made.

Give one side all of the good stuff you 
have prepared.

Give the other side all of the bad stuff 
you have prepared.

Endure the complaints.

Then get everyone to choose sides 
again. Everyone can be on the same 
side this time if they want. Will they 
choose the side with the good stuff?

BIBLE PASSAGE

Luke 12:49-53

DISCUSSION

In this passage Jesus talks about people 
& even families being divided. Jesus has 
a place for us in heaven, where we can 
choose all of the good things Jesus has 
to offer. But some people do not choose 
Jesus. Even some members of your 
families may not choose Jesus. 

Everyone have a chance to choose 
Jesus or not. What will you choose?

PRAYER IDEA

Thank you God that you give us so many 
good things. 

Help us to choose Jesus, and help 
others see how good it is to choose 
Jesus.

In Jesus name, Amen.
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BIG IDEA

At the heart of Jesus’ ministry was a call to repent or die. Following 
Jesus doesn’t give you a hard heart to the plight of people around 
you. Receiving his nurturing love gives you the security and strength 
to long for what Jesus longs for.

READ LUKE 13:1-5

HEAD / HEART
1. What terrible event do some people want Jesus, as a Galilean, to 

comment on (verse 1)? Why?

2. Jesus turns the tables on his questioners to focus their attention 
on Jerusalem and their response to his ministry. What is the 
heart of his warning?

READ LUKE 13:6-9

3. The leadership of Israel is represented by the unfruitful fig tree 
(see Micah 7:1-7 again, especially verse 1). What does this tell us 
about Jesus’ ministry? What is the heart of his warning?

READ LUKE 13:10-17

4. What was appropriate about Jesus healing the woman on the 
Sabbath (see Leviticus 25:8-55)?
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5. How was the synagogue ruler a hypocrite according to Jesus (and 
how is his attitude the opposite of God’s, e.g. in 12:24)?

6. Jesus humiliates Israel’s leaders (verse 17). How does this relate to 
the parable of the fig tree?

READ LUKE 13:18-21

7. How do these images help convey that the Kingdom of God is 
surprising in how it works?

READ LUKE 13:22-30

8. The question in verse 23 has really already been answered in the 
mini-parables above! What is the clear answer given in verse 29?

9. What warning, however, does Jesus give (verses 24-27)? What, 
then, is ominous about verses 28-30?

READ LUKE 13:31-35

10. Why does Jesus think he will die in Jerusalem – and what is his 
attitude to this destiny?
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HEART / HANDS
11. We often feel like we need to protect our time, our life, ourselves. 

Why do you think you might feel this need to protect yourself? 
What might be behind this fear? How might we live generously, 
live like Jesus, giving our whole selves? What might we miss out 
on when we live self-protected lives? 

12. Listen to the reflections of someone from our church and their 
experience of giving themselves:“I tried to avoid getting involved 
too much because it was uncomfortable for me, but I saw a place 
in supporting the people who were at the front line helping. I could 
provide a friendly ear to debrief to, a friend to share a cup of tea, 
someone to support the supporter. Because it was comfortable. 
But as I got involved at this level, I slowly got drawn into a deeper 
level. In my discomfort, I was challenged to rely on God more. But 
in seeing the love and support of so many people, I was able to 
know God and see him at work;  it’s been a profound privilege to 
be used by God to love someone in this way...”  
What do you think?  What do you feel?  What might you do?

THIS IS LIVING
“Following Jesus doesn’t give you a hard heart to the plight of people 
around you. Receiving his nurturing love gives you the security and 
strength to long for what Jesus longs for”. This is part of what we 
mean by discipleship. A disciple of Jesus practises the presence of 
God so that their desires and priorities are realigned to his. Read 
John 15:4 and think about what it means to “remain in the vine”.
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BIG IDEA

Jesus warns people to turn to him 
before it is too late.

BIBLE PASSAGE

Luke 13:22-30

ALL AGES ACTIVITY

Setup a doorway in your house to 
make it very narrow and hard to get 
through. You could stack up a bunch of 
mattresses or couch cushions that allow 
just one person to squeeze through at 
a time.

Then depending on the number of 
people in your family or growth group 
set a challenging time limit (maybe 30 
seconds) for everyone to try and get 
through the ‘narrow door”.

Ready, set, go!

DISCUSSION

How hard was it to get through the 
narrow door that you created in your 
house?

In the passage Jesus gets a question 
“are only a few people going to be 
saved”. Then he starts talking about 
trying very hard to enter through the 
narrow door because soon the owner of 
the house is going to close to door and 
no one else will get in.

We need to understand that Jesus is 
the narrow door. He is the way into 
God’s house and God’s family. We 
need to make every effort to come to a 
relationship with Jesus before it is too 
late. And we need to invite many others 
to come to God through the narrow 
door that is Jesus before it is too late for 
them.

PRAYER IDEA

Dear Heavenly Father. 

Thank you for Jesus. Thank you that he 
is the narrow door through which we 
can be part of your household and your 
family. Help us to always come to Jesus 
as the way into a loving relationship 
with you. And help us invite others to 
enter your household through Jesus 
before it is too late for them.

In Jesus name and by the Holy Spirit, 
Amen
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BIG IDEA

Jesus is bringing in God’s Kingdom – what the Sabbath and Jubilee 
pointed to. Radical action is needed in responding to Jesus invitation 
to be part of this new beginning. Following Jesus isn’t just trusting 
him as Saviour. You’ll only experience true joy when you completely 
surrender your heart to Jesus as Lord and King. Disciples are called 
to give up everything, to count the cost, to carry our cross – to die to 
our flesh and come alive to the new life he’s calling us into.

READ LUKE 14:1-14 

HEAD / HEART
1. What did you like about this story? Is there anything that 

particularly struck you?

2. Why do you think Jesus was being carefully watched (verse 1)?

3. Why did Jesus ask the Pharisees and law experts if it was lawful 
to heal on the Sabbath?

4. What, once again, is appropriate about Jesus healing on the 
Sabbath (see Leviticus 25:8-55)?
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5. From Leviticus 25 regarding the Year of Jubilee—the Sabbath of 
Sabbaths—who were the people who would benefit most from 
the Jubilee: the rich and powerful or the poor and weak? How 
might this distinction explain the rest of Jesus’ teaching in this 
section (verses 7-14)?

READ LUKE 14:15-24

6. How does this parable sum up Jesus’ ministry?

7. What excuses are people making? What does this reveal about 
them? 

8. How does the parable fit the pattern that Jesus announces in 
Luke’s second volume, Acts 1:8 – “But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria and to the ends of 
the earth” (see also Luke 13:28-30)? 

READ LUKE 14:25-35

9. What seven things must a disciple of Jesus hate – and what is 
surprising about the last item Jesus mentions? How does it put 
the others in context?

10. Is Jesus really calling us to hate people? If not, what is he saying?
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11. What does Jesus mean by his call in verse 27? How do the two 
mini parables (verses 28-32) explain this (noting the summary in 
verse 33)?

HEART / HANDS
12. Watch this video: https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=cKUvKE3bQlY 
In this story, we see George Costanza, the character from the 90s 
TV show Seinfeld, take on opposite day. George seeks to solve 
many of his problems by doing the exact opposite to his normal 
inclination. As far as the story goes it seems to work. We’re not 
supposed to be George, but he does propose an interesting idea, 
that a change in direction, a change in thinking can yield some 
outstanding results. When we become disciples of Jesus our 
normal inclinations are turned around (not made up in our head 
like George) but oriented to following Jesus, imitating Jesus, 
becoming like Jesus. Have you had that experience? What might 
you do to turn away from self and towards Jesus consistently, 
throughout the day?

THIS IS LIVING
Following Jesus isn’t just about trusting him as Saviour.  It includes 
allowing the Holy Spirit to change us from the inside in a way that 
transforms the way we live and relate. Disciples are called to give 
up everything, to count the cost, to carry our cross. Being a disciple 
involves discipline. This can sound a bit like following laws to please 
God, but that’s not the place we are in. Now that we are saved, living 
in grace, we are freed to grow in Christ. This is a team project. It 
requires our willingness and commitment, to allow the Holy Spirit 
to create this desire for growth and to help us to change. It also 
involves  our fellow believers encouraging, supporting, teaching 
and modelling Christ to us. We need this support and safety, as 
discipline includes learning hard lessons. Paul weighs up the cost of 
discipleship and concludes that even if he had nothing, he possessed 
everything. Pray through Philippians 3:7-4:1 for yourself.
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BIG IDEA
Jesus says his kingdom is like a fantastic 
party to which he invites anyone who 
will come.

BIBLE PASSAGE
Luke 13:1-35 

ALL AGES ACTIVITY
As a family or growth group brainstorm 
what the greatest party ever might be 
like.  Discuss someone you would all 
like to receive an invitation from.  Have 
kids discuss where the party would 
be thrown, the activities and kind of 
food that would be there.  Once you’ve 
planned what you think would be the 
perfect party, how many of you would 
call the person who invited you and tell 
them you will come to their party?  If we 
really could go to this party it would be 
exciting wouldn’t it?

DISCUSSION
READ LUKE 14:1
Who were the Pharisees? Pharisees 
were the religious leaders of Jesus’ 
time.  They tried to obey all God’s laws 
to please Him.  The Pharisees became 
so obsessed with laws that they’d 
forgotten that the thing God wanted 
most from them was for them to love 
Him and be friends with Him.  They 
didn’t see God’s promised savior right 
in front of their own eyes.  So Jesus told 
them another story.

READ LUKE 14:15-23
In lots of Jesus stories the people he 
was telling them to would often be 
represented in the story.  Since Jesus 
was telling this story to the Pharisees, 
what characters in this party story do 
you think represents them?
The invited guests were a lot like the 
Jewish leaders who would not accept 
Jesus as the way to God.  God was 
inviting them to be saved through His 
promised Savior but they made all kinds 
of excuses why they wouldn’t believe 
Jesus was the Son of God. These days 
people still make excuses to not follow 
Jesus. Even those of us who follow 
Jesus can get distracted instead of living 
for Jesus. What changes can you make 
so you don’t miss out the forever party 
that Jesus is inviting us all to?

PRAYER IDEA
Dear God, Thank you for showing us 
in this story that: your kingdom is like 
a fantastic party to which you invites 
anyone who will come.
I know I’m sometimes: like the 
Pharisees who got so busy trying to be 
good that they forgot to be friends with 
you.
Thankyou that Jesus: reminds us that 
being your friend is the most important 
invitation we could ever accept.
Please help me: not to get distracted 
from living for you and inviting people 
to your forever party too.
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As we pick up the story of Luke’s Gospel in chapters 
10-14, we will see Jesus journeying to Jerusalem. The 
cross is looming larger. And Jesus’ call to discipleship 
is growing louder. We will hear the one journeying to 
the cross calling us to take up our own cross – living 
life in the same shape as his. Will you join us as we 
continue to see the eyewitness accounts of Jesus’ life 
in Luke 10-14?
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